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FORT 


OF 


THE   BOARD   OF  PUBLIC   WORKS 


Executive  Department,  } 

Springfield,  14ih  Dec.  1839.  ] 

Sir: — T  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  semi-annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  together  with  a  communi- 
ication  from  the  Secretary  of  said  Board. 

These  documents  are  of  such  length,  and  time  not  allowing  me  to  have  them 
copied,  I  have  inclosed  the  original  document,  and  request  that  the  same  may  be 
preserved, and  returned  to  me  m  practicable  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  ob't  serv'i, 

THO.  CARLIN. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office,  } 
Springfield,  III.,  Dec.  13, 1839.          ^ 
To  His  Ex.  Thos.  Carlin, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Sir: — In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for 
the  State  of  Illinois,  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  their  semi-annual 
Report  for  the  last  six  months,  ending  2d  December,  1839. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

WM.  PRENTISS, 
Sec'y  B.  P.  Works* 
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Springfield,  Dec.  lOtb,  1839. 
To  His  Ex.  Thomas  Caklin, 

Governor  of  ike  State  of  Illinois. 
Sir: — Incompliance  with  the.  requisitions  of  law,  the   undersigned.   Commis- 
sioners of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  have  the  honor 
to  submit  to  vou  the  following  semi-annual 

REPORT. 
The  accumulation  of  pecuniary  difficulties,  under  which  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  common  with  the  whole  civilized  world,  has  labored  for  some  months  past, 
has  thrown  around  the  action  of  the  Board  embarrassments  almost  insurmount- 
able. The  different  members  of  the  Board  have,  however,  within  their  respec- 
tive spheres  of  action,  met,  and  as  far  as  possible  overcome  those  difficulties.  . 
Understanding  from  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  that 
the  Boaid  would  be  expected,  during  the  present  year,  to  carry  on  vigorous  oper- 
ations on  the  various  public  works  under  their  charge,  they  proceeded  on  the  5th 
day  of  March  last,  at  the  clnsc  of  their  last  December  meeting,  to  sanction  let- 
tings  on  various  public  v.orks  at  different  points,  which  at  an  earlier  day  in  their 
session  had  been  authorized;  and  at  the  same  time  made  a  requisition  on  the  Board 
•  of  Fund  Commissioners  for  $1,500,000,  and  on  the  8th  of  June  a  fu-ther  I'equi- 
sition  of  $500,000.  In  pursuanceof  this  authority,  and  in  anticipation  of  pro- 
curing the  adequ-ite  means  for  their  completion,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  new 
contracts  were  made  in  most  of  their  circuits,  on  terms  highly  advantageous  to 
the  State.  Under  these  contracts,  could  they  have  been  completed  while  the  pri- 
ces paid  for  labor  would  have  been  fair  and  reasonable,  the  respectability  and 
efficiency  of  the  contractors  would  have  insured  a  vigorous  prosecution  and  ear- 
ly completion  of  the  works  awarded  to  them  respectively.  But  the  Board  have 
found  it  impossible  for  th.e  want  of  funds,  and  have  deemed  it  inexpedient  on  ac- 
count of  expressions  of  public  opinion  in  diff"erent  parts  of  the  State,  to  progress 
with  the  works  thus  contracted  for.  Called  together  by  the  combined  influence 
of  pecuniary  difficulties.,  and  the  expressed  wishes  of  a  large  and  respectable 
portion  of  their  fellow-citizens,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  ways  and  means  to 
obviate  the  one  and  gratify  the  other,  the  Board  in  August  last,  determined  on  con- 
sultation with  your  excellency,  to  suspend  operations  under  all  new  contracts,  and 
generally  on  all  works  not  in  a  continuous  line  from  the  termini  of  the  diffjrent 
roads,  on  which  lettings  had  been  had,  and  postponing  indefinitely  all  lettings 
then  advertised;  in  all  other  respects  to  curtail  their  expenditures  within  the  nar- 
rowest possible  limits;  and  again,  at  a  subsequent  meeting  in  October,  when  it 
was  reported  that  a  large  loan  had  been  negotiated  in  Europe,  the  Board  reiter- 
ated their  determination,  should  this  report,  which  then  lacked  confirmation,  be 
verified,  tohusb;ind  the  resources  with  the  greatest  care. 

These  resolutions,  so  far  as  the  Board  has  been  advised,  have  been  carried  out 
in  action  by  its  different  members,  except  when  opposed  by  obstacles  wholly  in- 
surmountable, as  the  refusal  of  contractors  to  suspend  operations  on  any 
terms,  &c. 

Owing  to  the  inadequcy  of  the  funds  supplied,  the  Board,  to  liquidate  the  de- 
mands of  contrc:'Mors  and  others,  accruing  against  the  State,  the  unpleasant  and 
arduous  duty  has  devolved  on  the  members  of  the  Board,  in  their  capacity  of 
acting  commissioners  in  the  several  circuits,  of  apportioning  to  those  creditors  of 
the  State,  partial  payments  on  their  several  demands,  on  terms  which,  although 
esteemed  equitable  and  just  by  the  disbursing  agents  of  the  State,  did  not  always 
prove  satisfactory  to  the  recipients  of  the  money.  In  pt-rforming  ibis  duty,  a 
diversity  of  action  has  been  pursued  by  the  different  Commissioners,  but  all  re- 
sulting alike  in  the  conviction,  that  should  operations  be  continued  on  the  whole 
or  any  portion  of  the  public  works,  embraced  within  our  system,  and  no  relief  be 
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found  for  our  present  pecuniary  embarrassments,  by  the  procurement  of  addi- 
tional funds,  a  species  of  warrant  might  be  issued,  if  sanctioned  b}^  law,  by  the 
Fund  Commissioners,  on  the  requisition  of  this  Board,  Avhich  would  be  willingly 
received  by  contractors  for  work,  and  from  thom  again  in  payment  of  their 
dues. 

No  new  contracts  have  been  entered  into  on  any  of  the  public  works  of  this 
State,  since  the  June  meeting  of  this  Board,  except  the  following,  viz:  On  the 
Alton  and  Shawneetown  Railroad,  from  Equality  westerly,  18  miles,  inclading 
the  timber  for  superstructure,  on  the  19th  June,  1839.  On  the  Cenral  Rail- 
road, from  near  the  upper  crossing  of  Cash  river,  in  Alexander  county,  norther- 
ly, 20  miles,  including  the  timber  for  the  superstructure,  let  to  contractors  on 
the  24th  day  of  Jnne,  1839;  also,  4  miles  in  the  sixth  Judicial  Circuit. 

On  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad;  twenty  miles  in  continuation  of  the  line 
to  Canton,  six  miles  in  continuation  of  the  line  from  Warsaw  to  Carthage. 

On  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad  ;from  Danville  to  the  Wabash  river  near 
Covington,  and  from  the  western  termination  of  the  first  lettings  to  Sidney,  the 
grading  and  timber  for  the  whole  distance  from  Covington,  Indiana,  to  Sidney, 
Illinois,  on  the  25th  July,  1839.  Four  miles  in  continuation  of  the  work  from 
the  Illinois  river  towards  Quincy. 

On  the  Central  Branch  Railroad;  from  the  State  line,  to  the  Wabash  bottom 
near  Terre  Haute,  grading  and  timber  for  the  superstructure  on  the  23d  July. 

On  Little  Wabash  river;  the  building  of  the  locks  and  dams  at  Carmi  and  New 
Haven,  let  on  the  9th  of  August,  1839. 

On  the  Rushville  and  Erie  Railroad;  from  Erie  to  Rushville. 

As  has  been  shown,  operations  have  been  suspended  under  all  or  most  of  these 
contracts,  and  of  al!  others  entered  into  since  the  last  December  meeting  of  this 
Board. 

Operations  have  also  been  suspended  on  the  following 'works,  placed  under 
contract  prior  to  the  last  December  meeting  of  this  Board,  viz:  on  the  Central 
Railroad  at  Vandalia;  the  Alton  and  Mt.  Carmel  Railroad  at  Carlyle,  and  the 
Alton  and  Shawneetown  Railroad  at  Silver  creek,  near  Lebanon. 

On  the  improvement  of  the  Great  Wabash,  the  intervention  of  very  great  diffi- 
culties in  procuring  the  requisite  materials,  and,  by  reason  of  high  water,  in  us- 
ing them  when  procured,  elfected  great  and  unexpected  delays  in  the  progress  of 
the  woik.     All  operations  on  this  work  are  now  suspended  for  want  of  funds. 

On  the  Illinois  river,  a  Dredging  machine  was  put  in  operation  under  the 
management  of  a  competent  and  skilful  Engineer,  early  in  the  summer,  in  the  ex- 
cavation and  removal  of  sand  bars,  and  afterwards  a  coninuation  of  this  im- 
provement was  provided  for  by  contract.  These  efforts,  although  much  delay- 
ed, by  the  combined  operation  of  sickness  and  a  dearth  of  funds,  have  resulted 
already  in  greatly  improving  the  navigation  of  this  stream.  All  operations  have 
been  suspended  on  this  improvement. 

The  following  tabular  statement  will  exhibit  the  several  sums  expended,  dur- 
ing the  6  months  ending  the  4th  instant,  on  the  various  public  woiks  in  this 
State,  by  the  members  of  this  Board,  within  their  respective  circuits,  as  Bellas 
the  aggregate  of  those  expenditures. 

The  remaining  works  contracted  for,  prior  to  December  last,  on  which 
(they  being  in  a  continuous  line  from  the  termini  of  the  different  roads,)  opera- 
tions have  not  been  suspended,  have  been  advancing  rapidly  towards  comple- 
tion. The  grading  and  masonry,  have  in  all  cases,  been  entirely,  or  very 
nearly,  finished.  Many  excellent  bridges  and  viaducts  have  been  made  much 
of  the  wooden  superstructure  has  been  laid,  and  materials  for  the  residue  nurchas- 
cd,  prepared  and  delivered  on  the  roads  requiring  them:  thus  leaving  nothing 
necessary  to  complete  and  put  them  into  operation,  but  a  supply  of  the  neces- 
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sary  iron,  and  a  comparatively  small  additional  amount  of  money.  Indeed,  a 
portion  of  one  of  these  roads,  is  now,  and  for  months  has  been  in  successful 
operation.  The  road  referred  to,  the  1st  section  of  the  1st  division  of  the  Nor- 
thern Cross  Railroad,  was  completed  and  received  from  the  Contractors  early  in 
July,  and  since  that  time,  has  been  in  daily  operation  from  Meredosia  to  Mor- 
gan City,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles;  and  is  so  nearly  finished  to  Jacksonville, 
that  a  train  of  cars,  it  is  confidently  expected,  will  arrive  on  it  at  that  place, 
during  the  present  week. 

The  Board  having  performed  the  duty  imposed  on  them  by  law,  in  making 
to  your  Excellency  this  general  report; — deem  it  unnecessary  here  to  enter  into 
detail,  and  have  only  to  add,  that  for  any  detailed  information  that  may  be  re- 
quired by  your  Excellency,  or  the  General  Assembly  now  in  session,  in  regard 
to  the  progress  of  operations  on,  and  the  present  state  of,  the  whole  or  any  por- 
tion of  our  public  works,  and  in  regard  to  any  other  particular,  connected  with 
the  action  of  the  Board,  they  would  respectfully  refer  to  the  several  reports  of 
the  Acting  Commissioners  of  the  different  circuits,  on  file  with  this  Board,  and 
their  accompanying  documents.  ■,       ,    ,  ^   7   .....^     ..^  _       .. 

All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

M'(rtji  ■•.'v,,.  ,  -  •  -  -I       ^:'.-i"5>-  ••  ••••.•  <■■■  '        J.B.THOMAS. 

' '-"      .^  '  "^'   '  ■  !,'  '        C 0 mm'' r  \st  Judicial  Circuit. 

;'■'•  V;    '■'[:'^'''''^'-'''''''y:.X'^'.,  JOHN  HOGAN, 

"  "■  '■   •';  Comm^r.  2d  Judicial  Circuit. 
.;      r    ,.,  ..      V     ,V'''  ELIJAH  WILLARD, 

"    '    .       ■,    ''  ■       '  '  CommW.  ^d  Judicial  Circuit. 

;':;-';V'''  y^'^'X  \  ■;■;',  ;■;  /'•,,;;;  '  '  hart  fellows, 

-    '■      '  *  n.....  Comiii'r.  f)th  Judicial  Circuit. 

■o.>i,.,.,.  ;,  ..       '     -:,..K.,      ,-1  ,■      <  M.  K.  ALEXANDKR, 

("  ^''',v'  '    " '■  " '     ':,   .   ■    '  Comm^r.  4th  Judicial  Circuit. 

[.•:1a._.o..  ^.,.  ^  ..,  ■:,:..  j,.  PECK, 

■^''    ■  '  •  '  -'       "    '    ' .    "''  Comm'r.  7th  Judicial  Circuit. 

..pn.^ -..,'■.        '■'"'.-'''''■•'     ''.;'••',         JOHN  DIXON, 
"/"..''/         '.     .'   '   '        '     .        '  Comni'r.Qth  Judicial  Circuit. 


■■■t    'U...,*' 


b:..fr-;:-i^ •..-■■■    -•-;,,■;.:  I'f;. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


MURRAY  McCONNELL. 

Pckin  and  Bloomington  Rail  Road 

$3,893  90 

Naples  Branch 

3,987  93 

Central  Rail  Road 

27,694  52 

■*. 

Northern  Cross  Rail  Road 

49,754  30 

$85,330  65 

• 

JESS'Z  B.  THOMAS. 

Illinois  Rii-er  Improvement 

63  00 

Central  Rail  Road 

1,399  73 

Pekin,  Bloomington,  and  Mackinaw  R.  R.      - 

15,851  44 

Northern  Cross  Rail  Road 

121,926  33 

$139,237  50 

$224,568  15 

JOHN  HOGAN. 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  Rail  Road 

3,420  90 

Great  Western  Mail  Route         -                     '  - 

11,841  20 

Central  Rail  Road 

1.827  47 

Alton  and  Mt.  Carinel  Rail  Road 

.30,175  85 

Alton  and  Shelbyville  Rail  Road 

31,753  25 

$79,018  67 

WILLIAM  KINNEY. 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  Rail  Road 

1,570  57 

Alton  and  Shelby ville  Rail  Road 

20,937  52 

Central  Rail  Road 

14,908  95 

Kaskaskia  River  Improvement 

5,548  90 

Alton  and  Mt.  Canuel  Rail  Uoad 

12,485  ,30 

0 

Great  Western  Mail  Route 

12,631  06 

$68,082  30 

$147,100  97 

ELIJAH  WILLARD. 

Central  Rail  Road 

36,831  79 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  Rail  Road 

23,349  46 

Little  Wabash  River 

2,581  22 

$62,762  47 

M.  K.  ALEXANDER. 

Charleston  and  Wabash  Turnpike 

1,781  32 

Central  Rail  Road 

943  64 

Southern  Cross  Rail  Road 

22,562  63 

Great  Western  Mail  Route 

13,264  44 

1 

Northern  Cross  Rail  Road 

31,440  30 

Central  Branch  Rail  Road 

30,817  91 

Great  Wabash 

1,405  24 

$102,215  48 

JOEL  WRIGHT. 

Peoria  and  AVarsaw  Rail  Road    - 

26,001  91 

Northern  Cross  Rail  Road 

32,438  39 

$58,440  30 

' 

HART  FELLOWS. 

Peoria  and  Warsaw  Rail  Road 

29,863  60 

Illinois  River 

.586  82 

■    •- 

Rushville  and  Erie  Rail  Road 

370  16 

Northern  Cross  Rail  Road 

.32,438  39 

$63,258  97 

$121,699  27 

JOHN  DIXON. 

Rock  River  Improvement 

6,276  31 

Central  Rail  Road 

46,615  61 

^•52,891  92 

E.  PECK. 

Central  Rail  Road 

38  to  June  3d 

1839 

76,017  27 

Aggregate  of  expenditures  from  Dec.  3d  18 

$787,255  53 

>  /•  J  •   rf-'.  i-^  P- 


STATEMENT 


EXPENDITURES  ON  THE  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


DURING  THE  SIX  MONTHS 


NEXT  PRECEDING  THE  2d  DAY  OF  DECEMBER,  1839. 
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76 


FIRST  JUDI 

Statement  of  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Works  in  special   charge  oj   Jesse  B. 
f"    '       '■[  ■■       :  ing  the  six  months  next  preceding 


Date. 


1839. 
.Tune 
May  .31 

Li.  1.1. 

June  20 
May  .31 
April  30 
June  30 


July 
June 

July 
May 
July 


May 
July 
June 


July     1 


o  o 


,luly 
May 
July 
June 
July 
June 
July 
Aug. 


Sept. 


"  1 

23 

u  17 

21 

Aug.  1 

1  12 

To  whom  paid. 


J.  H.  Lusk,  freight  on  rail  road  iron 

Pay  Roll  -  - 

J.  G.  Floyd,  assistant  eng.,  camp  supplies 

Samuel  Griibb 

Pay  Roll 

Pay  Roll 

Joseph  Field,  salarj^locomotive  engineer 

William  Lolling,  lirenian  on  locomotive  - 

A.  Scott,  bill  fr't  &  charges  on  iron  &  spikes 

Pay  Roli 

John  McManns,  camp  supplies 

G.  W.  SpotsH'ood,  expenses  of  right  of  way 

Reed  &  Radford 

January  &  Danlap 

same 

same 

same  - 

Pay  Roll  \ 

same  ' 

G.  P.  Plant,  services  as  instrument  bearer 
John  L.  Hunsaker 

same 
Josiah  Francis,  central  office  furniture 

same,         disirict  office  furniture 
.Tohn  Way,  plastering  central  office 
J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary  for  May  and  June    - 
William  Prentis,  salary  for  June  1839 
W.  N.  Farnsworth,  print,  blanks, rt.  ofway 
W^.  F.  Eikin,9s  a'gtfor  procuring  rt.  ofway 
G.  W.  Smith,  serv.  as  cl'k  in  district  office 
James  L.  Lamb,  furniture  district  office    - 
J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary  for  Jul)' 
John  Y.  Sul_v',   salary  for  July  ass- 1  eng. 
John  Livingiiton,  camp  supplies 
William  G.  Ware,  services  as  rodman 
J.  R.Anderson,  paint,  levelling  rod  k  target 
Pay  Roll  /or  month  of  M-'iy    - 

same,  for  June  and  July 

Cornelius  Gotha,  flag  staifs    - 
Pay  Roll  for  July 
John  K.  Rychlicke,  camp  supplies 
Upton  RatclifT,  do  do 

William  Elder,  do  do 

James  Bell  &  CO.,        do  do 

J.  F  Rague,  draft  P.  &  F.  house  Sp'd.  depot 
E  G.  Joims,  house  and  lots  for  central  office 
Benj.  Furguson  &  Robt.  Irwin,     do       do 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  corn's,  salary 
John  Way,  plastering  central  office 
C.  Birchall  &  co.  bl'Jc  books  &  station, for  do 
J.  P.  I.angford,  construction  central  office 
Geo.  W.  Leod,axe  &  rod  man  &  office  rent 


Northern  Cross  Rail  Road. 


Construc- 
tion, 


Engi- 
neering, 


S2,917  18 
950  68 

1,594  91 


765  00 

39,057  74 

6,011  68 

11,323  70 

10,563  38 


501  10 
145  54 

220  00 
161  00 
400  00 
120  00 

531  18 
123  99 


429  77 

866  61 

13  75 


Miscel- 
laneous, 


40 

50 

1 

00 

201 

00 

453 

32 

5 

25 

539 

12 

35 

69 

131 

26 

22 

08 

60 

00 

71 
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CIAL  CIRCUIT. 

Thomas,  Commissioner  of  the  \st  Judicial  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ^  dur- 
the  2d  day  of  December,  1839. 


Pekin,  Bloom  ,  Peoria  &  Mack.  R.  R. 

Central  Rail  Road. 

Total. 

Construe'!!. 

3ngineering 

MisceUa's. 

Construc'n.tEngiiaeering 

i 

Miscclla's. 

• 

$2,917  18 
501  JO 
145  54 
950  68 
220  00 
161  00 
400  00 
120  00 
1,594  91 
531  18 
123  99 
7  50 
7G5  00 

39,057  74 
6,011  68 

11,323  70 

10,563  .38 

429  77 

866  64 

13  75 

889  95 

889  95 

1,111  80 

1,111  80 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

85  25 

85  25 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

16  00 

16  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

.55  50 

55  50 

_ 

_ 

_. 

416  66 

416  66 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

83  33 

83  33 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

23  00 

23  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

60  00 

60  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

\J   ~- 

_ 

45  00 

45  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3  25 

3  25 

_ 

_ 

_ 

208  33 

208  33 

_ 

75  00 

75  00 

94  00 

.* 

• 

94  01 

40  50 

1  00 

201  00 

453  32 

5  25 

539  12 

35  69 

131  26 

~ 

56  56 

56  56 
22  08 
60  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

893  75 

893  75 

_ 

_ 

_ 

706  25 

706  35 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

460  00 

460  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

220  06 

220  06 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5  50 

124  06 

123  56 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1,985  92 

1,985  92 

- 

163  75 

9  00 

172  75 

[226] 
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STATEMENT 


Date. 


1839. 
Aug.     1 

"  31 
Sept.  13 

((  (( 
Aug,  7 
July  31 
Sept.  23 
Oct,      1 

(c       a 

"      4 

((        a 

"        1 

u         (( 

u  4 

"  1 

"  14 

u  17 

"  31 
Nov.     1 


Sept 

12 
19 

Au- 

31 

Sept 
11 

19 

u 

Au^. 

3 

Sept 

20 

u 

20 

(( 

(( 

(( 

21 

Aua;. 

31 

Sept. 

21 
23 

19 


u  25 

"  24 

u  14 

"  20 

'*  25 

"  28 

'•  30 


Oct.     1 


To  whom  paid. 


George  McLeod,  services  as  assistant  eng. 
Pay  Roll  for  August 
AltVed  Lowell 
Charles  G.  Scott  &  co. 
John  L.  Hunsaker 
James  Wibra}',  canip  supplies   - 
W.  F.  Eikin,  serv.  in  procuring  right  of  way 
C.  &  R.  Goudy,  printing  blanks 
G.  McLeod,  ass't  eng.  serv.  for  Aug.  Sc  Sept. 
same         axe  &  rodman,  stat.  &  office  rent 
William  S.  Maus 
Charles  G.  Scott  &  co. 
E.  Moore,  serv.  as  clerk  in  central  office 
Stephen  J.  Jankiewiez,   do     do        do 
William  Prentiss,  salary  for  Sept. 
J,  Ilulaniedie,  draftsman  central  office 
G,  W.Smith,  services  as  cl'k  in  district  office 
John  Taylor,  keeping  State  horses 
Salome  Enes,  district  office  rent 
William  Prentiss,  salary  for  Oct. 
S.J.  Jankiewiez,    services  as  cl'k  in  cen.off. 
Enoch  Moore,  do  do         do 

J.  Hulinicki,  draftman  in  central  office    - 
P.  C.  Canedy,  central  office  rent 
Thomas  Pollock,  labor  in  locating  parly 
R.  Coffman,  assessing  right  of  way 
Pay  Roll  for  Aug.  1839 
.1.  M.  Lucas,  advertising  lettings,  etc. 
M.  McCormac  J. P.,  feesin  cases  of  rt.  of  way 
Fay  Roll  for  Aug.  1839 
George  Gregory,  smithing 
S.  Francis  &  co.,  printing  blanks  and  adv. 
John  C.  Hammilton,  levelling  instrument 
T.  Foster,  services  as  locomotive  egineer 
W.  B.  King,  bawling  rails  and  fencing 
Pay  Roll  for  May,  June,  July  and  August 
Radford  &  Reed 

P.  A  .  Sanders,  engineers'  office  rent 
Samuel  Grubb 

J.  C.&,  S.T.Thompson  <S;co.oil  for  loco.  eng. 
G.  McHenry,  assess,  damages  ofrt .  of  way 
E.T.  Miller,     do  do  do 

J.  McKenney,  recording  right  of  way 
George  Rearick,    damages  for  right  of  way 
J.  H.  Barton  &  A.  Dickinson,  do     do     do 
N.  Millbiirn,  oil  for  locomotive 
John  Mcckler.  repairing  road    - 
George  Henry,     do         badge  - 
Daniel  Wnldo,  hauling  wood  to  eng. house 
G  .  P .  Plant,  expenses  engineers'  office 
Pay  Roll  for  Sept.  1839 
J.  E,  Tolfree,  salary  as  superintend.  1st  div 
Maunce  Dunn,  boarding  laborers 
John  E.  Tolfrec,  expenses  locomotive  eng. 
William  Walters,  advertising  lettings,  etc. 


Northern  Cross  Rail  Road . 


Construe- 1    Engi- 
tion.        neerinc 


4,200 
2,616 


150 
202 


14  00 
454  66 

236  66 

160  00 
700  00 


Miscel- 
laneous, 


438  66 


17  50 


10  00 

61  25 
5  00 

14  19 
68  25 

300  00 
20  00 


25  00 

402  28 

10  00 

7  50 

6  50 


7  50 


3  00 
41  35 

250  00 

50  55 
35  00 


73 
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-Continued. 


Pekin,  Bloom.,  Peoria  &  Mack.  R.  R. 

Central  Rail  Road. 

Total , 

1 

Construc'n. 

Engraving. 

Miscella's. 

Construc'n 

Engineering 

Miscella's. 

200  00 

200  00 

_ 

471  24 

471  24 

606  50 

606  50 

4,743  70 

4,743  70 

9,902  08 

- 

9,902  08 

. 

32  25 

32  25 

_ 

. 

141  00 

141  00 

_ 

. 

105  00 

105  00 

. 

200  00 

200  00 

_ 

151  00 

6  75 

157  75 

5,817  03 

5,817  02 

518  93 

518  93 

. 

. 

_ 

34  00 

34  00 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

50  00 

50  00 

_ 

^ 

_ 

. 

83  33 

83  33 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

66  6G 

66  66 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

35  50 

35  50 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

102  00 

102  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

54  33 

54  33 

. 

. 

. 

. 

83  33 

83  .33 

_ 

, 

_ 

. 

54  00 

54  00 

. 

_ 

, 

. 

54  00 

54  00 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

66  66 

66  66 

24  00 

24  00 
14  00 
10  00 

454  66 

61  25 

5  00 

226  66 
14  19 
68  25 

160  00 

300  00 
20  00 

700  00 

4,200  17 

25  00 

2,616  J  7 

402  28 

10  00 

7  50 

6  50 

150  00 

202  00 

7  50 

9  52 

5  00 

3  00 

41  35 

438  66 

250  00 

17  50 

50  55 

35  OO 
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STATEMENT 


■■«-     in 

O   c 

Northern  Cross  Ra 

1  Road. 

Date. 

To  whom  paid. 

O   3 

Construc- 

Engi- ' 

Miscel- 

^^ 

,■■  r  ;. ,,,, ,    - .    ,. ... ,  .„     .,  .  '  . 

tion. 

neering. 

laneous. 

1839. 

Oct.      ] 

69 

Brother  «&.  Conn,  fr't  &  ch's  on  R.  R.iron 

233  16 

Sept.    5 

70 

Burns  &  McBride,  oil  for  locomotive 

. 

- 

10  00 

"      6 

71 

Daniel  Vangundy,  boarding  hands 

. 

- 

. 

22  50 

"      9 

72 

N.  iMilbourn,  oil  I'or  locomotive 

. 

. 

- 

7  50 

((         u 

73 

William  Hamilton,  boarding  laborers 

. 

25  00 

Aug.  31 

74 

Pay  Roll,  ex's  of  locomotive  and  rep.  road 

31  73 

160  70 

Sept.  30 

75 

Same                same 

. 

- 

. 

45  47 

Oct.     8 

76 

T.  Law,  ser\dces  as  compass  man 

. 

. 

65  00 

((       n, 

77 

John  F.  Warren,  do.  as  leveler 

- 

. 

65  00 

"     10 

78 

J.  Bailhache,  adv.  notice  to  contrac.  ect 

. 

- 

38  50 

"     15 

79 

T.  Fosicr,  serv's  as  loco.  eng.  1st  Division 

. 

- 

213  33 

Sept.  30 

80 

Samuel  Grubb, 

. 

1,287  38 

Oct.   24 

81 

Thomas  Foster,  locomotive  expenses 

. 

- 

. 

67  37 

"     31 

82 

Pay  Roll  for  Oct.  1839. 

. 

- 

140  00 

Sept.   1 

22 

January  &  Danlaji, 

. 

32,.547  63 

((        u 

23 

Same 

- 

10,836  76 

"     30 

24 

Same 

. 

.3,442  50 

;i       u 

25 

Same 

, 

32,384  49 

u      u 

26 

Same 

- 

1,041  25 

Oct.     7 

83 

George  Mayne,  repairing  track 

- 

5  00 

il       li 

84 

Same                      do. 

- 

35  59 

"      9 

85 

J.  D.  Finsin,  expenses  of  locomotive 

- 

- 

- 

5  39 

a      it. 

86 

G.  S.  Martin,  rejjairing  track 

. 

10  50 

ti       a 

87 

M.  McConnei,  rights  of  way 

_ 

100  00 

i(       (( 

88 

Daniel  Waldo,  for  wood 

- 

. 

. 

132  50 

"     10 

89 

.I.e.  S.Pittenger,  board  of  laborers 

10  72 

t(      (( 

90 

George  Richards,  oil  for  locomotive 

■- 

. 

- 

3  50 

((      li 

91 

W.  Lund,  expenses  of  locomotive 

. 

- 

- 

9  00 

a      Li 

92 

D.  Van  Gundy,  board  and  rep'g  track 

- 

26  80 

"     11 

93 

Patrick  Dillon,  sawing  wood 

. 

. 

- 

3  08 

"    14 

94 

Daniel  Waldo,  for  wood 

. 

. 

. 

75  00 

«     17 

95 

J.  C.  &  J.  P.  Thompson,  forv\-God 

. 

_ 

- 

15  00 

"    90 

96 

W.  PdilJer,  use  of  horse,  boarding,  ect. 

- 

- 

. 

126  00 

Sept.  30 

97 

Pay  Roll  for  ,Sept.  1839. 

- 

- 

.391  S4 

Oct.  31 

98 

.! .  F.  Reeil,  tent  for  engineers 

- 

- 

25  00 

Sept.  30 

99 

J.  Hatfield,  board,  and  repairing  track 

- 

20  37 

1 

U          il. 

100 

William  Crawford,  repairing  track 

- 

44  9;; 

u      a 

lOl 

A.  Sonzonbacker,                do 

. 

32  75 

u       u 

102 

.John   Webb,                           do 

. 

36  02 

ii       11 

103 

Edward  Pheasant,               do 

- 

7  70 

it       a 

104 

Allen  B.  Rej^nolds, boarding 

. 

10  37 

a       a 

105 

Same                locomotive  expenses 

. 

- 

- 

30  00 

a       a 

106 

W.  Hamilton,  board  and  repairing  true 

k 

12  50 

a       u 

107 

Wra.  Teeling,  serv.  as  foreman  locomotive 

. 

- 

35  00 

11       11 

108 

T.  V.  L.  Walker, board  and  lepairing  track 

3  00 

.  a       a 

109 

.1.  B.  Higgins,  fireman  of  locomotive 

- 

- 

- 

35  00 

a       a 

110 

J.  C.  S.  Pettinger,  repairing  track 

- 

69  35 

"     30 

HI 

Patrick  Dillen,  sawing  wood 

. 

- 

- 

17  32 

"    24 

112 

D.  B.  Avers  and  others,  dam's  ofrt.  of  way 

10  00 

Nov.    6 

113 

■John  Daniels,  expenses  of  locomotive 

- 

- 

- 

S  75 

a       a 

114 

J.  C.  &  S.  P.  Tiiompson  &  co.  for  wood 

. 

- 

- 

32  00 

Sept.  .30 

115 

John  Connor,  services  repairing  track 

- 

34  65 

Nov.  12 

116 

James  Langley,  dam's  rt.  of  way 

- 

309  00 

"    15 

117 

x\I.  &  C.  Gultim,  district  office  expenses 

- 

- 

. 

18  10 

Oct.  31 

118 

Pay  Roll  for  Oct.  1839. 

- 

- 

456  66 

..      (. 

119 

Same  for  Sept.  and  Oct.  1839 

- 

- 

453  32 

' 

76 
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-Continued. 


Pekin,  Bloom'n,  Peoria  &  Mack.  R.R. 

Central  Rail  Road. 

1 

Total. 

Construc'n. 

Engineering 

Miscella's. 

Construc'n. 

Engineering 

Miscella's. 

$233  16 

JO  00 

22  50 

7  50 

25  00 

192  43 

45  47 

65  00 

65  00 

38  50 

213  33 

1,287  38 

67  37 

140  00 

32,547  63 

10,836  76 

3,442  50 

32,384  49 

1,041  25 

1          ■     5  00 

35  50 

5  39 

10  50 

100  00 

132  50 

10  72 

3  50 

9  00 

26  80 

3  08 

75  00 

15  00 

126  00 

391  64 

25  00 

20  37 

44  96 

32  75 

36  02 

■ 

7  70 

1            10  37 

30  00 

12  50 

35  00 

3  00 

35  00 

69  35 

17  32 

10  00 
8  75 

32  00 

34  65 
300  00 

18  10 
456  66 
453  32 
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STATEMENT 


c 

y 

Northern  Cross  Rail  Road. 

Date. 

'^^ 

To  whom  Paid. 

.  o 

O    " 

i                                        ■','•.■ 

Construc- 

Engi- 

Miscel- 

^1 

.     .'        r-                                           '^  .'  '  ■".  '■■ 

tion. 

neering. 

laneous. 

1839. 

Oct.    31 

120 

Pay  roll,  repairing  track  &  locomotive  exp. 

210  88 

194  81 

Nov.  17 

121 

J.  G.  Floyd, services  as  assistant  engineer 

- 

125  00 

"    22 

122 

H.  Lyon,  hauling  and  putting  up  rails 

_ 

- 

80  00 

»    25 

123 

J.  B.  Watson,  engineers'  office  expenses 

_ 

- 

22  93 

u      u 

124 

Radford  &  Reed 

525  26 

u      u 

125 

Pay  roll  for  Sept.  and  October 

_ 

350  00 

"     16 

16 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary 

_ 

- 

- 

Oct.     4 

25 

L.  Filsoii,  stationary 

_ 

- 

- 

Nov.  13 

26 

W.  F.  Elkin,  services  in  procuring  rt  .ofway 

- 

- 

- 

"    20 

27 

George  McLeod,  engineering  party 

- 

- 

- 

a       u 

28 

same,        his  services  as  assistant  eng . 

— 

- 

- 

Aug. 

25 

Josiah  Francis,  office  furniture 

_ 

- 

- 

Sept.  20 

26 

S.  Francis  &,  co.,  printing 

- 

- 

- 

"    21 

27 

G.  Elkin,  costs 

.. 

- 

- 

u       u 

28 

G.  M.  Smith,  salary  as  cl'k  in  district  office 

- 

- 

- 

"     23     29 

Robert  Irwin  &,  co.,  costs 

- 

- 

- 

u      u 

30 

P.  V.  Bergen,  costs 

- 

- 

"     19 

31 

Jno.  T.Jones,  cash,  expenses  in  bringing 

money  from  Shawncetown 

- 

- 

- 

"     30  1126 

Pay  roll  for  June,  July,  August  and  Sept. 

- 

835  00 

July  10  1  24 

T.  T.  January,  right  of  way   - 

250  00^ 

June  21  !  15 

J.  G.  Floyd,  camp  supplies  by  error 

Dollars, 

- 

n  00 

163,970  96 

9,913  79 

2,733  62 

77 
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-Continned. 


Pekin,  Bloom'n,  Peoria  &  Mack  R.  R. 

Central  Rail  Road. 

Total. 

Construcr'n. 

Engineer'g. 

Miscellan's. 

Construct'n|. 

Engineering 

Miscellan's 

■ 

405  69 
125  00 
80  00 
22  93 
525  26 
350  00 

.  - 

625  00 

625  00 

. 

- 

2  00 

2  Oil 

_ 

. 

312  00 

312  00 

- 

128  25 

128  25 

- 

100  00 

100  00 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

•27  00 

27  00 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

59  50 

59  50 

. 

- 

. 

_ 

- 

2  12 

2  12 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

90  00 

90  00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  37 

2  37 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4  70 

4  70 

45  00 

45  00 
835  00 
250  00 

11  00 

23,589  98 

2,297  06 

575  75 

3,861  48 

630  49 

1,838  39 

$209,411  52 
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To  whom  paid. 

G.  W.  Long,  services  as  res.  engineer 
William  B.  Hundley,  rodtuan 
Hawley«Si:  Duiilap,  sundries,  loc.  party 
J.  Webb,  N.  Dorsey  &,  A.  Core^-,  jin-ors 
Pay  Roll,  locating  party 
J.H.  &J.B.  Randle,right  of  w:iy       - 

Same                            do 
Jonathan  [.ovejoy               do 
John  'I'.  I;usk,  recorder's  fees 
John  Bailhache,  advertising,  &,c. 
R.  liidgely,  expense  locating  party     - 
W.  B.  Lanphier,  assistant  engineer    - 
R.  Ridgely,  eer.  self  and  team 
F.  Hawu,  engineer 
R.  K.  Fleuiing,  adveriising 
F.  Hawn,  engineer,  ifcc. 
Josiah  liiley,  rodman 
John  Scheei,  assistant  engineer,  &c.  - 
S.  B.  Lesher,                         do 
W.  R.  Holley,  ser.  supcrin.  masonry 
Shields  &,  Koerner,  ser.  as  attorney 
John  Scheel,  assistijnt  engineer 
Geo.  Holton,  hill  of  stationai-y 
J.B.  Hundley,  genertil  agent 
O.  Mulligan  &  T.  McCormick,  estimate 
Persons  employed,  pay  roll 
Persons  employed,  pay  roll 
J.  W.  Davidson,  bill  of  board 
J.  D.  Washburn,             do 
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To  whom  paid. 

Zach.  Cornelius,  estimate  of  work      - 
Jyawler  &,  Keefe,                 do 
.lohn  J.  Ehle,                       do 
Uibhard,  Long  &  co.        do 
Ilendrickson  &  Merrill,   do                 - 
A.  Dow  &-  CO.                     do 
.John  J.  Ehle,                       do 
Lawler  Sc  Kcefe                   do 
P.  Ryen,                              do 
Ferdinand  Baine                do 
Ferdinand  Baine                do                 - 
William  Linn                     do 
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THIRD  JUDl 


Statement  of  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Works  in  special  charge   of  Elijah 

nois,  during  the  six  months  next  preced 


=-  i 

Alton  and  Shawneetowu  R.  R. 

3^ 

To  whom  paiJ. 

Date. 

6S 

1 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

1839. 

May    22 

80 

W.  Davie,  clerk's  fees 

— 

July       9 

81 

P.  W  .  Johnson,  transporting  instruments 

~ 

May    25 

83 

Samuel  Dillow,  transportation 

Mar.    24 

83 

W.  Walters,  advertising 

"■ 

June    12 

84 

John  Wentworth,  do. 

■" 

'        20 

85 

G.  A.  Koblitz,  eng.  salary 

"" 

•       27 

86 

W.  R.  Sintjleton,    do. 

- 

July       1 

87 

.r.  li.  Dickers,        do. 

~ 

'          1 

88 

Elijah  WiJlard,  for  ser.  as  com'r. 

— 

'         3 

83 

Bryan  Shannessy, 

~ 

10 

90 

Bryan  Shannessy, 

June    30 

91 

J.  Freeman,  egineer  salary 

I         i 

93 

J.  Roberts,  instrument  case,  &.c. 

~ 

'         3 

93 

Peter  Barringer,  hauling  instruments 

May 

94 

Pay  Roll,                        do. 

June      5 

95 

W.  W.  De  Lacey  rodman 

May    2S 

96 

Ed.  Humphreys,  rec.  for  land                    - 

< 

" 

July       1 

97 

W.  S.  Thomas, rodman 

12  68 
15  52 
50  00 
85  35 
49  35 

June    19 

85 

William  Siddall,  camp  supplies 

May       6 

86 

Thomas  Ruddick,      do. 

June    19 

87 

Nicholas  Gray,  right  of  wa3' 

'        18 

88 

Henry  Edd}-,  fencing  R.  R.                ''     - 

t         I 

89 

Jacob  Barger            do.                               - 

19 

90 

Bogardus  and  Crenshaw,              f    ;         - 

3521  57 

i         i 

91 

E.  K.  and  A.  K.  Gibbon,                      '     • 

1025  92 

I         i 

92 

Benjamin  White,                                '         - 

317  14 

1.         i 

93 

.lohn  Crenshaw, 

173  32 

i         ( 

94 

Orville  Sexton, 

303  60 

June 

95 

Pay  Roll, 

462  20 

45  62 
4  50 

July      8 

96 

John  S.  McCracken,  printing  blanks 

May      5 

97 

J.  Freeman,  thimble  lor  level 

June    17 

149 

Joseph  Jones,  hauling  with  team 

Mar.    24 

1.50 

William  Walters,  advertising,  tltc. 

May 

151 

Pay  Roll, 

Aug .    27 

15  3 

Simeon  Francis,  advertising 

■     '        2.3 

153 

Karves  A.  Bassett,         do. 

Sept.    10 

1.54 

James  RatcliiT,  recording  deeds              ■  ^ 

July     2(1 

155 

Lewis  McLean  &:  Jeff.  Strowmatt,  axemen 

Sept.    15 

156 

Richard  A.  Gilpin,  transportation,  &.c. 

July       7 

1.57 

Leod  White,  recording  deed 

~' 

Aug.      9 

1.58 

Joseph  Jones,  transportation 

Ju  &  Jly 

159 

Pay  Roll 

Sept. 

98 

Pay  Roll 

'       20 

1.         i 

99 

100 

George  File,  right  of  way 
W.  S.  Thomas,  tiansportion 

- 

I         ( 

101 

W.  &.  W .  Willard,  stationary,  &,c 

July 

102 

Pay  Roll 

103 

Pay  Roll 

Aug.    30 

104 

John  S.  McCracken,  advertising 

Sept.    10 

105 

W  .  G.  Nimmo,  justice's  fees 

'       30 

106 

Elijah  WiJlard,  services  as  oom'r. 

July    27 

107 

P.  W.  Johnson,  transportation 

Aug.    27 

108 

Simeon  Francis,  advertising 

- 

99 


[253] 


CIAL  CIRCUIT. 


Willard,  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Sd  Judicial  Circuit,  of  ike  State  of  HH- 
ing  the  4th  day  of  December  1839. 


:i          1 

Central  Rail  Road."             I 

Little  Wabash  River. 

1 

Total. 

Construe- 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

3  18 

$3  18 

_ 

4  00 

' 

4  00 

_ 

7  75 

7  75 

_ 

20  00 

20  00 

_ 

15  00 

15  00 

_ 

83  66 

83  66 

_ 

214  95 

214  95 

_ 

142  67 

142  67 

_ 

150  00 

150  00 

594  68 

594  68 

641  55 

641  55 

_ 

625  00 

625  00 

_ 

41  75 

41  75 

_ 

1  00 

1  00 

_ 

26  00 

26  00 

_ 

9  00 

9  00 

_ 

50  00 

50  00 

_ 

80  00 

80  00 

_ 

^ 

12  68 

_ 

15  52 

_ 

50  00 

_ 

85  35 

_ 

49  35 

- 

3,521  57 

- 

1,025  92 

- 

317  14 

_ 

173  32 

_ 

303  60 

_ 

462  20 

_ 

1 

45  62 

_ 

4  50 

_ 

_ 

9  00 

9  00 

_ 

- 

10  00 

10  00 

_ 

- 

402  43 

402  43 

_ 

_ 

6  00 

6  00 

_ 

- 

18  50 

18  50     . 

_ 

_ 

4  50 

4  50 

_ 

_ 

8  12 

8  12 

_ 

- 

10  00 

10  00 

.. 

- 

2  94 

2  94 

_ 

_ 

51  25 

51  25 

_ 

_ 

464  54 

464  54 

_ 

1,735  09 

1,735  09 

2  00 

2  00 

15  00 

15  00 

_ 

57  75 

57  75 

_ 

43  87 

43  87 

_ 

29  75 

29  75 

_ 

5  50 

5  50 

^ 

4  25 

4  25 

_ 

460  00 

460  00 

_ 

6  00 

6  00 

_ 

4  50 

4  50 
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■    O 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  R.  R . 

Date. 

°  ^ 

To  v/hom  paid. 

1 

'^^ 

Construe. 

Engineer 

Miscella. 

1839. 

I 

Sept.   23 

109 

Jacob  Zimmerman 

. 

- 

i        i 

110 

Jocob  Zimmerman 

_ 

- 

'       20 

HI 

Owen  Malpney 

- 

- 

k         i, 

112 

Owen  Maloney 

- 

- 

i        i 

113 

Bryan  Shannessy 

- 

- 

I         (, 

114 

Brjan  Shannessy                 ..    . 

- 

- 

i         i 

115 

Bryan  Shannessy                 ■•   : 

- 

- 

i,         i 

116 

Bryan  Shannessy 

- 

- 

1,         I 

117 

James  Borry 

- 

- 

4                   i  ' 

118 

James  Berry                                 '; , 

- 

- 

t.                   I 

119 

M.Brady                              .    - 

- 

- 

i                   i 

120 

M.  Brady                            -     . , 

- 

- 

t                   i 

121 

A.  F.  Wright               "           ■ 

- 

- 

1.                   i. 

122 

A.  F.  Wright 

- 

- 

i                   I 

123 

Daniel  O'Mara 

. 

— 

i,                   i 

124 

Daniel  O'Mara 

- 

(' 

- 

'                    ' 

125 

Jelise  Fitzpatrick,  ad.  of  Ed.  Fitzpatr 

ick 

- 

i                   i 

126 

Same                               same 

- 

— 

i                   I 

127 

Hendrickson  &  McFarland 

- 

- 

k                  i 

128 

Same 

. 

- 

i                   1. 

129 

Same 

. 

- 

I                   i 

130 

Ilolman  &  Kerigan 

- 

- 

i                   i 

131 

Same 

- 

- 

I                   (. 

132 

Samuel  Townsend         _  . 

- 

- 

I                   I 

133 

Same 

- 

- 

i                   i 

134 

Henry  Singleton 

- 

- 

(                   f, 

135 

Same 

- 

- 

i                  i 

136 

Snyder,  Smith  &  Singleton 

- 

- 

July    13 

137 

H.  Singleton 

- 

- 

Aug.    31 

98 

J.  R.  Flnley,  stationary 

- 

2  50 

'          1 

99 

B.  G.  Roots,  tape  line 

- 

5  50 

June    27 

100 

James  B.  How,  camp  supplies 

- 

4  00 

Aug.    27 

101 

Simeon  Francis,  advertising 

- 

6  00 

July     19 

102 

S.  R  .  Rowan,  office  rent 

- 

40  00 

Aug.      1 

103 

John  Lane,  procuring  stiay  horse 

- 

5  12 

June    26 

104 

W.  C.  Taylor,  advertising 

- 

25  00 

Sept.   21 

105 

B.  G.  Roots,  salary 

- 

41  67 

'       30 

106 

A.  Wurts,        do. 

- 

50  00 

'       13 

107 

Win.  J.  Gatewood,  attorney's  fees 

- 

60  00 

'       11 

108 

C.  Guard,  postage 

- 

5  50 

'        15 

109 

W.  &,  G.  Leviston,  stationary,  &c. 

- 

9  94 

'        13 

110 

T.  Crenshaw,  labor 

- 

13  63 

'         9 

111 

Henry  Harris,  messenger 

- 

22  00 

'         9 

112 

Wm.  Gilpin,  agt.  in  procuring  rt.  of  way 

220  00 

'         4 

113 

Michael  Jones,  right  of  wa}' 

- 

50  00 

'        12 

114 

Solomon  Holt,  justices' (ees 

- 

1  50 

'        15 

115 

J.  W.  Hamilton,  furniture 

- 

41  50 

i         t 

116 

J.  P.  Hector 

- 

45  87 

'       13 

117 

Van  Dusen,  Gibbon  <L- Co.  stationary. 

- 

9  56 

Aug.    30 

118 

John  S.  McCracken,  advertising,  ifcc. 

- 

16  68 

July     27 

119 

L.  White,  clerk  and  sheriff's  fees 

- 

20  00 

'       26 

120 

L.  White,  recorder's  fees 

- 

3  75 

'       27 

121 

L.  White,  clerk  and  sheriff's  fees 

- 

17  25 

Atig     30 

122 

Sloan,  Fisk  «fc  Lane,  right  of  way 

- 

657  50 

101 
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Central  Rail  Road. 

Little  Wabash  River. 

Total. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

501  01 

$501  01 

312  83 

312  83 

101  66 

101  66 

76  47 

76  47 

237  04 

237  04 

131  20 

131  20 

207  32 

207  32 

247  46 

247  46 

196  38 

196  38 

431  88 

431  88 

190  80 

190  80 

523  28 

523  28 

289  09 

289  09 

41  37 

\ 

41  37 

389  32 

.389  32 

369  84 

369  84 

112  10 

112  10 

122  19 

122  19 

222  48 

222  48  , 

94  14 

94  14 

786  47 

786  47 

365  30 

365  30 

251  01 

251  01 

36  00 

36  00 

475  60 

475  60 

760  29 

760  29 

407  53 

, 

407  53 

104  40 

104  40 

mS   79 

663  79 

2  50 

5  50 

4  00 

6  00 

40  00 

5  12 
25  00 

41  67 
50  00 
60  00 

5  50 

9  94 

13  63 

22  00 

220  00 

50  00 

1  50 
41  50 
45  87 

9  56 

16  68 
20  00 

3  75 

17  25 
657  50 

[256] 
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STATEMENT 


To  vphom  paid. 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  R.  R. 

Date 

0    3 
> 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

1839 

1 

Sept. 

12 

123 

John  Crenshaw 

650  00 

Sept. 

124 

Pay  Roll,  for  July,  August,  and  Sept. 

1819  39 

i 

i 

16 

125 

126 

A.  Flanders,  and  others 
Crowly  &  Murphy 

595  80 
509  57 

i 

17 

127 

Bogardus  &  Crenshaw 

2470  14 

Aug. 

i 

L 

19 

; 

( 

128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 

Barnard  &.  Scudder 

J.  R.  Fitch 

E.  K.  &  A.  K  Gibbon 

Crenshaw  &■  Bogardus 

Orvill  Sexton 

A.  Flanders,  and  Crowly  &,  Murphy 

733  20 

745  92 
504  00 
5287  13 
501  28 
868  92 

Oct. 

4 

160 

Brooks  li- Peiiit,  advertising 

- 

Nov. 

11 

161 

Elijah  W'iilard,  services  as  com'r. 

_ 

( 

18 

162 

G.'W.  Webb  &,  Co.,  furniture  &  sta'y.     - 

_ 

Aug. 

3 

467 
462 

Charles  J  .  Weed,  for  Carmi  propert}- 
Gatewood,  Kirkpairick,  &  Rawlings, 
for  N.  Haven  property. 

Oct. 

1 

.1 

134 
135 

Wm.  Walters,  advertising              .• 
Brooks  &,  Pet  tit     do. 

16  50 
4  50 

i 

21 

136 

Finis  Bofi-arth 

22  04 

Nov. 

2 

137 
138 
139 

L.  White,  clerk  and  sheriff's  fees 
Abraham  Crenshaw,  messenger 
L.  White,  clerk  and  sheriff's  fees 

21  25 
2  00 
5  37 

i 

I 

140 

L.  White,  record  fees 

7  06 

( 

30 

142 

John  Lane,  ollice  rent 

32  50 

Oct. 

21 

143 

Young  &  Hopper 

841  50 

( 

24 

144 

Bogardus  &.  Crenshaw 

2734  00 

i 

21 

145 

E.  P. Shannon 

3412  75 

< 

26 
1 

146 
147 

E  K.  &,  A  K.  Gibbon 
John  Crenshaw 

586  32 
713  60 

i 

21 

148 
149 

Cfenshaw,  Willis,  Smith  &  Co. 
Barnard,  Scudder  &  Co. 

1112  65 
2159  00 

Nov. 

4 

150 

E.  K.  .^- A.  K.  Gibbon 

724  SO 

- 

; 

20 

151 

J.  R .  Finley,  siationarj- 

5  20 

' 

3 

152 

Abraham  Crenshaw,  axeman 

12  75 

Dec. 

1 

153 

Thomas  Watson  Sc  Son,  advertising 

41  50 

Oct. 

22 

1.38 

John  Cruse, repairinginstruments 

( 

i 

139 

Henry  Sowers,  horse-keeping 

_ 

( 

4 

140 

Brooks  &  Pettit, advertising 

_ 

' 

20 

141 

Daniel  Spencer,  transportation 

i 

21 

142 

James  J.  Provo,  axe  and  vane-man 

i 

30 

143 

Elijah  Willard,  services  as  com'r. 

Nov. 

11 

144 

William  C.  Nimmo,  repairing  office 

_ 

14 

145 

William  Willard,  postage 

_ 

( 

11 

146 

W.  Willard  <fc  Co.  office  supplies 

Sept. 

20 

147 

148 

Fresh,  Fresh  &,  Co. 
Fresh,  P>esh  &  Co. 

- 

Nov. 

15 

149 

Winstead  Davie,  writing  in  office 

_ 

^ 

16 

150 
151 

Daniel  Spence,  messenger 
Alison  H.  Young,  (or  desk 

- 

Nov. 

152 

Pay  Roll,  for  Sept.  Oct.  and  Nov. 

_ 

14 

t. 

153 
154 
155 

Bryan  Shnnnessy 
A.  F.  Wright 
Fresh,  Fresh  &  Co, 

; 

103 


— Continued. 


[257J 


Central  Rail  Road. 

Little  Wabash  River. 

Total. 

■Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

Construe, 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

■ 

$650  00 

1,819  39 
595  80 
509  57 

9,470  14 
733  20 
745  93 
504  00 

5,287  13 
501  28 
868  92 

— 

- 

12  00 

12  00 

_ 

- 

5  00 

5  00 

- 

_ 

8  32 

8  32 

- 

- 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 
16  50 

4  50 
22  04 
21  25 

2  00 

5  37 
7  06 

32  50 

841  50 

2,734  00 

3,412  75 

586  32 

713  60 

1,112  65 

2,159  00 

724  80 

5  20 

12  75 

41  50 

_ 

1  00 

1 

1  00 

_ 

10  00 

.       10  00 

_ 

12  00 

12  00 

_ 

30  00 

30  00 

_ 

152  00 

152  00 

_ 

20  00 

20  00 

- 

4  68 

4  68 

- 

8  74 

8  74 

- 

11  93 

11  93 

108  68 

108  68 

290  07 

290  07 

- 

27  00 

27  00 

- 

20  00 

20  00 

- 

3  00 

3  00 

- 

1,046  34 

1,046  34 

687  65 

687  65 

596  66 

596  66 

1,280  15 

1,280  15 

[258] 


104 


STATEMENT 


._  %, 

o^ 

Date. 

c   ii 

a  o 

> 

1839. 

Nov.   14 

156 

(        ( 

157 

(        ( 

158 

(        <■ 

159 

i 
1 

160 

Dec.      1 

161 

To  Whom  Paid. 


Holman  &  Caregan 

Edward  Fitzpatrick 

James  Berry 

Owen  MaL'tiy  and  H.  Carmichael 

Henry  Singleton 

Thomas  Watson  &  Son,  advertising 

Total, 


Alton  and  Shawneetown  R.  R. 


Construe. 


Ensfineer 


31199  63     2463  42       918  83 


Miscella. 
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Central  Railroad. 

Little  Wabash  River. 

Total. 

Coustruc. 

Enginee'g. 

Miscelan's. 

Construe. 

Enginee'g. 

Miscelan's. 

1189  92 
666  10 
796  12 
663  44 

1388  96 

52  50 

1189  92 
666  10 
796  12 
663  44 

1388  96 
52  50 

17554  23 

4190  33 

1044  53 

866  97 

8  12 

40137  51 

98383  57 
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1,749  98 

To  Whom  Paid. 

D.  W.  Stine                                            -                     .  '         - 

Steamboat  Home,  towing 

Arthur  Bo  wen,  cook 

H.  T.  M.  Holtzerman,  chainman 

Thomas  Lumley,                 do. 

AVm.  Pollock,  camp  supplies 

Robert  Pollock 

Wm.  D.  Skillman 

P.  H.  Kicklifs,  fuel 

Timothy  Kelly                                        - 

Same                                     -      .      - 
Hendrickson  &  McFarland 

Same 
Timotliy  Kelly 

Same 

Same 

Same                                     ' .            - 
Bi'own  &  Degraff                                   . 
D.  W.  Mathews                                     -                     '           - 
Lonugan  &  Gilmartiu ,  •■               .         ., 
Prentis  &.  Hunter                                   - 
J.  S.  Maus  (Si,  CO.                                  -,               .                 - 

Same                                          .         . 

Same 
Brown  &.  Degraff,                                 =, 
Prentis  Si,  Huntey               -                 .. 

Same                                ^             *                               5 
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SIXTH   JUDI 


Statement   of  expenditures  on  the  Public   Works,  in  special  charge  of  John 

Illinois,  during  the  twelve  months  next  pre- 


Date 


1838. 
1839. 


1838. 
1839. 
1838. 
1839. 


1838. 
1839. 

1838. 

1839. 

1838. 
1839. 


1838. 
1839. 


Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Jan. 

Marcb 

Feb. 

March 

Jan. 

Oct. 

March 

Aug. 

March 

April 

March 


Jan. 
( 

April 

i 

Feb. 

April 

Aug. 

May 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Dec. 

April 

P'eb. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

May 


Jan. 
May 


April 
May 


14 
1 
1 
1 

31 
1 
o 

31 
5 
8 
2 

31 

23 
12 
25 
22 


31 


1 
1 

3 

9 

3 

18 
4 

16 
11 
Q2 


To  Whom  Paid. 


90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
103 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
1.38 
139 
140 
141 


Sterling,  Mix  *&  CO. 
Pay  Roll 

Do.  - 

Do. 

Do.        /or  March 
C.  L.  Seymour,  ser.  as  engineer    - 
Jacob  Solomore,  for  trunk  -     •  ■   "^ 

Alexander  Furguson,  bord'ngclk.  r 

Samuel  Hackelion,  ser,  as  agent  - 
Wm.  Rogers,  boarding  engineers  - 
Houghton  &,  Breath,  advertising  - 
Wm.  C.  Bostwick,  office  rent 
John  McCormac,  camp  supplies  - 
Thomas  Dunn,  do. 

N.  G.  H.  Morril,  and  others,  lev'lng  rods  and  staffs 
Orin  Hamlin 
W.Cudy  &  J.  W.  Dilson 
B.  Denison  &  J.  White 

Same 
Pay  Roll  lor  Dec.  and  Jan.  1839,and  camp  supplies 


Do 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


do 


do. 
do. 


for  Feb.  and  March,     " 

do,  "     - 

Dec.  1838,  &  Jan.  1839,  camp  sup.  and  sta'y.  . 

Feb.  and  March,  1839,  campsupplie,-,  etc. 
Wm.  Schlatter,  ser.  eng.  dep't. 
M.  F.  Truett,  stationary 
Wm.  Hodge,  keeping  horse 
W.  B.  Gilbert,  office  I'urniture  and  blank  books 
John  Wilson,  board,  eng.  party 
W.  B.  Gilbert,  eng.  travelling  expenses. 
Samuel  Reed,  camp  supplies 

C.  Tallmage,  engineering  expenses 

P.  H.  Ogilvie,  niathematical  instruments 

Stephen  F.  Gale,  stationary 

George  H.  Hubbell,  ser.  as  assistant  engineer 

A.  L.  Porter,  eng.   office  expenses 
Pay  Roll,  for  March  and  April,  1839 

.Same        April,  and  subsistence  and  conveyance 
Same         same  same  same 

Wm.  Prentiss,  board  of  W.  Gilbert 

Jas.  Powers  &.  Jas.  Beaty,  contractors 

D.  Hunkins  &  B.  F.  Carmichacl,  contractors 
Jas.  Beaty  &  Jas.  Power  do. 
James  Powers                                        do. 
Orin  Hamlin                                           do. 

B.  Denison  «fc  J.  White         !       -  ■      |do.  1 
Same            same                                do. 

M.  &,  J.  Deven,  &  P.  Kerghan  do. 

S.  Gilbraith,  postage 

.Fohn  Dixon,  com'rs.  salary 

Pay  roll,  for  April,  1839,  provisions  and  transportation 
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CIAL  CIRCUIT. 


Dixon,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the]  Sixth  Judicial    Circuit  of  the  State  of 
ceding  the  2d  day  of  December,  1839. 


Rock  River  Improvement. 

Central  Rail  Road. 

Total. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

$321  26 

$321  26 

277  5.3 

277  53 

26G  Ifi 

- 

266  16 

217  16 

- 

217  16 

- 

218  66 

69  85 

- 

288  51 

- 

47  76 

- 

47  76 

- 

- 

10  75 

10  75 

- 

- 

35  00 

35  00 

- 

_ 

229  50 

229  50 

- 

- 

132  14 

132  14 

_ 

- 

3  00 

3  00 

- 

- 

•70  00 

70  00 

- 

- 

4  25 

4  25  ■ 

- 

_ 

5  12 

5  12 

_ 

_ 

23  50 

23  50 

- 

154  88 

154  88 

- 

65  49 

65  49 

- 

281  02 

281  02 

- 

178  71 

178  71 

- 

- 

654  65 

654  65 

_ 

_ 

766  33 

766  33 

_ 

_ 

576  00 

576  00 

_ 

_ 

724  33 

724  33 

_ 

- 

458  50 

41  37 

499  87 

_ 

- 

573  14 

21  70 

594  84 

_ 

- 

54  00 

54  00 

_ 

_ 

24  62 

24  62 

- 

- 

7  00 

7  00 

_ 

- 

28  96 

28  96 

_ 

_ 

13  87 

12  87 

_ 

- 

36  49 

36  49 

_ 

- 

2  47 

2  47 

_ 

_ 

20  70 

20  70 

- 

- 

228  50 

228  50 

_ 

_ 

59  37 

59  37 

- 

_ 

92  00 

92  00 

_ 

_ 

40  15 

40  15 

_ 

_ 

272  99 

272  99 

_ 

_ 

322  33 

322  33 

_. 

_ 

320  33 

320  33 

- 

_ 

15  00 

15  00 

- 

599  97 

599  97 

- 

570  78 

570  78 

_ 

319  09 

319  09 

- 

118  57 

118  57 

- 

473  52 

473  52 

- 

245  32 

245  32 

- 

398  19 

398  19 

- 

395  3d 

395  38 

- 

_ 

17  75 

17  75 

- 

_ 

740  00 

740  00 

- 

- 

448  02 

448  02 
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STATEMENT 


No.  of 

Date. 

Vouchei' 

1839.   April 

4 

142 

May 

1 

143 

i 

6 

144 
145 
146 
147 

148 
149 

June 

3 

150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 

i 

4 

156 

I 

i 

3 

157 

158 

i 

10 

159 

May 

14 

160 

( 

3 

161 

i 
t 

31 

162 
163 

i 

21 

164 

June 

i 

165 

May 

31 

166 

June 

10 

167 

i 

10 

168 

May 

27 

169 

June 

21 

170 

July 

5 

171 

June 

30 

172 

i 

IS 

173 

May 

1. 
i 

31 

174 
175 

176 

June 

t 

1. 

30 

177 
178 
179 

July 

31 

180 

August 

31 

Ibl 

k 

15 

182 

1, 

183 

184 
185 

Sept, 

30 

186 

August 

31 

187 

Sept. 

27 

188 
189 

July 

190 

Sept. 

20 

191 
192 
193 
194 

October 

4 

195 

Sept, 

30 

196 

October 

1 

197 

To  whom  paid. 


Wm.  A.  Frazer,  agent  for  right  of  way 

Smith  Gilbraitl),  ser.  as  clerk  in  district  office 

A.  G.  S.  Wight,  contractor 

D.  Hunkins  k  B.  F.  Carmichael,  contractors 

Blakely  k  Wharton  " 

Hunkins  &  Carmichael  " 

Orin  Hamlin  " 

VV.  Cady  <&  J,  D.  Wilson  ''  '      ..  • 

Blakely  &  Wharton  "  ^  - 

Cady  &  Wilson  "  • 

M.  Devan,  T.  Dunn  &  P.  Keigan       "  .      ■ 

Jas.  Beaty  &Jas.  Power  " 

D.  Hunkins  &  B.  F.  Carmichael         "  -  ■ 

Same  same  " 

Cady  &  Wilson  " 

D.  Hunkins  &  B.  F.  Carmichael         " 

Same  same  " 

Simeon  Francis  &.  co.  advertising  ■  ■ 

Stephen  F.  Gale,  stationary 
Wm.  Walters,  advertising 
Pay  roll,  camp  supplies,  and  conveyance 
Francis  Townsend,  flag  staves  and  targets 
N.  Morrell  and  others,  engineering  rodsand  staves 
A.  Blane,  office  rent 

Pay  roll  for  April  and  May,  1839,  eng.  staff  and  sta'y.' 
Sterling,  Mix  &:  co.  contractors     - 
John  Dixon,  com'rs.  salary  -  ■ 

J.  Weniworth,  advertising 

John  A.  Wakefield,  defending  suits  of  nght  of  way 
Wm.  Clogher,  ser  as  draftsman 
H.  P.  Woodworth,  ser.  as  engineer 
Stephen  F.  Gale,  stationary 
Pay  Roll  for  May  1839 

Same  "  and  cam.p  supplies  and  conveyar 

Same  "  _      -  _ 

Same  for  June,  camp  supplies  and  equipage 

Same  "  "  and  conveyance 

Same  "  camp  supplies,  conveyance,  (s.c. 

Same  for  July  and  camp  supplies 
John  Dixon,  com'r  salary 
Orin  Plamlin,  contractor  -  .  ,     ■ 

Same  " 

Same  " 

Same  " 

Pay  iioll  for  Sept.  1839  and  transportation 

Same  for  August  1839  " 

Smith  Gilbraith,  services  as  clerk  in  district  office 

Same         office  rent  at  Dixon     ■ 
Davis  Carpenter,  office  furniture 

John  Vanarmau,  contractor  -  .     ,       ■ 

Campbell  &  Seaward,    "  -  '         ' 

John  Vanarman  " 

Hovey  &  Barnes  - 

John  Dixon,  com'rs.  salary  -  ,  '   ' 

Pay  roll,  for  Sept.  1839  -  i 

Wm.  S.  B.  Jenks,  office  rent  -  ■  • 
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— Continued. 


Rock  River  Improvement. 


Construe.    Knsrineer.    Miscella 


Centraf  Rail  Road. 


Construe. 


Engineer.  Miscella 


Total. 


2,297  89 


383  85 


96  50 


13  08 
200  00 


2,929  31 

1,553  04 

2,396  12 

292  33 

1,166  62 

1,416  14 

3,123  36 

497  78 

525  28 

363  11 

1,783  75 

781  93 

2,371  85 

1,-392  87 

1,140  93 


165  98 
2,190  71 
1.697  54 

'869  21 


298  81 

1,487  93 

535  55 

1,027  14 


632  24 

2  50 

23  00 


208  33 

300  16 
501  05 
174  99 
491  13 
298  93 
51(»  79 
355  13 


288  00 
324  50 


279  16 


300  00 


6  00 

33  81 

6  00 


111  84 


6  00 
40  00 
99  35 

39  75 


2  25 
415  00 


166  65 
50  00 
20  00 


150  00 
41  75 


$96  50 

300  00 

2,929  31 

1,553  04 

2,396  12 

292  33 

1,166  62 

1,416  14 

3,123  36 

497  78 

525  28 

363  11 

1,783  75 

781  92 

2,371  85 

1,392  87 

1,140  93 

6  00 

33  81 

6  00 

632  24 

2  50 

23  00 

111  84 

396  93 

2,297  89 

200  00 

6  00 

40  00 

99  35 

208  33 

39  75 

300  16 

501  05 

174  99 

491  13 

298  93 

513  04 

355  13 

415  00 

165  98 
2,190  71 
1,697  54 

869  21 
288  00 
324  50 

166  65 
50  00 
20  00 

298  81 
1,487  93 

535  55 
1,027  14 

150  00 

279  16 
41  75 
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STATEMENT 


No.  of 

Date. 

Voucher. 

To  whom  paid. 

1839. 

Sept. 

30 

198 

Pay  roll,  for  August  and  Sept.  1839 

Aug. 

31 

199 

Same         August,                          " 

July 

31 

200 
201 

Same         July,  1839,  and  camp  supplies 
Same             ""        " 

Sept. 

202 

Same         August  and  Sept.  1839 

May 

203 

Milton  Wadleigh,  repairing  instruments 

June 

1 

204 

Pay  roll,  for  May,  3  839,  and  instruments 

July 

1 

205 

Same         June       " 

Aug. 

1 

206 

Same        July        " 

Sept. 

1 

207 

Same         August  " 

Oct. 

1 

208 

Same         Sept.       " 

Nov. 

1 

209 

Same         Oct.         "                      -        .. 

Sept. 

1 

210 

Same        July  and  Aug.  1839      - 

May 

31 

211 

David    Hawes,  camp  supplies        -                       ; 

July 

212 

Harrison  Bogges,  office  furuiture  -                       1 

Sept. 

213 
214 

Andrews  &  McMaster,  do.            -                       j 
S.  Gregory,                       do.            -             •         "  | 

183B. 

June 

1 

21G 

Pay  Roll  Cur  May  18.39                     -                       1   ■ 

1839. 

Oct. 

2S 

217 

WiCady  &  J.  D.  Wilson,  contractors                 .' 

Sept. 

20 

218 

M.  &  T.  Deven,  &  P.  Keeghan  do.                        ' 

Nov. 

18 

219 

John  Dixon,  com'r  services            -        '                1 

July 

10 

!  ■ 
A.  G.  S.  Wight,  contractor            -  1   '     • 

'■    ■             ■                                                                  t                    ■ 

( 

( 

17 

do. 
do. 

W.  Cady  &  J.  D.  Wilson,  contractors           '      ," ' 
Same                same                  "                        '    ' 

29 

do. 
do. 
do. 

D.  IIankins&  B.  F.  C'armichael,  contractors 
Same                        same                       " 
Same                        same                       " 

' 

10 

do. 

Blakely  &  Wharton                  •    .       .;•"             •     \ 

Aug. 

8 

do. 

.Tohn  Vanarmai),                     '         ''     "' 

( 
i 

13 

do. 
do. 

Campbell  &  Seaward,                   ,        " 
Hovey  &.  Barnes                            '        u 

Date. 

O   D 

To    Whom  Paid. 

Sept. 

2 

502 

Blakely  &  Wharton                    contractors 

( 

11 

140 

John  Dement  &l  U.  B.  Truett,  right  of  way 

- 

Oct. 

26 

503 

Hankins  &  Carmichael,  contractors 

. 

Nov. 

26 

141 

R.  B.  McDowell,  right  of  way 

- 

I 

( 

508 

A.  G.  S.  AVight,  contractor 

. 

i 

( 

504 

Cady  &c  Wilson            " 

. 

April 

6 

139 

Joshua  Vandruff,  assessment 

■- 

Aug. 

15 

220 

Jas.  Beaty  &  Jas.  Power,  contractors 

_ 

April 

15 

221 

Houghton  &,  Stevens,  advertising 

- 
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— Continued. 


Rock  River  Improvement. 


Construe.    Engineer.     Miscella 


270  50 
175  00 
181  00 
181  00 
175  00 
160  00 
922  50 
68  00 


2,000  00 


13,000  00 


2  00 

9  75 

42  50 

514  50 


Central  Rail  Road. 


Construe. 


831  91 
610  05 


4,561  74 


2,478  59 
605  20 
4,185  69 
581  05 
2,627  51 
3,643  27 
1,700  06 
1,025  76 
1,033  47 


1,797  49 

849  67 

5,000  00 

3,032  16 

863  31 

290  82 


Engineer.    Miscella 


699  99 
279  16 
443  31 
279  16 
659  62 
7  37 


245  00 


10  00 


Total. 


$699  99 
279  16 
443  31 
279  16 
659  62 
7  37 
270  50 
175  00 
181  00 
181  00 
175  00 
160  00 
922  50 

68  00 
2  00 
9  75 

42  50 
514  50 
831  91 
610  05 
245  00 


4,561  74 


2,478  59 
605  20 
4,185  69 
581  05 
2,627  51 
3,642  27 
1,700  06 
],025  76 
1,033  47 


1,797  49 

2,000  00 

849  67 

5,000  00' 

3,032  16 

8G3  31 

13,000  00 

290  82 

10  00 
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STATEMENT 


Date. 


Oo 


'^> 


To  Whom  Paid. 


Nov 

15 

222 

Oct. 

1 

215 

.   Nov. 

1 

89 

Dec. 

1 

88 

G.  W.  Clinkinbeard,  conveyance  - 
Sterling,  Mix  &.  co.  estimate 

Same 
Pay  roll  of  O.  Blane,  engineer  and  party 

Totals  .  -  -  . 


1.'  J 

< ;; ;  -'1.  ' 


•■n;.'.     I 
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Rock  River  Improvement. 

Central  Railroad. 

Total. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

3,522  83 

1,335  82 

283  16 

- 

- 

10  00 

10  00 

3.522  83 

1,335  82 

283  16 

23,521  81 

2,783  27 

948  18 

69,524  95 

12,450  69 

3,134  06 

112,362  96 
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COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SEVENTH  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT. 
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SEVENTH   JUUI 


Statement   of  expenditures  on  the  Public  Works,  in  special  charge  of  Ebenezer 

Illinois,  during  the  six  months  next  pre- 


No.  of 

Date. 

Voucher 

To  Whom  Paid. 

1839. 

August 

1 

1 

W.G.  Dana  &  co. 

. 

I 

1 

2 

\Vm.  H.  Gilrnan 

_ 

July 

.'39 

3 

Michael  Kenedy               '      ,         f. 

- 

Au£;u9t 

1 

4 

Harkness  &  Bigelow                  '     -     ; 

- 

July 

9.9 

5 

Same                        '                 „- 

. 

August 

1 

Perry,  Wilson  &  co. 

. 

i 

1 

11 

H.  P.  Woodworth,  engineering  expenses,  etc. 

- 

April 

3 

1 

Geo.  R.  Weber,  printing 

- 

June 

10 

2 

Brooks  &  Pcttit,     do. 

_ 

July 

8 

3 

Thomas  Wakeham,  transportation 

_ 

June 

1 

4 

C.  S.  Woodworth,  salary 

_ 

July 

8 

5 

Thomas  Wakeham,  transportation 

- 

May 

26 

6 

John  Wentworth,  printing 

- 

August 

1 

7 

H.  P.  Woodworth,  salary 

_ 

( 

1 

8 

E.  Peck,  postage                              -    ■ 

_ 

July 

9 

Do.         com'r.  salary 

. 

I " 

12 

F.  A.  A.  Nash,  and  Nath'l.  Gilson,  salary 

. 

June 

13 

Pay  roll,  engineers 

. 

I 

16 

Locating  party,  pay  roll 

_ 

July 

17 

Same                    ho.                      -         '""       '" '  ' 

_ 

June  and  July 

18 

Same                    do.                      -                   ■ 

- 

May 

1 

Same                    do. 

_ 

June 

24 

2 

Charles  Slack,  camp  supplies 

_ 

( 

16 

3 

Arthur  W.  McGill,  do.                    -           . 

. 

( 

21 

4 

James  0.  Conner,  skiff 

_ 

i 

27 

5 

E.  L.  Dowd,  use  of  boat 

_ 

*       i 

24 

6 

Same          repairing  boat            -           '  / 

_ 

May 

12 

( 

Chester  Swallow,  provisions 

. 

June 

26 

8 

J.  &  J.N.  Abrahams,  camp  supplies 

. 

( 

2.5 

9 

A.  H.  Wallace,  lights,  sash,  and  labor 

_ 

i 

25 

10 

Arthur  W.  McGill,  provisions 

. 

I 

11 

E.  Peck,  com'r.  salary 

- 

July 

29 

12 

Artemas  Slack,  salary 

•    - 

June 

13 

Engineer  Corps,  pay  roll 

_ 

July 

14 

Same                    do. 

.  - 

June 

,     t 

1 

Same                    do. 

_ 

July 

2 

Same                    do. 

_ 

March 

18 

1 

Karnes  &  Basset,  printing 

_ 

September 

31 

5 

E.  Peck,  postage 

- 

October 

1 

6 

Do.        salary  as  com'r. 

_ 

August 

2.5 

7 

Francis  Walker,  ser.  as  clerk 

_ 

September 

25 

7 

Do.                        do . 

- 

i 

30 

8 

H,  L.  Owen,  right  of  way 

_ 

July 

1 

1 

Harkness  &,  Bigelow 

- 
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CIAL  CIRCUIT. 

Peck,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  Circuit   of  the  State  of 
ceding  the  2d  day  of  Decemher,  1839. 


Illinois  River  Improvement. 


Central  Rail  Road. 


Construe. 


Engineer. 


Miscella, 


3  00 


236  75 

42  87 

17  72 

17  00 

21  50 

15  00 

31  00 

72  il 

13  62 

36  25 

250  00 

538  75 

565  00 

130  00 


Total. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

3,788  57 

$3,788  57 

5,261  96 

1,261  96 

14,419  20 

14,419  20 

2,455  62 

2,455  62 

li,.39l  64 

10,391  64 

18,592  52 

18,592  52 

- 

138  87 

138  87 

_ 

7  50 

7  50 

- 

7  50 

7  50 

- 

5  00 

5  00 

- 

200  00 

200  00 

- 

3  00 

- 

65  75 

65  75 

- 

417  22 

417  22 

_ 

3  37 

3  37 

- 

155  00 

155  00 

_ 

157  50 

157  50 

- 

175  00 

175  00 

- 

281  15 

281  15 

_ 

202  59 

202  59 

- 

384  50 

384  50 

_ 

236  75 

- 

42  87 

_ 

17  72 

_ 

17  00 

_ 

21  50 

_ 

15  00 

- 

31  00 
72  11 

- 

13  62 
36  25 

_ 

130  00 

_ 

250  oa  . 

_ 

538  75 

_ 

565  00 

- 

268  75 

268  75 

- 

282  25 

282  25 

_ 

7  50 

7  50 

_ 

2  12 

2  12 

_ 

305  00 

305  00 

_ 

300  00 

300  00 

_ 

200  00 

200  00 

650  00 

650  00 

4,864  53 

4,864  53 
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STATEMENT 


Date. 


No.  of 
Voucher, 


To  whom  paid. 


1839. 
August 

20 

2 
3 

( 
; 

4 
5 

September 

20 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

August 
September 

20 

11 
12 
13 

August 

1 

14 
15 

Octobei' 
August 

September 


1 
20 


1 

October 

20 

( 

1 

17 

February 

13 

July 

i 

] 

August 

27 

September 

October 

10 

( 

14 

Noeember 

2 

( 

20 

4 

25 

Wra.  H.  Gilman 
Michael  Kenedy 
Hardin  Bigelow 

Same 
W.  G.  Dana  &  CO.  ,    -  .^ 

Same  ■   •  ;- 

Hardin  Bigelow  ,  ir 

Same  \r  ■ 

Same 
Michael  Kenedy 
Perry,  Wilson  &,  co. 

Same  .\ 

Wm.H,  Gilman  ■ 

Perry,  Wilson  &  co. 
F.  A.  Nash  and  party,  pay  roll 
Guy  Wells,  and  party,     d  >. 
C .  Slack,  and  party,         do. 
C.  S.  Woodworth  &  party  do. 
J.  C.  Douglass,  Sc  party     do. 
Geo.  W.  Gilson,  ser.  ass't.  eng. 
J.  B.  Preston,  use  of  lev.  instru.     - 
A.  Slack,  use  of  instrument 
Guy  vVells,  and  party,  pay  roll 
C.  Slack,  and  party,  pay  roll 
A.  W.  Magill,  provisions 
Campbell  tfc  Owens,  teaming,  &c.- 
J.  &  N.  J.  Abraham,  provisions    - 
J.  Hofiman,  do. 

C.  Slack,  use  of  instruments 

Same     provisions 
Jas.  C.  Douglass,  compass 

Same,  and  party,  pay  roll 
Wm.  Clogher,  draftsman 
F.  A.  Nash,  ser. jr.  ass't.  eng. 

Same  do. 

Artemas  Slack,  stationary,  etc.     - 
Guy  Wells  and  party,  pay  roll 
C.  Slack,  and  parly,  pay  roll 
Jas.  C.  Douglass,  &  party,  pay  roll 
M.  Knox,  advertising 
Hardin  Bigelow,  spikes  &  freight  - 
T.  B.  Ransom,  salary 
N.  Kichey,  right  of  way 
Hardin  Bigelow,  spikes  &  freight  - 
Artemas  Slack,  salary 
Hein-y  Wood,  ser.  as  agent 
Guy  Wells,  transporta.  of  instru.    - 
Geo.  B.  Martin,  rent  of  office 
John  Wentwortl),  printing 
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-Continued. 


Illinois  River  Improvement. 

Central  Rail  Road. 

Total. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella. 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella, 

1,241  32 

$1,241  32 

- 

4,237  33 
2,766  98 

4,237  33 

- 

2,766  98 

- 

2,466  70 

2,466  70 

- 

2,425  57 

2,425  57 

- 

3,870  99 

3,870  99 

- 

4,568  64 

4,568  64 

- 

1,486  87 

1,486  87 

- 

\ 

1,794  02 

1,794  02 

- 

3,675  65 

.3,675  65 

- 

7,401  49 

7,401  49 

- 

■-) 

3,869  70 

3,869  70 

_ 

878  .54 

878  54 

- 

18,592  52 

18,592  52 

- 

- 

145  00 

145  00 

- 

- 

255  25 

255  25 

- 

- 

356  00 

356  00 

-  - 

- 

476  66 

476  66 

- 

- 

165  34 

165  34 

- 

- 

100  CO 

100  00 

- 

•   - 

30  00 

30  00 

- 

- 

40  90 

40  00 

- 

200  00 

200  00 

- 

- 

557  25 

557  25 

- 

18  88 

- 

1 

18  88 

- 

16  62 

- 

" 

16  62 

- 

53  67 

- 

53  67 

- 

8  76 

- 

8  76 

- 

36  66 

- 

36  66 

- 

79  13 

- 

79  13 

- 

- 

65  00 

65  00 

- 

- 

171  75 

171  75. 

- 

. 

- 

305  56  ! 

305  56 

- 

- 

66  66 

66  66 

- 

- 

100  00 

100  00 

- 

- 

10  88 

10  88 

- 

- 

116  00 

UG  00 

- 

134  66 

- 

134  66 

- 

- 

110  22 

110  22 

- 

,- 

10  50 

10  50 

- 

- 

57  00 

57  00 

- 

- 

500  00 

500  00 

- 

200  00 

200  00 

- 

'        28  00 

28  00 

- 

555  55 

555  .55 

' 

50  00 

50  00 

- 

3  00 

3  00 

- 

100  00 

100  00^ 

- 

5  00 

5  00 

[310] 
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STATEMENT 


Date. 


No.  of 
Voucher 


1839. 

Decembei'  1 

November  29 

July  31 


10 


To  Whom  Paid. 


H.  P.  Waodworth,  hauling 

Same  salary 

Arteinas  Slack,  salary 
H.  P.  Woodworth,  salary 

Totals 
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— Continued. 


Illinois  River  Improvement. 

Central  Rail  Road. 

Total. 

Construe.    Engineer.     Msicella. 

1                     1 

Construe. 

Engineer. 

Miscella, 

' 

~ 

375  00 
62  50 

208  66 

3  00 

3  00 

375  00 

62  50 

2(J8  66 

$2,208  95 

130  00 

119,900  36 

7,447  24 

1,349  11 

|131,035  66 

[312] 
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Illinois/  H.   R.  (11th  Assem. 

LegIS.  ^  ^    2d  SESSIOiV. 

December  21,  1840. 
Read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on   Internal  Improvements. 


^STATEMENT 


ESTIMATING 


:e  probable  amount   of  money 


NECESSARY 


TO  COMPLETE  V/ORKS  FR03I  NAVIGABLE    RIVERS. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Spring  field,  IllinGisj  December  2lst,  1839. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
Sir  : 

In  answer  to  a  Resolution  adopted  hy  the  House  of  RepresentativeSj, 
on  the  r2th  inst.,  requesting  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  furnish  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  infoimation  as  to  the  probable  amount  of 
money  which  may  be  necessary,  over  and  above  the  present  liability  of 
the  State  for  work  done,  to  complete  and  put  in  operation  all  such  vi'ork 
as  has  been  contracted  in  continuous  lines  from  navigable  rivers,  in  this 
State,  I  am  instructed  to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  tabular  state- 
ment. 1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Very  Respectfullly, 

Your  obedient  serv't. 
WM.  PRENTISS, 
Secretary  Board  of  Public  Works, 
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Illinois)  ^  H.  R.  (UthAssEM. 

Legis.  )  (  2(1  Session. 

January  7,  1840. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table.  • 


COlHifllJJ^ICATIOW 


J.  B.  THOMAS,  ACTING  COMMISSIONER, 


CONCEENING 


THE  COST  OF  THE  NORTHERN  GROSS  RAILROAD, 


IN   HEPLY 


TO  A  RESOLUTION    OF  THE  HOUSE. 


SPRINGFIELD: 

William  Walters,  Public  Printer. 

1840. 
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COMMUNICATION 


J.  B.  THOMAS,  ACTING  COMMISSIONER. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Springfield,  January  7  th,  1840. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  In  comphance  with  the  requisitions  made  upon  the  undersigned, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  for  the  first  Judicial 
Circuit,  by  ihe  House  of  Representatives,  to  report  to  said  House  the 
entire  cost  of  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad  between  Jackson- 
ville and  the  Illinois  river,  including  the  cost  of  construction,  the  cost 
of  locomotives  and  cars,  the  amount  paid  for  the  right  of  way,  together 
with  the  amount  of  incidental  expenses,  the  amount  of  money  actually 
paid,  together  with  the  present  liability  of  the  State  to  contractors  and 
others,  on  said  road;  also,  the  length  of  road  betv^^een  said  points;  he 
has  the  honor  to  report — 

That  the  length  of  road  between  said  points,  is  twenty-four  miles. 

That  the  entire  cost  of  the  same,  including  the  cost  of  construction,  of 
locomotives,  cars,  depots,  engine  houses,  turning  tables,  water  stations, 
turnouts,  iron,  switches,  damages  for  right  of  vv^ay,  and  all  other  inciden- 
tal expenses,  is,  so  far  as  can  be  at  present  ascertained,  about  |)436,233 
33. 

That  the  amount  of  money  actually  paid,  is  ^'406,233  33;  but  that  some  of 
the  items  of  expenditures  constituting  this  sum,  as  for  engines,  cars,  en- 
gineering, &c.,  were  incurred  in  part  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  other 
portions  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  as  well  as  of  that  between  Jack- 
sonville and  Meredosia,  and  arc  therefore  not  properly,  wholly  charge- 
able to  the  latter. 

That  the  amount  of  the  present  liabilities  of  the  State  to  contractors 
and  others,  on  account  of  the  portion  of  road  above  referred  to,  cannot 
at  present  be  certainly  stated,  but  is  supposed  to  be  about  $30,000. 

The  contractors  will  be  entitled  to  a  final  estmiate  on  a  portion  of  this 
work,  and  until  such  estimate  be  made,  the  amount  cannot  be  positively 
stated.  It  is  however  computed  by  Mr.  Bucklin,  Principal  Engineer  in 
charge  cf  the  work,  at  $25,000. 

The  amount  of  remaining  liabilities  to  other  persons  for  right  of  way, 
engineering  services,  &c.,  is  about  ^5,000.  Of  this  latter  item  of  the 
present  liabilities,  damages  have  been  assessed  for  the  right  of  way  on 
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the  same  portion  of  road,  and  remain  unpaid  to  the  amount  of  about 
$3,500,  but  without  reference  to  the  records  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Morgan  county,  the  precise  amount  cannot  be  stated.  It  is  however 
proper  to  remark,  that  in  all  those  cases  in  which  damages  have  been 
assessed  for  the  right  of  way,  and  remain  unpaid,  appeals  are  pending, 
either  in  the  circuit  court  of  Morgan  county,  or  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
that  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  the  State  will  be  eventually  releas- 
ed, by  the  adjudication  of  the  proper  court,  from  the  payment  of  the 
whole,  or  a  portion  of  such  damages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  Respectfully, 

Your  Ob't.  serv't, 
--  J.  B  THOMAS, 

Commissioner  B,  P.  W.  \st  Judicial  Circuit, 
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COMMISSIONERS    OF    PUBLIC   WORKS, 


HADE    TO 


THE  PRESIDENT   OF  THE   BOARD, 


AT    ITS    MEETING 


IN  DECEMBER,  1839,  AT  SPRINGFIELD. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL.  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  FIRST  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 

DECEMBER,  1839. 


Semi-annual  Report  of  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  with  accompanying  documents. 

General  M.  K.  Alexander, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public   Works: 
Sir:  The  following  report  will  exhibit  the  progress  of  operations  on 
the  Public  Works,  under  my  charge  during  the   last  six  months,    their 
present  state,  and  the  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  by  me  since 
the  session  of  this  Board  in  June  last. 

On  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad, 

The  greater  portion  of  the  work  on  the  entire  line  from  Meredosia  to 
the  Sangamon  River,  east  of  Springfield,  has  been  completed.  In  the 
course  of  the  present  week  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  a  locomo- 
tive and  train  of  cars  will  arrive  at  Jacksonville  on  this  road.  From 
Jacksonville  to  Springfield,  the  masonry  is  completed,  except  at  one  or 
two  points,  and  only  about  one  half  of  a  mile  in  length  of  grading  re- 
mains at  those  points  to  be  done,  while  about  ten  miles  of  the  wooden 
superstructure  has  been  laid,  and  the  materials  for  about  sixteen  miles  of 
the  residue  have  been  procured,  prepared  and  delivered  on  the  road. 
The  iron  for  about  ten  miles  of  this  portion  of  the  road  is  now  at  Mere- 
dosia, and  if  the  residue  necessary  to  its  completion  be  procured  in  proper 
season,  and  means  furnished  the  enterprising  contractors  on  it,  to  enable 
them  to  progress  with  their  work,  the  whole  will  be  put  into  operation 
early  next  summer.  The  cost  of  completing  this  division  will  be  in,  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  already  expended,  and  inclusive  of  iron,  about 
^140,000. 

On  the  3d  division  from  Springfield  to  the  Sangamon  river,  operations 
on  the  grading,  masonry  and  wooden  superstructure  of  the  road,  and  on 
the  masonry  of  the  bridges,  have  been  progressing  as  rapidly  as  the 
means  furnished  the  several  contractors  on  these  works  would  permit,  and 
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as  the  interestsof  the  State  demand.   It  will  require  to  complete  this  divi- 
sion, inclusive  of  iron,  about  135,000  dollars. 

On  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  Railroad. 

The  whole  of  the  masonry  and  grading  contracted  for,  have  been  com- 
pleted. About  five  miles  of  the  wooden  superstructure  have  been  laid, 
and  materials  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  residue  have  been  procured, 
prepared  and  delivered  on   the  road. 

It  will  require  an  additional  expenditure  of  about  35,000  dollars,  inclu- 
sive of  iron,  to  put  this  road  in  operation  from  Pekin  to  Tremont. 

For  further  information  in  regard  to  the  present  state  of  these  roads, 
reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  James  M.  Bucklin,  chief  engineer  of 
the  second  engineering  district,  herewith  submitted,  marked  A. 

No  new  contracts  have  been  made  on  the  Public  Works  under  my 
charge.  A  letting,  it  is  true,  took  place  in  July,  but  the  execution  of 
contracts  was  postponed  by  the  consent  of  bidders,  until  the  State  should 
find  such  relief  from  its  existing  pecuniary  embarrassments,  as  to  enable 
it,  without  prejudice  to^  the  public  interests,  to  extend  the  sphere  of  its 
operations  on  the  public  works.  Another  letting  advertised  to  take 
place  at  a  subsequent  period,  delayed  at  first  by  the  want  of  the  neces- 
sary maps,  profiles,  plans  and  estimates,  was  afterwards,  in  compliance 
with  the  request  of  this  Board,  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  engineering  party  under  the  charge  of  Col.  Floyd,  Assistant  En- 
gineer, during  the  last  summer,  have  completed  their  labors  in  the  field, 
by  surveys  of  portions  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  and  the  Pekin 
and  Bloomington  Railroad.  The  report  of  the  engineer  referred  to  in 
the  report  of  Mr.  Bucklin,  together  with  the  accompanying  tabular  state- 
ments and  profile,  are  herewith  submitted  and  referred  to  for  further  in- 
formation on  this  subject. 

The  remaining  maps,  profiles,  plans,  &c.,  have  not  yet  been  furnished 
to  me;  so  soon  as  received  by  me,  they  will  be  handed  over  to  the  Board. 
By  reference  to  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  route  has  been  selected 
for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  by  the  adoption  of 
which,  east  of  the  Sangamon  river,  a  large  sum  of  money  will  probably 
be  saved  to  the  State;  and  further,  that  the  cost  of  the  construction  of 
that  portion  of  the  road  in  question,  will  be  so  much  less  than  that 
already  contracted  for,  and  now  in  the  progress  of  construction  between 
the  Illinois  and  Sangamon  rivers,  as  to  reduce  the  average  cost  per  mile 
of  the  whole  line  from  Meredosia  to  Sydney,  to  10,000  dollars. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  by  me, 
during  the  last  six  months,  viz: 

Total  amount  expended  on  the  Northern  Cross   Rail- 
road,   ^176,618  37 

Total  .imount  expended  on  the  Pekin  and  Blooming- 
Ion  Railroad, 26,462  79 

On  the  Central  Railroad,  -  -  -  6,330  36 

$209,411  52 
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Balance  on  hand  in  June,  as   stated    in  my  » 

last  report  .  -  .  .  |2,50l  04 

Amount  drawn  on  Northern  Cross  Raihoad, 
since  June,  -  -  -  -  31,422  32 

Amount  drawn  by  special  drafts,  147,209  l3 

Amount  drawn  on    Pekin   and  Bloomington 
Rail  Road  since  June,        -  -  -  16,707  17 

On  Central  Railroad  since  June,  -  4,798  50 

Received  on  sale  of  wagon  and  horses,  140  00 

Balance  in  favor  of  Commissioners  6,633  30 

|209,411  52 

The  Tabular  statement  herewith  submitted  marked  B,  will  show  in  de" 
tail  for  what  purpose  the  expenditures  above  referred  to,  were  made,  and 
will  also  exhibit  the  aggregate  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  by 
me  from  the  4th  of  March  last,  to  th-^  present  date. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  THOMAS, 

Dec.  5, 1839.  Com'r  1st  Jud.  Circuit. 


Engineek's  Office, 

December  1, 1839. 
Jesse  B.  Thomas  Esq., 

Acting  CorrCr  \st  Jud.  Circuit: 

Sir:  The  surveys  and  definite  location  of  the  several  roads  included  in 
your  circuit,  which  were  commenced  last  year,  have  been  continued  and 
nearly  completed  during  the  past  season. 

In  extending  the  Worthern  Cross  Railroad  beyond  the  Sangamon 
river  east,  a  line  of  a  very  direct  and  favorable  character  has  been  ob- 
tained to  Sydney,  a  distance  of  eighty  miles.  Twenty-five  miles  of 
which,  between  the  Sangamon  river  and  Decatur,  (a  distance  of  thirty- 
two  miles,)  is  on  a  straight  line;  and  from  thence  to  Sydney  the  whole 
distance  of  forty-eight  miles,  is  located  on  a  tangent,  the  grades  generally 
conforming  to  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  allowing  of  the  most  eco- 
nomical graduation.  The  course  of  this  long  tangent  has  been  approx- 
imately ascertained,  and  from  observations  made  during  the  course  of  the 
examination  on  the  line  of  this  road,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact, 
that  the  average  cost  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  from  the  Illinois 
River  to  Sydney,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  miles,  will 
not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars  per  mile.  Slight  improvements  have 
been  made  iu  the  location  of  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  Railroad,  but 
for  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  field  operations,  I  will  refer  you  to  the 
accompanying  report,  maps  and  profiles  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Floyd,  who  had 
charge  of  the  locating  party.  By  refering  to  the  tabular  statements 
appended  to  the  report,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  total  cost  of  the  grad- 
uation including  masonry  and  bridges  of  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cros 
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Railroad  between  the  Sangamon  River  and  Decatur,  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars,  or 
3,927  dollars  per  mile;  to  which  should  be  added  the  cost  of  superstruc- 
ture, iron,  &€.,  making  the  total  cost  of  $268,320  40.  No  work  has 
been  done,  nor  have  any  materials  been  delivered  upon  any  road  in  the 
the  first  circuit,  but  upon  those  portions  placed  under  contract  in  1837, 
and  i838.  Operations  upon  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad  have  steadily 
advanced.  The  first  division  of  this  road  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville 
twenty -four  miles,  will  be  completed  in  a  few  days  up  to  the  corporate 
limits  of  Jacksonville.  Since  the  completion  of  the  first  section  of  this 
division  (12  miles,)  a  locomotive  and  train  have  made  daily  trips  over  it; 
and  notwithstanding  the  small  portion  of  wood  in  use,  the  tolls  on  pas- 
sengers and  timber  transported  on  it,  have  paid  all  the  expenses  incurred 
for  repairs  and  motive  power.  Much  valuable  experience  has  been  ob- 
tained during  the  time  it  has  been  in  operation,  and  the  stability  of  the 
superstructure  satisfactorily  tested. 

The  grading  of  the  second  division  from  Jacksonville  to  Springfield  is 
completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  crossing  of  the  Briar  and  South 
Forks  of  Mauvaiseterre.  The  superstructure  of  the  bridges  at  these 
points  is  finished,  and  that  of  the  latter  together  with  the  masonry,  which 
is  the  largest  and  most  important  structure,  is  raised,  and  will  be  comple- 
ted this  winter. 

Twelve  miles  of  the  superstructure  of  this  division  have  been  laid, 
leaving  twenty-one  miles  yet  to  be  laid.  To  do  this  however,  and  com- 
plete the  road  to  Springfield  the  ensuing  season,  fourteen  miles  of  iron 
must  be  provided  over  and  above  the  quantity  now  on  hand. 

The  graduation  of  the  third  division  from  Springfield  to  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Sangamon  river,  is  nearly  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the 
bridges;  but  for  ihose  structures,  a  large  proportion  of  the  materials  is 
delivered,  and  the  contractors  will  probably  complete  the  foundations  of 
the  abutments  this  winter. 

On  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  Railroad  the  contractors  for  the  gra- 
duation have  completed  that  part  of  the  work  which  has  been  placed 
under  contract  between  Pekin  and  Tremont,  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 
The  timber  for  the  superstructure  has  been  delivered  on  the  line,  and 
about  five  miles  of  superstructure  has  been  laid,  without  iron.  Eleven 
miles^and  a  half  of  iron  and  four  turn-outs  and  switches  will  be  required 
to  complete  this  division  of  ten  miles  next  season,  which  should  be  deliv- 
ered at  Pekin  on  the  Illinois  River. 

I  received  instructions  from  you  some  months  since,  to  reduce  the  en- 
gineering expenses  as  far  as  practicable.  At  the  time  this  order  was  re- 
ceived, unless  authorised  to  stop  the  operations  of  the  contractors,  it  was 
impossible  to  reduce  the  number  of  assistant  engineers  employed  in  con- 
struction without  serious  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  as  there 
was  at  that  time,  and  has  been  since,  more  work  doing  at  different  points 
on  each  division,  such  as  foundations  of  bridges,  laying  superstructure, 
turn-outs  and  turning  tables,  than  there  had  been  at  any  time  pi'evicus.  As 
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the  contractors  will  be  compelled  to  stop  work  in  a  few  days,  on  account 
of  the  weather,  the  services  of  engineers  can  soon  be  dispensed  with. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN, 
Principal  Engineer,  2d  Engineering  District. 


Engineer's  Office,  Jacksonville,  Nov.  1839. 
To  James  M.  Bucklin,  Esq., 

Principal  Engineer^  &fC. 

Sir:  In  April  last  I  received  instructions  to  make  a  definite  location  of 
that  portion  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad  between  Sangamon  river 
and  Decatur,  also  of  a  portion  of  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  Railroad. 

The  locations  have  been  made.  Towards  the  last  of  April  a  party 
was  organized  and  commenced  field  operations,  a  reconnoissance  and 
preliminary  survey  was  prosecuted  with  all  practicable  dispatch. 

Having  reached  Decatur  with  the  preliminary  survey,  instructions  were 
received  from  the  commissioner  to  make  an  immediate  location,  esti- 
mates drawings,  &c.,  and  to  prepare  for  letting  to  contract  six  miles  of 
the  Northern  Cross  Railroad  east  of  the  town  of  Decatur. 

In  order  to  obtain  most  desirable  location,  it  was  deemed  practicable 
and  advisable  by  the  principal  engineer,  that  a  tangent  should  be  run  of 
forty-eight  miles,  between  Decatur  and  Sydney. 

My  party  was  then  divided  into  two,  and  Mr.  Rychliki  despatched  to 
Sydney,  and  under  peculiar  disadvantages  of  river  and  high  water  on  the 
line  within  four  miles  of  Decatur,  which  after  having  been  sufficiently 
defined  for  any  future  purposes  was  abandoned,  counter  instructions  hav- 
ing been  received.  It  was  then  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
that  six  miles  west  of  Decatur,  instead  of  east,  should  be  first  let  to  con- 
tract; accordingly  the  line  of  definite  location  was  then  run  between  the 
Sangamon  and  Decatur. 

I  was  induced  to  prolong  the  present  fine  of  road  crossmg  the  river, 
and  to  continue  the  tangent  upwards  of  a  mile,  thereby  entirely  avoiding 
the  crossing  of  Smith's  Branch,  and  saving  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
and  two  large  culverts,  dispensing  with  at  least  five  hundred  perches  of 
masonry  at  $10,  a  saving  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  at  the  same  time, 
escaping  any  liability  to  wash  and  overflow. 

The  ascent  from  the  river  bottom  to  the  common  level  of  the  prairie, 
has  been  overcome  by  a  series  of  grades  not  exceeding  at  any  point  thir- 
ty feet  to  the  mile,  and  for  the  most  part  at  much  easier  grades;  two  slight 
curves  were  made  in  the  distance  of  two  miles  and  twelve  chains;  then  a 
tangent  was  commenced  and  continued  for  the  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles  and  eleven  chains,  and  maintaining  the  most  favorable  ground 
throughout,  both  with  regard  to  the  crossing  of  Clear  Creek  and  its  bran- 
ches, and  also  with  regard  to  the  graduation  and  draining. 

The  line  passes  about  the  middle  of  a  prairie,  and  within  four  to  six 
miles  at  any  point  of  abundance  of  excellent  timber. 
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Great  deficiency  of  stone  exists  throughout  the  line,  no  limestone  of 
suitable  quality  for  building  has  yet  been  diticovered.  A  quarry  has  been 
opened  near  Decatur,  which  yields  the  best  quality  of  lime,  but  not  having 
been  worked  to  any  extent,  gives  no  indications  of  building  stone. 

Coming  within  about  six  miles  of  Decatur,  a  line  three  or  four  miles  to 
the  north  of  the  town  would  avoid  a  broken  and  rugged  country  round 
which  there  is  no  getting;  as  the  law  requires  not  only  that  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  shall  pass  through  the  town  of  Decatur,  but  that  "it  shall 
cross  the  Central  road  at  right  angles  in  the  town  of  Decatur;"  accor- 
dingly the  best  and  cheapest  line  was  run  that  the  nature  of  the  country 
would  allow. 

The  grade  line  throughout  has  been  established  with  the  strictest  adher- 
ence to  the  principle  of  equalising  the  excavation  and  embankment;  and 
the  estimates  founded  upon  the  construction  of  the  best  and  most  sub- 
stantial work. 

The  whole  distance  from  the  Sangamon  river  to  the  termination  of  the 
line  in  Jackson  street,  Decatur,  is  thirty-two  miles,  fifteen  chains  and 
thirty  feet;  the  whole  distance  has  been  divided  into  thirteen  sections  of 
convenient  lengths,  from  one  to  five  miles.  The  whole  cost  of  graduation, 
masonry  and  bridges  is  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

A  map  of  the  location  is  herewith  submitted,  all  the  drawings  of  plans 
for  bridges,  culverts,  &c.,  have  not  yet  been  completed,  but  are  being 
made. 

The  annexed  tables  show  the  estimated  quantities  of  work  and  cost  of 
each  section. 

Pekin  and  Bloomington  Railroad, 

The  location  of  this  road  from  Tremont  to  Mackinaw,  and  also  from 
Bloomington  seven  miles  west,  was  ordered  to  be  finished,  and  drawings, 
plans,  and  profiles  prepared  for  letting  to  contract  by  a  given  time. 

Consequently  operalions  were  somewhat  hurried;  nevertheless,  a  tho- 
rough examination  of  the  country  was  made,  and  two  experimental  lines 
were  run,  in  order  to  obtain  a  line  of  location  more  direct  between  Tre- 
mont and  Mackinaw;  both  lines  were  abandoned  as  impracticable,  and 
the  last  line  run  by  Mr.  Pollock,  was  found  most  favorable,  and  pursued, 
varying  only  in  the  curves,  and  in  the  crossing  of  Mackinaw  river;  we 
crossed  a  little  south,  and  lower  down,  and  at  right  angles  to  the  stream; 
from  thence  we  approach  the  town  by  a  hollow,  which  makes  up  from 
the  south.  The  line  is  divided  into  three  nearly  equal  parts,  by  the  inter- 
section of  three  small  streams  which  cross  it.  Praii'ie  Creek,  Mud  Creek, 
and  the  Mackinaw,  the  beds  of  which  lie  from  seventy  to  ninety  feet  be- 
low the  common  level  of  the  adjacent  country.  The  distance  from  Tre- 
mont to  Mackinaw  by  the  line  is  seven  miles  sixty-six  chains  and  twenty- 
two  feet;  and  the  total  cost  of  graduation,  masonry  and  bridging  is  esti- 
mated at  fifty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  forty  cents. 
This  line  has  been  divided  into  four  sections,  and  the  annexed  tables  show 
the  estimated  cost  of  each. 

A  difficulty  presented  itself  in  determining  the  location  from  Blooming- 
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ton  seven  miles  west,  in  the  fact  of  the  location  of  the  Central  road,  not 
having  been  definitely  settled,  over  which  I  had  no  control.  It  seems  to 
be  the  concurring  opinion  of  several  engineers,  that  the  location  will  be 
east  of  the  Court  House,  in  that  event  it  will  prolong  the  line  which  I  have 
run,  and  change  the  position  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  hollow 
which  passes  from  east  to  west  through  the  town. 

We,  however,  commenced  the  location  in  the  centre  of  Washington 
street,  near  to  where  Mr.  Pollock  had  began,  and  ran  a  tangent  due  west 
for  the  distance  of  five  miles  and  twenty-five  chains,  passing  through  the 
south  end  of  Dry  Grove,  after  having  effected  the  best  crossing  of  Sugar 
Creek,  a  tangent  was  run  to  the  end  of  the  location.  The  whole  country 
being  a  high  valley  and  rather  broken,  the  rule  of  equalising  the  excava- 
tion and  embankment  was  departed  from,  and  borrowed  earth  from  con- 
venient points  becomes  cheaper. 

The  whole  cost  of  graduation,  masonry  and  bridging  from  Blooming- 
ton  seven  miles  west,  is  estimated  at  twenty-six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  and  the  cost  of  each  section  ex- 
hibited in  the  annexed  tables.  A  very  great  scarcity  of  building  stone 
prevails  throughout  the  line,  indeed  none  has  been  yet  discovered  within 
a  convenient  distance.  A  quarry  of  limestone  has  been  discovered  near 
the  Illinois  river,  and  about  three  miles  above  Pekin,  which  gives  indica- 
tions of  good  stone  and  abundant,  should  this  prove  to  bs  the  case,  it 
would  be  cheaper  to  use  stone  from  this  quarry  for  all  tl^e  important 
bridges,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  transported  over  the  railroad  from  Pekin  to 
Tremont.  All  the  plans,  profiles,  and  draw^ings  of  these  locations  are 
herewith  submitted. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 

J.  G.  FLOYD, 
Assistant  Engineer. 
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SEMl-ANWUAIi  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SECOND  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 


DECEMBER  2,  1839. 


Semiannual  Report  of  John  Hogan,  Commissioner  of  the  2d  Judicial 
Circuit,  with  accompanying  documents* 

To  M.  K.  Alexander, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 
Sir:  The  undersigned,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of  the 
2d  Judicial  Circuit,  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  law,  has  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  as  his  semi-annual 

REPORT: 

Soon  after  the  last  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  it  became  evi- 
dent that  a  temporary  suspension  of  work  must  take  place,  in  consequence 
of  a  scarcity  of  funds,  so  that  all  were  prepared  for  the  order  of  the 
Board,  of  August  last. 

The  order  of  the  Board  to  abandon  all  detached  work,  extended  in  the 
2d  Circuit,  to  the  Nashville  and  Silver  Creek  divisions  of  the  Alton  and 
Shawneetown  Railroad;  the  Carlyle  division  of  the  Alton  and  a... 
Carmel  Railroad;  the  Vandalia  division  of  Central  Railroad;  and  the 
Shelbyville  division  of  the  Central  Branch  Railroad — embracing  in  all 
thirty-seven  miles.  This  work  has  been  all  taken  up,  and  final  estimates 
given  on  its  whole  extent. 

The  untimely  death  of  the  lamented  Edward  Smith,  late  principal 
engineer  of  my  district,  has  occasioned  me  considerable  inconvenience 
and  trouble;  and  to  comply  vvith  the  requisitions  of  the  Board,  requiring 
all  these  estimates  to  be  attested  by  a  principal  engineer,  I  appointed  F. 
Hawn,Esq.,  to  fill  this  post  pro  t em.  The  above  order,  requiring  the 
suspension  of  all  the  new  work,  let  even  in  continuous  lines,  has  been  so 
far  carried  into  execution,  as  the  opposition  of  contractors  would  allow, 
they  all  desiring  to,  complete  the  work  commenced  by  them.  I  have, 
however,  succeeded  in   inducing   them  to  suspend,  and  thus  have  fully 
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complied  with  the  order  of  the  Board,  by  the  discharge  of  all  the  engi- 
neers in  the  district,  except  three,  viz:  F.  Hawn,  Esq.,  resident  engineer, 
Alton  and  Shelby ville  Railroad;  G.  W.  Long,  Esq.,  resident  engineer 
of  Alton  and  Mt.  Carmel  Railroad;  and  John  Shecl,  Esq.,  assistant 
engineer  of  the  Great  Western  Mail  Route. 

The  old  works  let  in  the  2d  Circuit  are  now  nearly  completed.  The 
Western  Mail  Route,  constituting  a  great  high-way,  is  progressing  as 
rapidly  as  the  state  of  the  funds  will  allow;  indeed,  there  is  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  road  yet  to  be  finished,  to  make  this  the  hestroad  in  the 
State.  The  macadamizing  of  the  American  Bottom  has  been  for  some 
time  progressing;  the  work  done  shows  conclusively  the  importance  and 
advantage  of  it;  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  a  small  addition- 
al appropriation  were  made,  this  very  important  work  might  be  complet- 
ed, and  some  revenue  then  be  derived  from  tolls,  which  might  be  collected. 
It  would  also  be  very  desirable  if  means  cou,ld  be  provided  to  com- 
plete the  graduation  of  the  road,  and  finish  the  important  bridges  over 
Shoal  and  Sugar  Creeks,  and  the  Kaskaskia  river  at  Carlyle. 

The  road  from  Alton  to  Edwardsville  is  now  nearly  completed,  the 
grading  and  bridging  being  about  done,  most  of  the  timber  for  the  super- 
structure prepared,  and  portion  of  it  now  laid  down.  The  contractors 
on  this  work  have  been  delayed  mostly  on  account  of  iron,  and  some 
more  promptness  in  the  payment  of  their  claims,  and  as  soon  as  the  iron 
arrives,  this  line  can  be  made  immediately  available. 

The  extension  of  line  to  Highland,  on  the  east  side  of  Madison  coun- 
ty, let,  but  now  suspended,  embraces  an  important  portion  of  the  county. 
Considerable  work  has  beed  done  already  upon  it,  and  it  would  be  de- 
sirable, if  it  could  be  finished. 

The  heavy  portion  of  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville  Railroad,  extending 
from  the  city  of  Alton  via  Upper  Alton,  eastward  thirteen  miles,  is  in  a 
state  of  forwardness.  The  delay  in  obtaining  funds,  in  payment  for  work 
done,  has  alone  prevented  the  completion  of  most  of  this  important  line. 
The  accompanying  table,  marked  1,  accompanying  report  of  F. 
Hawn,  Esq.,  will  exhibit  the  kind  and  value  of  work  to  be  done  in  this 
division.  Table  2  will  show,  at  a  glance,  the  amount  of  work  done  on 
the  line.  Table  3  will  present  the  quantity  remaining  undone;  and 
No.  4  shows  how  much  means  should  be  required  to  complete  the  ex- 
tended line  now  suspended. 

A  law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  requiring  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  to  detail  one  or  more  engineers  to  make  a  sur- 
vey of  a  route  of  the  Central  Railroad,  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the 
meridian  between  Vandalia  and  Duryee's  creek. 

The  portion  of  wcrk  being  embraced  in  the  2d  and  3d  Circuits,  the 
Board  will  remember  that  at  the  June  meeting,  I  nominated  Edward 
Smith,  late  principal  engineer,  to  make  all  the  necessary  surveys  and 
estimates  on  the  line  east  of  the  meridian. 

The  industry,  perseverance  and  business  habits  of  Mr.  Smith,  emi- 
nently qualified  him  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  of  him 
by  said  appointment;  and  no  doubt,  had  a  survey  been  made,  it  would 
have  been  perfectly  satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned. 
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Every  preparation  was  being  made  for  the  important  duty  of  mak- 
ing this  survey,  when  a  mysterious  Providence  suddenly  called  him  from 
the  embraces  of  his  family  and  friends:  their  loss  being  indeed  irrepar- 
able, and  his  place  not  being  easily  supplied  in  society. 

In  consequence  of  this  loss,  and  the  orders  of  the  Board  requiring  a 
curtailment  of  the  engineering  department,  and  the  subsequent  scarcity 
of  money,  I  have  been  precluded  from  making  the  survey,  and  conse- 
quenty  I  have  no  report  to  make  in  the  matter. 

The  amount  of  funds  expended  during  the  preceding  six  months,  is 
exhibited  by  the  accompanying  report,  marked  5,  shoeing,  separately 
and  in  detail,  the  total  amounts  expended  on  construction,  engineering 
and  miscellaneous  on  each  work  under  my  charge,  of  which  amount  it 
is  proper  for  me  to  say,  about  sixty  thousand  dollars  of  claims  remain 
unliquidated. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  HOGAN, 
Acting  Com'r  'id  Jud.  Circuit. 


Engineers'  Office,  Alton  and  Shelbyville  Railroad, 

Upper  Alton,  Dec.  2,  1839. 
To  John  Hogan,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works : 

Sir:  I  herewith  submit  a  tabular  statement  of  so  much  of  the  work 
under  my  immediate  charge,  comprising  sub-divisions  No.  1  and  2  of 
the  Western  Division  of  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville  Railroad,  extending 
from  the  city  of  Alton,  thirty  miles  eastward. 

The  total  cost  of  constructing  this  portion  of  the  work  will  be 
$189,562  53,  to  which  ten  per  cent,  for  superintendence  and  contingent 
expenses  should  be  added,  making  an  aggregate  sumof^'J07,960  78,  or 
equal  to  $6,932  29  peri  mile,  including  two  miles  of  double  track  roads, 
and  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  iron.  This  sum  is  considerable  between 
the  original  estimate,  and  the  line  includes  the  heavy  work  consequent 
upon  ascending  the  Mississippi  bluff  at  the  city  of  Alton,  and  the  cross- 
ing of  some  of  the  tributaries  of  Wood  river. 

This  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as  a  favorable  feature  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  generally  in  this  State;  for  lam  persuaded  that  the 
work  which  is  the  subject  matter  of  this  report,  can  be  constructed  for 
the  amount  stated.  My  convictions  are  based  upon  the  fact,  that  seve- 
ral sections  are  already  completed,  and  the  balance  are  far  advanced 
towards  completion;  and  haa  the  contractors  been  paid  according  to 
agreement,  but  little  would  remain  to  be  done. 

The  only  obstacle  to  constructing  the  best  railroads  in  the  world  for  a 
less  amount  per  mile  than  elsewhere,  is  the  want  of  a  more  durable  ma- 
terial for  foundations.  The  present  plan  of  laying  the  superstructure 
on  the  earth  composed  mostly  of  vegetable  matter,  without  permanent 
bearings,  will  swell  the  account  of  repairs  materially  greater  than  if 
this  particular  could  be  guarded  against.     It  has  been  suggested  to  ob. 
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viate  the  derangement  in  the  level  of  the  rails,  occasioned  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  frost  and  unequal  settling,  by  substituting  bearing  piles  in  lieu 
of  mud-sills.  This  would  undoubtedly  be  the  best  plan,  (where  stone 
cannot  be  obtained)  if  it  could  be  so  modified  as  to  render  repairs  in  the 
decay  of  the  piles  practicable.  This  I  would  propose  to  accomplish  by 
driving  the  piles  to  a  depth,  so  that  the  heads  or  top  ends  shall  be  below 
the  influence  of  the  frost  and  air,  where  they  would  remain  imperisha- 
ble. On  the  heads  of  these  piles  so  driven,  a  block  is  to  be  placed  to 
reach  at  least  four  inches  above  the  surface  to  receive  the  sleeper  or 
cross  tie.  When  it  becomes  necessary,  this  block  can  be  removed,  and 
another  inperted  with  but  little  expense  or  delay.  The  first  costof  this  plan 
will  amount  to  something  more  than  those  generally  adopted  in  the 
State;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  light  grading,  drains,  ditches 
and  culverts  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  perishable 
portion  of  the  material  is  diminished  and  the  remainder  rendered  more 
lasting  by  being  elevated  above  the  surface,  the  probability  is  that  the 
aggregate  cost  of  road  constructed  upon  this  plan  will  be  about  the  same 
or  less  than  the  plans  now  pursued.  By  this  plan,  the  rails  will  be  ele- 
vated above  the  surface,  which  will  protract  decay  much  longer;  the 
block  only  will  come  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  be 
subject  in  consequence  to  a  rapid  decay.  The  cost  of  repairing  will 
be  materially  reduced,  as  the  rails  will  be  less  liable  to  derangement  by 
frost  heaving  the  ground;  and  this,  together  with  their  being  preserved 
much  longer  from  decay,  will  make  it  much  the  cheapest  mode,  as  this 
saving  per  mile  probably  will  amount  to  the  interest  on  several  thousand 
dollars.  Should  the  obstacle  alluded  to  be  overcome,  our  works  will 
form  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  railroads.  No  analogous  estimate  can 
be  made  of  the  cost  of  transportation  on  them  from  the  results  of  roads 
now  in  use;  for  our  lines  are  not  encumbered  with  steep  grades  and  ab- 
rupt curvatures,  but  are  extended  tangents,  coinciding  nearly  with  a 
level,  affording  the  greatest  possible  facilities  for  the  operation  of  the 
locomotives.  These  favorable  circumstances,  together  with  the  nominal 
cost  of  our  road,  will  reduce  the  cost  of  transportation  on  them  far  be- 
low that  of  any  roads  now  in  use  elsewhere. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  HAWN, 
Acting  Principal  Engineer, 
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Chains 

Cubic  yards. 

Cubic  yds.  Cubic   yards. 

Cubic  yds. 

1 

4,882  71          1,812  21 

115,  70 

10,107  95 

2 

66  00 

143  44          1,354  10 

2,813  99 

3 

5 

1,370  00 

6,817  30          1,496  00 

3,858  63 

4 

768  70 

3,681  90 

22  00 

1,881  16 

5 

16,586  00 

3,048  00 

28,320  16 

255  00 

7,521  56 

6 

1,896  54 

7 

3,556  00 

8 

3.488  35 

9 

1,768  91 

4,195  44 

4,202  54 

10 

814  20 

4,488  50 

4,050  37 

Totals 

5 

19,604  90 

18,342  26 

41,666  41 

392  70 

43,278  09 

TABLE  4. 

Sxib-division  No,  2  of  the  Western    division  of  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville 
Railroad,  extending  17  miles. 


o  o 

si 

Total  amount 

of 
superstructure. 

o 

^  o 

O 

Amount  required 
to   complete  sub- 
division No.  2. 

Amount  required 
to  complete  sub- 
division   No.  1  & 
2,  extending  from 
the  city  of  Alton 
eastward  30  miles 

Aggregate  cost  of 

sub-division  No  1 

and   2,  exclusive 

of  iron. 

30,342  65 

53,550  00 

316  19 

83,576  46 

126,854  55 

18.9,062  53 
or  $63  02 
per  mile. 
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Alton,  December   1,   1839. 
To  John  Hogan,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works^  2f?  Judicial  Circuit: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  thirty-one  miles 
of  the  western  division  of  the  Alton  and  Mt.  Carmel  Railroad,  included 
in  sub-divisions  No.  1  and  2.  The  first  fourteen  sections  have  been 
received  from  the  hands  of  the  contractors.  The  sum  necessary  to 
complete  sub-division  No.  1,  (as  is  seen  in  the  table  herewith  submitted) 
is  ,f  39,507,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  iron.  This  sum  is  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  superstructure  on  which  $'10,093  have  been  expended  in  the 
completion  of  a  part  of  the  line,  and  the  delivery  of  timber. 

The  sum    necessary  to     complete    the    entire    thirty-one    miles,  is 
seen  to  be  §1.55,130.     For  a  detailed  description  of  the  condition  of  the 
whole  line,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  tabular  statement  herein  referred  to. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  LONG,  Resid'ni  Eng'r. 

W.  D.  A.SfMt.  Carmel^R.R. 

TABULAR  EXHIBIT  of  the  condition  of  31  miles  of  the  Western 
Division  of  the  Alton  and  Mt.  Carmel  Railroad,  included  in  sub-division 
Nos.  1  and  2. 

SuB-DlVISION  No.   1, 

Extending  from  Alton  to  Edwardsville,  a  distance  of  14  miles. 


Amount 
of  clear- 
ing and 
g-rubbins: 


Amo];nt 
of  exca- 
vation. 


Amount 

of  em- 

bankm't 


Amount 
of  ma- 
sonry . 


Amount 
of 

bridging. 


Amount 
of  super- 
struc'tire 


$49,600 


Total 
amount 

when 
compl'd 


Amount  of 
work 
done, 


$10,093 


Amount  of 

work  to  be 

done 


$39,507 


SuB-mvisiON  No.  2, 
Extending  from  Edwardsville  to  Highland,  a  distance  of  17  miles. 


3,31:2  I    18,325  I   30,424  I     5,940  I     4,iULi  I   56,100  i  118,301 
Amount  required  to  complete  the  31  miles        .        -        - 


2,678 


115,623 


115,130 


Belleville,  December  2,  1839. 
John  Hogan,  Esq., 

ComW  of  the  Board  of  Public  Wurhs  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  instructions,!  herewith  respectfully  submit  a 
tabular  statement  of  the  condition  of  so  much  of  the  Great  Western 
Mail  Route,  as  is  committed  to  my  superintendence.  I  deem  it  necessary 
to  give  you  a  detailed  description  of  the  work  mentioned,  as  you  have 
recently  passed  over  it;  but  I  would  here  state  my  convictions  that  it  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  American  Bottom  division  should 
be  completed  as  early  as  practicable.     Those  who  are  acquamted  with 
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this  part  of  the  line  of  the  Great  Western  Mail  Route,  cannot  but  be 
sensible  of  the  great  public  good  that  would  arise  frcm  the  completion 
of  the  road. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  the  bridges  over 
Sugar  and  Shoal  Creeks,  are  progressing  with  all  possible  despatch,  and 
in  a  manner  that  will  warrant  a  good  and  substantial  structure.  The 
abutments  for  the  Shoal  Creek  Bridge  are  above  high  water  mark,  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  timber  for  its  superstructure  is  delivered. 
With  high  respects, 

I  remain  yours, 

JOHN  SCHEEL,  AssH  Engineer. 
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TABULAR  statement  exhibiting  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  American. 
Bottom  Division  of  the  Great  Western  Mail  Route,  now  under  contract, 
including  3i  miles,  December  2,  1839. 


Sections. 

Miles. 

Amount  of 
work  done. 

Amount  of 
work  unfinish'd 

Total  amount 
when  complei'd 

Remarks. 

1 
2 

2 

n 

$2,390  00 
3,321  80 

$9,000  00 
7,750  00 
1,500  00 

$11,390  00 

11,171  80 

1,500  00 

Repairs. 

3 

3i 

$5,711  80 

$18,350  00 

$24,061  80 

TABLE,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  Great  Western  Mail 
Route,  included  in  11  milts  of  the  west  end,  exclusive  of  the  American 
Bottom  Division. 


1   to     5 

1    "     8 

10 
12 

5 
15 
21 
12 

2 

West  of  Belleville^ 
East   of        do. 
East   of  Lebanon, 

Finished. 

As  follows. 

1 

2  "     6 
7   «     8 

3  "   13 

14 

$1,037  60 

3,674  00 
3,964  50 

$520  00 

1,850  00 
8,725  50 

$1,557  60 

5,524  00 
12,689  50 

Finished 
Including  Grand  Prairie. 

Finished. 

77 

$8,676  10 

$11,095  50 

Exclusive  of  large  bridges » 

BRIDGES. 


$923  25 
1,780  37 


52,704  12 


$1,200  00 
3,900  00 


$2,123  75 
5,680  37 


$5,100  00  $7,804  12 


Sugar  Creek  Bridge. 
Shoal  Creek  Bridge. 

Far  bridging. 


INCIDENTAL. 

1                        1                            1                            1 

1                       1        $1,800  00  1        $1,800  00  1     Repairs. 

SUMMARY. 

$8,676  10 
2,704  12 


Total.     I  $11,380  22 


$11,095  50 
5,100  00 
1,800  00 


Graduation. 

Bridges, 

Repairs. 


$17,995  50  i      $29,375  72  I 


SEMI-ANJNTUAL.  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  THIRD  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 


DECEMBER  4,  1839. 


Semi-annual  Report  of  Elijah  Willard^  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  third 

Judicial  Circuit » 

M.  K.  Alexander, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 
Report  of  the   progress  of  the  public  works,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Commissioner  tor  the  third  Judicial  Circuit,  for  the   last  six 
months. 

Central  Railroad. 

Twenty  miles  of  this  work  was  placed  under  contract  in  June  last;  as 
also,  seventeen  miles  of  work  forfeited  by  the  former  contractors.  On 
many  of  the  contracts  the  work  has  progressed  well;  on  nearly  all  the 
line,  the  clearing  and  grubbing  has  been  done,  and  the  ground  prepared 
for  the  grading.  Notwithstanding  financial  difficulties,  a  (evf  of  the 
contractors,  who  had  made  preparations  for  carrying  through  their  jobs, 
and  who  have  confidence  in  the  State,  are  still  progressing  v.'ilh  the 
intention  of  completing  their  contracts.  A  few  are  going  on  with  small 
forces,  and  the  remainder  have  suspended.  The  work  is  in  a  situation 
to  be  prosecuted  with  great  energy  on  the  establishment  of  a  certainty 
of  funds.  The  surveys  directed  to  be  made,  east  and  west  of  those 
already  made,  have  not  yet  been  commenced.  This  is  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  engineers  detailed  to  examine  the  western  line,  and  the 
small  force  retained  on  the  works  in  the  Circuit.  The  tabular  statement 
will  show  the  expenditures  on  this  and  each  of  the  other  works  in  charge 
oi  this  Commissioner. 
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Alton  and  Shazvneetown  Railroad. 

Eighteen  miles  of  this  line,  west  of  Equality,  have  been  placed  under 
contract;  west  of  the  sections  were  commenced,  the  clearing  nearly 
finished,  and  masonry  and  grading  actually  going  on  until  suspended  by 
the  Board  of  Public  Works.  On  the  re-let  work  between  Shawneetown 
and  Equality,  the  masonry  and  gradingis  nearly  finished.  The  delivery 
of  timber  for  superstructure  can  be  efl'ected  by  the  time  wanted,  and  the 
whole  road  finished  for  use  at  an  early  period.  The  depot  buildings  at 
Equality  and  Shawneetown,  will  be  finished  by  the  time  required. 

Little  Wabash  River. 

The  improvements  at  the  two  principal  obstructions,  the  falls  at  Carmi 
and  New  Haven,  have  been  placed  under  contract,  but  no  commence- 
ment has  yet  been  made.  The  property  at  these  falls  has  been  purchased 
for  the  StatCj including  all  the  water  power. 

Big  Muddy   River. 

No  examination  has  yet  been  made  in  reference  to  the  improvement 
of  this  stream,  and  no  expenditures  made  on  it. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ELIJAH  WILLARD, 
CoTTi^r  B.  P.  Works,  for  the  third  Jud.  Circuit, 
Springfield,  December  4,  1831). 


SEMI-ANNUAL  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  FOURTH  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 


DECEMBER  4,  1839. 


Semi-annual  Report  of  Milton  K.  Alexander,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the 
fourth  Judicial  Circuit. 

Report  of  the  progress  of  the  public  works,  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  4th  Judicial 
Circuit,  for  the  last  six  months. 

Great  Wabash  River* 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  encountered  in  obtaining  suitable  building 
materials  for  the  lock  and  abutments  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  such 
progress  has  not  been  made  in  the  prosecution  of  the  improvements  at 
the  Grand  Rapids  as  was  expected.  The  contractor  for  the  lock  made 
the  necessary  excavation  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  put  in  his  coffer 
dam,  and  was  making  promising  progress  in  the  excavation  of  the  lock 
pit,  until  he  v^ras  compelled  to  suspend  operations  for  want  of  iunds. 
The  contractors  for  the  dam  and  abutment  have  yet  done  very  little. 
There  is  nothing  now  doing  at  the  work,  but  the  contractors  are  ready 
at  any  time  to  resume  their  work  and  prosecute  it  with  energy  when 
funds  can  be  obtained  for  that  purpose.  After  considerable  time  had 
been  spent  by  the  contractors  in  searching  for  suitable  stone  for  the 
work,  and  their  entire  failure  to  succeed  in  finding  any,  the  Commis- 
sioner agreed  to  authorize  the  building  of  a  composite  lock,  and  bring 
the  stone  from  the  Ohio  river.  This  course  was  adopted  with  a  belief 
that  it  would  be  decidedly  preferable  to  the  use  of  perishable  mateiials 
in  structures  of  that  magnitude.  Herewith,  you  will  receive  the  report 
of  the  engineer  who  has  had  charge  of  the  work,  giving  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  operations  thereon. 
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Southern  Cross  Railroad. 

The  grading  of  the  first  eighteen  miles  of  the  eastern  division  of  this 
road,  is  far  advanced  tow^ards  completion;  and  three  sections  of  the 
second  division,  including  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Wabash,  are  very 
nearly  finished,  which  leaves  fourteen  sections  only  of  light  work  to  be 
done  to  complete  the  grading  from  the  Wabash  river  to  Fairfield,  the 
county  seat  of  Wayne  county.  The  contractors  for  grading  have  sus- 
pended work,  except  in  two  cases.  The  contractors  for  timber  for 
superstructure  are  progressing  with  their  contract. 

For  an  account  in  detail  of  the  work  already  done,  as  well  as  what 
remains  to  be  done,  you  are  referred  to  the  accompanying  tabular  state- 
ment, marked  A. 

Great  Western  Mail  Route, 

The  work  on  the  eastern  division  of  this  road,  has  been  prosecuted 
efficiently,  and  the  Purgatory  division  of  the  work  is  nearly  completed; 
the  bridging  in  the  Little  Wabash  Bottom  remains  unfinished.  On  a 
portion  of  the  line  of  road,  the  bridges  and  culverts  have  been  put  up 
and  the  grading  left  unfinished.  An  inconsiderable  amount  of  work  on 
this  road  would  place  it  in  a  condition  to  enable  the  State  to  collect 
considerable  revenue  from  tolls.  I  would  suggest  again  the  necessity 
for  some  provision  to  be  made  to  obtain  possession  of  the  toll  bridges  on 
the  road,  that  the  State  might  have  control  of  the  whole  work. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  leveeing  the  Wabash  at  Bellegrave.  I 
hope  to  be  able,  in  a  few  days,  to  furnish  a  report  in  detail,  made  out 
by  the  engineer,  of  the  condition  of  the  wor'*.  The  contractors  have 
generally  suspended  work. 

Embarrass  River, 

The  agent  who  made  the  survey,  estimates  &c.,  reports  that  the  appro- 
priation will  be  sufficient  to  clear   the  channel  of  that  stream,  so  as  to 
make  it  navigable  for  flat-boats  &;c.,  from  Baker  and  Norfolk's  mill,  in 
Coles  county,  to  its  mouth. 

Charleston  and  Wabash  Turnpike. 

This  work  from  the  Wabash  to  Marshall,  was  placed  under  contract* 
and  the  contractors  have  been  progressing  with  their  work,  and  the 
estimates  have  been  paid  out  of  the  portion  of  the  ^200,000  allowed  to 
Clark  county. 

I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  agent  in  charge  of  that  road, 
exhibiting  the  present  condition  of  the  work. 

Centi'al  Branch  Railroad, 

The  grading  of  the  first  division  of  this  road  is  nearly  completed,  and 
the  contracts  for  the  timber  for  the  superstructure  of  eighteen  miles  of 
road,  will  be  finished  by  the  1st  January  next,  leaving   the    grading  of 
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about  seven  and  one-half  miles  of  road  east  of  the  State  line  to  be 
done,  to  be  prepared  for  laying  down  the  track  from  the  Wabash  river 
to  Paris,  the  county  seat  of  Edgar  county;  and  from  Paris  to  Coles  C. 
H.,  (the  distance  now  under  contract)  a  considerable  p'ortion  of  the 
grading  has  been  done,  and  what  remains  is  very  light  work,  except  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Embarrass  river. 

Northern  Cross  Railroad. 

The  grading  on  the  first  division  of  the  eastern  portion  of  this  road 
has  been  'inished,  except  a  few  sections,  and  the  work  is  under  contract 
from  the  Wabash  river  to  the  town  of  Sydney;  also,  the  materials  for 
s'jperstructure,for  that  distance.  The  work  commenced  has  all  been  sus- 
pended, except  the  stone  work  at  the  crossing  of  the  Vernjilion  river. 

Appended  hereto,  you  will  receive  a  detailed  statement  of  the  dis- 
bursements for  the  last  six  months,  on  the  several  works  under  ray  charge 
sc  far  as  vouchers  have  been  received,  and  an  aggregate  of  disburse- 
ments previous  to  that  date;  also,  the  amount  drawn  on  the  several 
works.  Some  estimates,  taken  November  20th,  are  not  yet  received^ 
and  of  course  cannot  be  included  in  the  amount  given. 

It  will  be  found,  by  an  examination  of  the  vouchers,  that  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  amount  of  disbursements,  placed  under  the  head  of 
engineering,  is  for  common  labor  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  which  is 
caused  by  being  blended  in  the  pay-rolls  and  engineer's  receipts  with 
their  salaries. 

For  full  information  in  regard  to  the  number  and  compensation  of 
agents,  engineers,  superintendents,  &c.  &c.,  in  employ  since  the  1st  of 
April  last,  in  the  district  which  is  committed  to  my  charge,  I  would  refer 
to  the  register  required  to  be  kept  in  the  Central  Internal  Improvement 
Office,  by  the  28th  section  of  the  act  to  amend  the  Internal  Improvement 
law,  passed  1st  day  of  March  last. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 
Commissioner  4th  Judicial  CircuiL 
To  the  Comers  of  the  B.  P.  W.  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Springfield,  III.,  Dec.  2,  1839. 


202 


ESTIMATE  of  work,  xmder  contract^  on  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Southern  Cross  Railroad,  from  Mt.  Carmcl  to  Fairfield^  and  progress 
upon  the  same. 


Number  of 

Estimate  of 

Amount  of 

Remaining 

Length 

Remarks. 

sections. 

whole   work. 

work  done. 

to  be  done. 

in  feel. 

1 

$4,737  05 

$4,737  05 

6,500 

Mt.  Carinel. 

2 

3,550  35 

3,227  59 

322  76 

4,500 

3 

5,601  65 

4,149  37 

1,452  28 

6,500 

4 

3,246  13 

2,434  60 

811  53 

5,400 

5 

2,839  12 

2,836  12 

4,600 

6 

1,904  20 

1,994  20 

4,300 

Coffee  creek. 

7 

2,552  19 

2,552  19 

5,300 

8 

4,590  67 

4,.590  67 

6,000 

9 

3,912  79 

3,912  79 

4,600 

'       -       10 

3,354  15 

3,354  15 

5,400 

11 

2,347  88 

2,317  88 

5,200 

12 

1,684  98 

1,684  98 

5,300 

Crackles'  creek. 

13 

1,241  72 

1,241  72 

5,300 

Bon  Fas  river. 

14 

1,803  27 

1.568  06 

235  21 

5,300 

15 

1,847  50 

1,847  50 

5,700 

16 

2,292  50 

2,292  50 

5,300 

17 

33,804  99 

28.913  63 

4,891  36 

6,200 

Albion. 

18 

4,016  80 

3,349  00 

667  80 

4,100 

18  miles. 

19 

840  45 

840  45 

4,900 

20 

950  60 

950  60 

5,300 

21 

1,004  70 

1,004  70 

4,800 

22 

1,560  GO 

1,500  80 

5.400 

23 

1,304  20 

1,304  20 

6'600 

24 

1,004  50 

1,004  50 

5,500 

25 

1,795  48 

1,795  4S 

5,300 

26 

3,394  76 

3,295  70 

99  06 

5,000 

27 

3,547  10 

2,677  68 

869  42 

5,500 

Little  Wabash  river  . 

28 

1,670  80 

1,670  80 

6,800 

29 

1,804  'JO 

1,804  70 

5,700 

30 

1,506  80 

1,506  80 

4,900 

31 

1,440  30 

1,440  30 

3,700 

32 

1,202  80 

1,202  80 

3,600 

33 

1,160  77 

1,160  77 

5,000 

34 

1,33S  80 

1,336  80 

6,000 

35 

1,004  75 

1,004  75 

5,300 

35  miles.    Fairfield. 

Bridges,  &c. 

$110,935  25 

$84,802  86 

$27,142  39 

Tota 

,  amount  for  grading. 

Coffee  creek 

1,200  00 

789  80 

410  20 

Crackles'  creek 

300  00 

.300  00 

Boil  Pas  creek 

1,743  20 

1,743  20 

Timber   for  su- 
perstructure 

\  27,000  00 

4,963  79 

22,036  21 

Fori 

8  miles. 

Total 

$141,178  45 

$92,609  65 

$49,588  SO 

Amoi 

mt  on  the  E.  division. 
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To  M.  K.  Alexander, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and 

Acting  Commissioner  of  the  4th  Judicial  Ci'-cuit: 

Theundersigned  agent,  appointed  to  locate  and  superintend  the  con- 
struction of  the  Darwin  and  Charleston  turnpike  road,  submits  the 
following  report  of  the  progress  of  that  work  during  the  year: 

Having  in  the  month  of  March  organized  a  party,  1  proceeded  with 
the  aid  of  A.  M.  Chapin,  as  engineer, to  view  the  route  and  make  a  loca- 
tion, commencing  at  the  Wabash  river,  passing  out  on  Washington  street, 
the  most  northern  street  of  the  original  town  Darwin,  now  about  the 
centre  of  the  population  and  improvements  of  the  place.  With  a  view- 
to  a  direct  line  to  Marshall,  the  country  was  thoroughly  examined;  and 
in  consequence  of  the  low  land  west  of  Darwin,  which  is  frequently 
inundated  to  an  average  depth  of,  say,  eight  feet  for  neal'ly  half  a  mile, 
a  considerable  curve  had  to  be  made  lo  the  south,  to  avoid  expense,  where 
we  found  a  narrower  pass  and  much  less  expensive,  combining  more 
advantages  to  the  public,  in  point  of  travel  and  commerce,  stopping  an 
arm  of  the  river  which  passes  through  Walnut  Prairie,  thereby  improv- 
ing the  health  of  the  country,  and  reclaiming  several  hundred  acres  of 
land.  The  balance  of  the  route  to  Marshall,  except  a  short  distance  on 
section  3,  which  is  low  and  requires  a  fill,  is  good,  pretty  level  oak  land, 
and  light  grubbing,  being  located  at  a  considerable  saving  in  expense, 
on  the  improved  State  road  from  Vincennes  to  Chicago.  Passing 
through  Tilarshall,  which  is  a  fraction  over  ten  miles  from  Darwin  on 
Hamilton  street,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  court-house  and  public 
square,  the  ground  is  favorable,  and  the  road  easily  constructed  until  we 
reach  the  eastern  branches  of  Mill  creek,  about  three  miles  from  Mar- 
shall, where  the  country  is  broken,  requiring  some  considerable  cuts  and 
fills,  and  three  small  bridges.  Between  the  two  branches  of  Mill  creek 
is  a  level  flat  of  hickory  barrow,  light  grubbing,  and  which  affords  a 
very  direct  line. 

At  the  west  branch  of  Mill  creek,  we  found  a  favorable  point  for 
crossing,  and  as  timber  and  limestone  are  at  hand, a  permanent  bridge  can 
be  erected  at  no  great  expense.  The  Dolson  prairie  which  sets  in  on  the 
west  of  Mill  creek,  is  gently  rolling,  and  extends  nearly  three  miles. 
From  the  Dolson  prairie  to  Westfield  and  New  Richmond  (adjoining 
villages  in  the  Rich  woods)  and  for  a  mile  west,  distance  eight  miles,  the 
timber  is  heavy,  and  which,  with  the  bridge  over  Diall's  creek,  and  two 
at  the  north  fork  of  Embarrass  river,  render  this  part  of  the  road 
somewhat  expensive.  With  a  view  of  securing  a  suitable  point  for 
crossing  the  Embarrass  river,  the  line  had  to  be  carried  to  the  north, 
and  accordingly  crosses  on  the  present  bridge  on  the  road  from  Charles- 
ton to  Hitesviile  and  Grandview.  Limestone  appears  in  the  west  bank; 
and  on  examination,  the  rock  is  found  to  extend  east  across  the  river, 
constituting  a  good  firm  foundation  for  a  heavy  and  permanent  bridge, 
an  object  which  should  weigh  well  and  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  construct- 
ing expensive  works.  Another  consideration  is,  that  by  this  arrange- 
ment, the  two  roads  are  united  and  lapped  for  five  miles,  evidently  to  the 
advantage  of  the  public. 

Terminating  the  survey  and  location  at  La  Fayette  street,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  town  Charleston,  the  distance  is  found  to  be  thirty-seven 
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miles,  three  quarters  and  nine  rods,  which  has  been  divided  into  three 
'divisions.  Division  No.  one,  commencing  at  the  Wabash  river,  and 
terminating  at  station  559  98-100,  the  angle  north  of  Marshall,  and 
•divided  into  seven  sections. 

Division  number  two,  commencing  at  the  station  and  angle  above 
stated,  and  terminating  on  the  twenty-fourth  mile  at  station  1300,  east 
of  the  north  fork,  and  divided  into  eleven  sections. 

Division  number  three,  commencing  at  the  point  above  stated,  station 
1300,  and  ending  at  La  Fayette  street,  divided  into  eleven  sections. 

Being  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  road,  much  time  was  spent 
in  examining  the  country,  and  the  location  was  made  with  care,  placing 
it  on  the  best  ground,  with  a  view  to  economy,  a  })ermanent  road,  and 
the  public  good. 

The  whole  width  of  the  road  being  eighty  feet,  the  maximum  grade 
two  and  a  half  degrees,  and  the  bed  or  graded  part  thereof  thirty  feet  in 
width,  assimulating  to  the  National  Road. 

An  estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  the  same  being  made,  calcu- 
lating for  wooden  bridges  and  culverts  of  white  or  burr  oak,  except  one 
bridge  on  the  low  ground,  on  section  two,  division  one,  which  is  to  be 
abutments  of  limestone;  and  leaving  out  the  bridge  at  the  main  Embar- 
rass river,  the  result  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Division  No.  1,  amount  or  cost  of  constructing  same  ^17,816  28 
Division  "     2,        "  "  "  "  18,047  94 

Division  «     3,        «'  "  «  ^'  11,270  81 


Total         $47,135  03 

Notice  having  been  given  by  publication,  agreeably  to  the  statute, 
the  whole  of  the  first  division,  seven  sections,  ten  and  a  half  miles,  was 
let,  and  the  work  or  jobs  awarded  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  at  Mar- 
shall, and  the  contracts  entered  into  in  form  on  the  first  day  of  August; 
the  work  to  be  completed  and  finished  on  the  first  of  May,  1840. 

A  number  of  contractors  were  in  attendance,  and  the  work  was  taken 
at  a  price  below  the  estimate,  viz:  for  the  whole  division  the  sum  of 
|-13,640  10;  less  than  the  estimate  $4,176   18. 

The  work  was  commenced  and  has,  under  all  the  circumstances  as  to  , 
money  &c.,  been  prosecuted  reasonably  well.  The  amount  of  work 
done  on  the  division  up  to  the  20th  of  November,  amounts  to  six  thou- 
sand, two  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  which 
leaves  to  be  done  on  said  division  under  contract,  seven  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  ninoty-one  cents. 

The  amount  paid  to  contractors  during  the  season  is,  in  the  aggregate, 
five  thousand,  six  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  four  cents,  leaving 
a  balance  due  contractors  (when  the  work  shall  be  finished)  of  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

Of  the  above  sum  paid  out,  the  county  of  Clark  has  advanced  out  of 
her  dividend  of  the  the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  to 
those  counties  having  no  railroad  or  canal  passing  through  them,  five 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  By  the 
State;  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  derived  from  sale  of 
State  property,  camp,  equipage  &c.,  as  per  schedule  rendered  appears, 
and  the  sum  by  the  agent. 
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The  whole  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  State,  through  yourself,  on 
bills,  incidental  expenses,  compensation  to  engineer,  agent,  hands,  pro- 
visions &c.,  is  sixteen  hundred  ad  fifty-three  dollars  eighteen  and  a  half 
cents  during  the  year,  from  which  deduct  one  hundred  and  four  dollars 
and  thirty  cents  received  on  articles  sold;  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  dol- 
lars now  due  from  Kadley  Fields  and  Harrison  Lee,  contractors  to  be 
paid  in  work  on  their  contract  for  wagon,  horse  &c.,sold  them,  and  the 
supposed  value  of  State  property  on  hand,  compass,  tents  &c.,  and  nine- 
ty dollars,  making  three  hundred  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty  cents, 
which  reduces  the  above  sum  paid  out,  incidental  expenses,  to  thirteen 
hundred  and  three  dollars  eighty  eight  and  one  half  cents.  Adding  the 
expenses  paid  by  you  in  exploring  the  country,  and  running  lines  by 
Mr.  D.  Stebbins,  engineer,  in  the  year  1838,  as  reported  by  you  to  be 
included,  (in  which  I  had  no  agency)  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars 
and  forty-one  cents;  making  the  aggregate  sum  paid  by  the  State  for 
incidental  expenses,  without  reference  to  the  sum  received,  and  from 
State  property  sold,  and  on  hand  as  above  slated,  twenty-four  hundred 
and  sixty  seven  dollars  fifty-nine  and  a  half  cents. 

Payments  made  by  W,  B.  Archer^  agent  <^c.,  to  contractors,  viz: 
Division  1,  Section  I. 

1839.     James  and  Francis   Clark,  September  4,  October  19,  and  Dec. 
9th,  .  .  :  .  -  $565  88 

Sections  2, 4, 5. 

McGinty,  Brown  and  Moore,  Sept.  4th,  |1,050  00 

Oct.  iOth,        681  50 

1,731  50 


^  $2,297  38 

Section  3. 

James  and  Francis  Clark,  September  4,  October  19, 

and  December  9,  ...  772  66 

Section  6. 

Radley  Fields  and  Harrison  Lee,  Sept  4,  October  19, 

and  December  1st,  -  -  -  200  00 

Section  7. 

Kadley  Fields  and  Harrison  Lee,  Sept.  4,  Oct.  19, 

and  December  1st,  -  -  -  2,374  00 


Total  $5,644  04 
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Monies  received  by  W.|B.  Archer,  ;igent,  and  disbursed,  viz: 
1839.    From  ihe  county  of  Clark,  September  4,  ^'2,675  00 

October     12,     2,839  48 
December  S,  18  02 


November.  Amount  received  from  sale  of  State 

property,  i.s  per  schedule  returned,  -         -  104  30 


^5,532  50 
$5,636  80 


Due  agent,                     -  -  -  $7  24 
Available  funds  and  property  on  hand,  viz: 

Fields  and  Lee,  property  sold  them,  obligation,  -  -  $155  00 

Property  on  hand,  probable  amount              -  -  -  90  00 

$245  00 

Contingent  Expenses. 
Bills  paid  hy  M.  K.  Alexander,  Commissioner. 

1839,  Mav  8th,  Pay-roll  receipted,  -  -  -     $263  26 

"  '20lh,  Wihiam  HHllenbecklinen,  blankets,  &€.,  7l  181 

''       "  A.  M.  Chapin,  incidental  expenses,  paid 

on  line,  provisions,  &c.,  -  -         24  88i 

"       "  Henderson  and  Manly,  camp  equipage,  wa- 

gon, horses  &c.,  -  -  -       368  97 

"       "     21st    J.  Wilamours,  services  as  engineer,  -         54  00 

"       "         '      W.  B.  Archer,  agent,   compen- 
sation,        ...         -      ^lo5  00 
•'       "  Incidental  expenses  paid  by  him,  77  91 


Nov.  Sth,  A.   M.  Chapin,  compensation 

as  engineer,  -         -      $412  50 

•■'         "     Other  bills  fcr  provisions,  &c.,  24  00 


"     W.  B.Archer,  agent,  compen- 
sation, ....       ^75  00 
Bills  paid,        ....        176  47i 


^182  91 
$965  21 


436  50 


251  47i 


$1,653  184 
1838.  Expenses  incurred  in  exploring  running  lines,  &c., 
under  Mr.  D.  Stebbins,  reported   to  me   by  Gen. 
Alexander,  .....  8l4  41 


Total     $2,467  59* 
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When  we  take  into  consideration  that  this  road  commences  at  a  very 
favorable  point  on  the  Wabash  river,  where  the  business  and  commercial 
transactions  of  the  country  can  be  concentrated  at  a  town  already  im- 
proved to  some  extent,  and  will  open  the  way  to  one  amongst  the  richest 
portions  of  our  State,  already  extensively  improved  and  populated  with 
enterprising  farmers,  justice  requires  that  the  State  should  continue  to 
lend  her  aid,  and  cherish  the  growth  of  Darwin,  and  the  construction  of 
a  good  road  to  that  point  on  the  Wabash  river  in  our  own  State.  That 
the  State,  under  all  circumstances,  will  complete  that  part  under  con- 
tract, and  particularly  the  low  land  west  of  Darwin,  inundated  by  the 
river,  a  difficult  pass  in  high  water,  now  partly  finished,  and  so  far  im- 
prove the  road  through  to  Charleston,  to  make  it  available,  is  anxious- 
ly and  earnestly  desired  by  the  good  citizens  of  that  portion  of  our 
State. 

Herewith  are  submitted  the  vouchers  taken  in  relation  to  the  disburse- 
ments made,  and  estimates  of  work  done  to  the  20th  of  November;  a 
schedule  of  property  sold,  property  destroyed  and  on  hand,  and  a  profile 
of  the  whole  road. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am, 

Yours,  fee, 

W.  B.  ARCHER. 

December,  1839. 


SEMI-ANNUAIi  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  FIFTH  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 


[^DECEMBER  1,   1839. 


Semi-annual   Report  of  Hart  Fellows,  Commissioner  of  the  5th  Judicial 

Circuit, 

To  M.  K.  Alexander,  Esq.,  ' 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public   Works: 

The  present  being  the  time  at  which  the  Board  expects  a  minute 
report  from  each  member  of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  several 
works  in  charge,  and  of  all  matters  connected  therewith,  the  undersigned 
has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

That  since  my  report  in  June  last,  the  following  works  have  been  put 
under  contract,  in  pursuance  of  the  several  orders  of  the  Board  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  to  wit: 

The  graduation  of  four  miles  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  work  west  of  the  Illinois  river. 

The  furnishing  and  laying  superstructure  upon  the  Northern  Cross 
Railroad  from  Quincy  to  Columbus,  sixteen  miles  (16),  the  graduation  of 
which  is  nearly  completed. 

The  graduation  of  six  miles  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad,  in 
continuation  of  the  work  from  Warsaw  to  Carthage,  and  furnishing  and 
laying  the  superstructure  upon  said  road  from  Warsaw  to  Carthage, 
eighteen  miles;  the  graduation  of  which  is  nearly  done. 

The  graduation  of  twenty  miles  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad, 
in  continuation  of  the  work  from  Peoria  via  Farmington  to  Canton;  the 
superstructure  upon  the  same  from  Peoria  to  Farmington,  twenty-four 
miles. 

The  graduation  and  superstructure  of  the  Rushville  and  Erie  Rail- 
load,  thirteen  miles. 
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The  improvement  of  the  Illinois  river,  from  the  mouth  of  Sangamon 
river  down  to  its  conlluence  with  the  Mississippi  river;  all  of  which 
work  has  been  let  unusually  low,  and  upon  terms,  as  it  is  believed,  high- 
ly advantageous  to  the  State;  but  in  consequence  of  the  derangement 
monetary  affairs  of  the  State,  and  the  consequent  embarrassment  to 
contractors,  but  little  of  the  work  put  under  contract  has  been  commen- 
ced. In  view  of  the  embarrassed  condition  of  our  finances,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  several  orders  of  the  Board,  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
curtail  operations  and  to  reduce  expenses,  as  far  as  could  be  done  consist- 
ent with  the  interest  of  the  State;  and  as  a  precaution  against  increasing 
the  present  liabilities  of  the  State, a  provision  was  inserted  in  most  of  the 
contracts  made,  that  the  work  should  not  be  commenced  without  orders 
from  the  commissioner. 

In  no  instance  has  such  order  been  given,  except  upon  the  Illinois 
river  improvement,  which  is  required,  by  law,  to  be  prosecuted  prompt- 
ly and  without  delay,  at  all  times  when  the  water  is  at  a  stage  that  will 
admit  of  it. 

The  several  works,  under  my  charge,  which  were  previously  put  un- 
der contract,  have  been  progressing  slowly,  and  most  of  them  nearly  to 
completion.  The  work  first  put  under  contract  at  Quinoy,  Warsaw  and 
Peoria,  is  nearly  completed,  and  would  have  been  finally  completed  be- 
fore this  time,  but  for  the  want  of  money  to  enable  the  contractors  to 
carry  on  the  work  efficiently. 

Contractors  were  notified,  early  in  May,  that  there  was  not  money  to 
pay  them,  if  they  went  on  with  work;  but  owing  to  the  many  reports  in 
circulation  of  loans  being  effected,  and  the  general  confidence  that  mo- 
ney would  be  obtained  to  carry  on  the  works,  they  were  induced  to  go 
on  until  they  found  themselves  in  a  condition  that  they  could  not  stop 
without  bringing  upon  themselves  sudden  and  certain  ruin.  The  com- 
missioner, anxious  as  he  was  to  curtail  expenditures,  did  not  think  he  had 
the  power  to  compel  contractors  to  stop  work;  he  believes  that  such  an 
exertion  of  power  would  have  been  out  of  the  line  of  his  duty,  and  cal- 
culated to  do  great  injustice  to  contractors. 

For  particular  information  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
several  works,  reference  is  made  to  the  several  reports  of  M.  A.  Chinn, 
resident  engineer  for  the  fifth  circuit,  herewith  submitted,  and  to  the 
report  of  William  Pollock,  rendent  engineer  upon  the  Illinois  river  im- 
provement, submitted  in  the  report  of  James  M.  Bucklin,  principal  en- 
gineer. 

Hereto  annexed,  is  a  tabular  statement,  showing  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements upon  the  several  works  in  charge. 

HART  FELLOWS, 
Commissioner  5th  Judicial  Circuit. 


Engineers'  Office, 

Rushville,  Illinois,  Dec.  10,  1839. 
Hart  Fellows,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  P.   W.for  the  5th  Jud.  Circuit: 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  statement,  herewith  present- 
ed, entitled  "Tabular  statement,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  all  the 


211 

works  under  contract  upon  the  several  railroads  in  the  5th   Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, December  1,  1839." 

It  is  based  upon  the  detailed  statements  of  a  similar  form,  heretofore 
furnished  you,  and  tl:c  payments  to  contractors  in  this  arc  to  be  under- 
stood as  payments  made  by  estimates  rendered. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  A.  CHINN. 
Resident  Engineer,  5th  Circuit. 

Note.  To  complete  the  works,  to  the  extent  of  line  under  contract 
for  graduation,  will  require  the  letting  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  miles  of  superstructure,  at  the  probable  aggregate  nett  cost  of 
^55,237  68,  which,  added  to  the  total  sum,  totals  under  the  head  of  work 
done  and  to  be  done,  which  will  give  ,3907?167  91,  for  the  nett  cost 
90  42-100  miles  of  railroad  (single  track)  complete. 

M.  A.  C. 
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SEMl-ANNUALr  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SIXTH  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 


DECEMBER  1,  1839. 


Semi-annual   Report  of  John  Dixon,  Acting    Commissioner  of  Ike   sixth 

Judicial  Circuit. 

M.  K.  Alexander,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 
Sir:  The  construction  of  the  public  works,  in  the  sixth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, have  not  progressed  for  the  last  six  months,  with  the  activity 
anticipated.  This  has  been  owing  entirely  to  the  prospective,  and  then 
present,  difficulty  of  procuring  the  requisite  funds  for  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  contractors.  This  consideration  induced  the  undersigned  to 
diss'iade  the  contractors  from  prosecuting  their  jobs,  with  that  vigor  for 
which  they  were  prepared,  notwithstanding  their  caution  and  prudence, 
in  many  instances,  they  have  sustained  loss,  by  reason  of  their  disappoint- 
ment. ,  •       - 

Central  Railroad. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  grading  and  bridging  of  this  road  from  Galena 
south,  was  put  under  contract  in  1 837,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  finish- 
ed. Four  miles  only,  of  the  twenty  authorized  by  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  March  last,  have  been  let  to  contract;  an  efficient  commence- 
ment only  has  lieen  made  on  this  work.  Some  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  in  grading  and  bridging  the  twelve  miles  in  this  circuit, 
from  Rock  river  south,  connecting  with  work  under  contract  in  the  7th 
circuit,  which  forms  a  continuous  line  from  Rock  river  to  the  Illinois,  at 
Peru. 
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Rock  River, 

The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Rock  river,  has  not  progress- 
ed in  proportion  u'ith  its  importance,  and  the  necessity  for  its  comple- 
tion. The  delay  has  been  unavoidable^  on  the  part  of  the  contractors, 
and  is  the  result  of  the  same  cause  that  has  retarded  progress  on  the 
railroad. 

By  reference  to  a  tabular  statement,  herewith  submitted,  may  be  seen 
fully  stated  the  amount  of  funds  received  and  disbursed,  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  DIXON, 
Acting  CommissiQuer  Gth  Judicial  Car. 

SpumGrn^un,  December  1,  1839. 


SEMI-ANN  UAI^  REPORT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SEVENTH  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 


DECEMBF.R  ],  1839. 


Semi-annual  Report  of    E.  Peck,  Commissioner  of    the  seventh  Judicial 

Circuit. 

M.  K.  Alexander,  Esq., 

The  report  of  the  undersigned,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  seventh 
Judicial  Circuit,  showeth  that, since  the  meeting  of  this  Board  in  June, 
but  little  has  occurred  with  which  to  extend  a  report.  Nearly  all  the 
contractors  in  the  above  circuit,  owing  to  the  want  of  money  with  v^hich 
to  liquidate  their  claims,  have  suspended.  I  believe  but  two  of  them 
are  now  prosecuting  their  jobs.  The  engineers  employed  in  that  cir- 
cuit, as  well  those  on  the  river  as  those  on  the  road,  have  been  discharged, 
with  one  exception.  The  progress  of  the  survey  of  the  Illinois  river, 
as  well  as  the  works  on  the  Central  Railroad,  will  appear  by  reference 
to  the  reports  of  the  engineers,  respectivelv  employed  about  each. 

The  tabular  statement  of  my  accounts,  as  filed  in  the  Central  Office, 
will  exhibit  my  pecuniary  standing  with  the  State;  showing  what  has 
been  expended,  and  what  received  by  mc,  during  the  preceding  six 
months. 

'  '     Yours,  &L.C., 

E.  PECK. 

Spkingfiei.d,  December,  1S39. 


MESiSAGl} 


THE    GOVERNOR, 


RELATIVE 


To  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  for  the  navigation  of  the  Great 
Wabash  river  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
and  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accouuts. 


Executive  Department, 

Springfield^  December  20,  1839. 
To  the  Honorable, 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  calling  on  this 
Department  for  all  the  information  in  my  possession,  or  which  can  be 
readily  obtained,  relative  to  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Great  Wabash  river,  the  plan  and  extent  of 
the  work  done,  and  the  cost  of  the  same,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  made 
to  me  on  that  subject,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  of  the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  Treasury  of  this 
State,  and  expended  on  the  improvement  of  said  river,  which  embraces 
all  the  information  in  my  possession  relative  to  the  improvement,  extent 
and  cost  of  the  improvements  in  progress  on  said  river. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 
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Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Springfield^  Illinois,  December  19,  1839. 
To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Carlin, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  communication  of  His  Excellency,  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  dated  December  18,  1839,  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works,  calling  for  certain  information  relative  to  the  improveme'nt 
of  the  Great  Wabash  river,  the  amount  of  money  expended  on  said  im- 
provement, the  plan  and  extent  of  the  work  done,  and  cost  of  the  same, 
I,  under  the'direction  of  the  Board,  submit  the  following  information: 

On  account  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

1837,  surveys,  superintendence,  &c.      -  -     f  732  34 

1838.  do  do  -  -  .    3,135  48 

1838,  construction  ....     2,316  00 

1839,  surveys,  superintendence,  &c.      -  -     1,769  62 
1839,  construction          ....     4,043  OO 

112,001  44 


Amount  paid  on  account  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

1837,  surveys,  superintendence,  &.c.      -  -     ^'732  34 

1838,  do  do  -  -  -     1,056  S3 

1838,  construction  ....     4,093  00 

1839,  surveys,  superintendence,  &c.       -  -     1,023  62 
1839,  construction          -             -            -             -     1 ,465  00 


8,370  79 


,  Amount  not  paid. 

Estimate  to  Wm.  Mudge,  Oct.  20           -  -  $403  07 

Balrer,  Reiley  &  Co.,  Sept.  20  -  193  0S 

"            back  per  centage     -            -  -  972  00 


1,568  15 
$21,940  38 

As  to  the  plan  and  extent  of  the  work,  the  following  is  an  extract 
from  Mr.  Burr's  Report,  of  28th  November,  1837,  to  wit: 

"The  lock  will  be  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  long,  and  thirty- 
eight  feet  wide  in  the  chamber,  and  of  the  same  dimensions  as  those 
used  in  the  Kentucky  rivers,  which  are  now  being  improved.  The 
lock  is  of  sufficient  capacity,  with  a  rise  of  two  and  a  half  feet  in  the 
river,  to  pass  boats  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  the  size  which  includes 
the  most  numerous  class  which  navigate  the  Ohio,  and  at  all  times  to 
pass  boats  drawing  three  and  a  half  feet  water;  the  gates  will  be 
opened  with  capstans,  the  lock  walls  will  be  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 
feet  in  length,  with   pieces  of  crib    work   filled  with  stones,  and   faced 
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■with  plank,  extending  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length  above  and 
below  the  lock,  for  protection  walls. 

"The  dam  will  be  1,000  feet  in  length,  built  with  cribs  of  timber 
filled  with  stones,  and  covered  with  six  inch  plank;  the  site  is  on  the 
sand-rock  bed  of  the  river,  and  affords  a  good  foundation  for  the  dam; 
the  rock  is  more  firm  and  compact  than  that  found  above  water  in  the 
vicinity;  care  has  been  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  site,  to  place  the 
dam  sufficiently  above  the  falls  for  the  agitation  of  the  water,  produced 
in  passing  the  dam,  to  subside  on  the  rock  bed  of  the  river,  to  prevent 
deep  washing  below  the  formation  of  new  sand-bars  to  impede  the  navi- 
gation, and  to  prevent  the  structure  from  being  weakened  and  under- 
mined. The  dam  is  thus  placed  some  distance  up  the  falls,  and  as  a  ne- 
cessary consequence,  the  rock  to  some  extent  has  to  be  excavated  below 
the  lock.  This  selection  of  the  site  lessens  the  height  the  dam  has  to  be 
built  above  one  and  a  half  feet,  and  adds  greatly  to  its  permanency.  This 
rise  on  the  rock  takes  place  above  the  point  where  the  water  will  be  dis- 
charged for  hydraulic  purposes,  so  that  the  fall  secured  by  the  erection 
of  the  dam,  is  fully  equal  to  twelve  feet,  nine  of  which,  according  to 
usual  allowance  of  mill-wrights  for  head  and  fall  races,  will  be  available 
for  machinery,  with  a  supply  of  water  greater  than  can  be  used  for 
many  years  to  come — sufficient  at  least  to  propel  three  hundred  run  of 
4i  feet  mill-stones,  at  seasons  of  the  lowest  stages  of  water,  and  will 
not  be  impeded  by  floods  more  than  six  weeks  in  a  year." 

Extract  from  D.  Burr's  Report  of  November,  1839,  to  wit: 

"A  slight  alteration  in  the  plan  of  the  lock,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Commissioners,  had  been  made  by  increasing  the  width  of  the  chamber 
from  thirty-eight  to  forty-six  feet,  and  its  length  from  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet. 

"As  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work:  The  cost  of  a  permanent  struc- 
ture may  possibly  be  kept  within  the  original  estimate,  and  the  appro- 
priations of  $100,000  made  by  each  of  the  States,  and  certainly  within 
$25,000  of  that  sum,  a  difference  which  would  bo  more. 

"As  to  the  condition  of  the  w^ork,  I  have  only  to  state,  that  the  con- 
tractors for  the  lock  have  excavated  the  earth  from  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  prepared  and  put  in  the  necessary  coffer  dam,  and  made  con- 
siderable progress  in  the  excavation  of  the  lock  pit,  but  to  what  extent 
I  cannot  precisely  state,  as  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
last  estimate;  the  contractors  for  the  dam  and  abutment  have  barely 
made  a  commencement  of  their  work." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  PRENTISS, 
Secretary  of  Board  of  Public    Works. 
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Amount  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Grand  Wabash  river. 


1834,  June  19,  to  Samuel  Mundy 
*'     Sept.  l5,  to         same 

"     Nov.     1,  to         same 

1835,  Feb.  26,  to         same 

Total  amount 


$1,000  00 
1.000  00 
3,000  00 
6,686  71 

111,686  71 


The  above  sum  is  the  avails  of  the  first  10,000  acres  sold  of  the  Ver- 
milion Saline  lands,  and  was  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Great  Wabash  river  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, approved  January  19,  1829. 

i.EVI  DAVIS,  Auditor. 


-..  *}    '■■■■  ^ 


STATEIflBI^T 


FROM    THE 


BOARD    OF    PUBLIC    WORKS, 


Of  the  Real  Estate  purchased  for  the  State  since  the  passage  of  the  act  establishing 
the  Internal  Improvement  System . 


DECEMBER  20,  1839. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Svringjield,  III.,  December  19,  1839. 
To  the  Honorable 

The   Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:  lam  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  submit  the    an- 
nexed tabular  statement,  in  answer  to  the  following  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Senate,  on  the  11th  inst.,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  be 
required  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  all  the  real  estate  which 
has  been  purchased  by  them,  or  any  ol  them,  for  the  State,  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  System  of  Internal  Im- 
provements, showing  in  said  statement  the  location  of  such  real  estate, 
■when  and  for  what  purchased,  from  whom  purchased,  and  at  what  price 
purchased. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,   very   respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  PRENTISS, 

Secretary  B.  P.  W, 

2a 


224 

STA  TEMEJS  T  of  the  Real  Estate  which  has  been  purchased  hy  the  Commission 
since  the  passage  of  the  law  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  In 
what  purpose  purchased;  from  whom,  and  by   whom  purc/iased,    and   at  what 


1 

Description. 

To  what  work 

Date  of  pur- 

charged. 

o  " 

chase. 

Section,  or  part  of. 

Central  Railroad 

5,574 

Feb .  5,     1838. 

n  e  qr 

-      4 

same 

- 

whfn  w  qr,  e  hfs  w  qr,  and  w  hf  s  e 

qr  -       3 

same 

- 

ehfn  e  qr    - 

-     10 

Alton  and  Mount 

Carmel 

6,442 

Jan.  24,   1838. 

n  e  qr,  and  e  hfs  e  qr                 * 

-      6 

same 

6,443 

(I 

e  hfs  e  qr     - 

-    35 

same 

6,444 

.1 

s  w  qr          - 

-     36 

same 

6,445 

i( 

se  qr 

-    11 

same 

6,447 

(( 

n  w  qr         - 

-    11 

same 

6,448 

;i 

s  w  qr,  and  e  hfs  e  qr 

-    32 

same 

5,847 

June  14,  1837. 

n  e  qr 

-      4 

same 

5,850 

11 

e  hf  se  qr    - 

-     19 

same 

5,872 

20 

n  w  qr,  and  e  hf  s  e  qr 

-      9 

same 

5,873 

u 

s  wqr  ofs  e  qr 

-      9 

Alton  &  Shawnce- 

town 

5,848 

14 

n  e  qr,  e  hf  n  w  qr,  s  w  qr,  s  e  qr,  apd 

seqr     |9 

same 

5,849 

(> 

w  hf  n  w  qr,  and  s  w  qr 

-     10 

same 

5,851 

(I 

e  hfs  e  qr    - 

-      8 

same 

- 

- 

n  w  qr 

-    20 

Central 

6,021 

July  16,   1838. 

n  e  qr 

-    22 

same 

- 

(I 

w  hf  n  e  qr  - 

-     15 

same 

- 

« 

e  hf  n  e  qr  - 

-      3 

same 

- 

(( 

whf  s  w  qr 

-    35 

same 

6,042 

21 

e  hf  n  w  qr,  and  n  hf  n  e  qr 

-    26 

same 

- 

11 

e  hf  s  w  qr  - 

-    14 

Alton    and    Shelby- 

ville 

22,038 

April  5,  1839. 

e  hf n  e  qr   - 

-    34 

same 

22,037 

u 

e  hfs  eqr    - 

-      2 

same 

22,035 

t( 

shf 

-    31 

same 

22,036 

•' 

s  hf,  and  n  e  qr 

-     32 

same 

22,067 

16 

w  hfn  e  qr - 

-      6 

Alton   and  Mount 

Carmel 

- 

June  29,  1838. 

s  w  qr 

-     34 

Central  Branch 

10,381 

Mar.  27,  1839. 

n  w  qr,  n  hfs  w  qr,  and  n  w  qr  n  e  qr 

-    29 

same 

- 

11 

w  hf  s  e  qr,  and  n  e  qr  s  e  qr     - 

-    30 

same 

10,211 

6 

s  w  qr 

-    22 

same 

- 

n  hf  n  w  q^- 

-    27 

Alton   and    Mount 

Carmel 

7,659 

Feb .  20,     " 

w  hf  n  e  qr  - 

-     13 

same 

7,658 

(( 

n  e  qr  n  e  qr 

-     13 

Bfyne 

7.657 

u 

s  w  qrs  w  C]r 

-     34 

sataie 

7,656 

u 

s  e  qr  s  w  qr 

-      6 

same 

7,655 

(( 

n  w  qr          - 

-    36 

same 

7,654 

(I 

s  w  qr 

-    3' 

same 

7,653 

(( 

e  hfs  w  qr  - 

-     34 

same 

7,652 

l( 

whf             - 

-      1 

same 

7,651 

(I 

shf 

-    27 

eame 

7,650 

(( 

ehfn  eqr    -                -                - 

-     19 

same 

7,649 

.( 

n  w  qr          - 

-     18 

same 

7,648 

(( 

s  w  qr           .                 -                 . 

-    12 

same 

7,647 

(( 

w  hfs  w  qr,  and  n  w  qr 

-      6 

same 

7.646 

(fc 

s  hfn  vv  qr  -                -                .. 

-      9 

225 

ers  of  the  Board  of  PuUic  Works,  or  any  member  of  it,  for  the  State  of  Illinois 
ternal  Improvements,  showing  the  location  of  such  Real  Estate,  when,  and  for 
price  purchased,  up  to  the  \6th  of  December,  1839. 


01 

o 

O 

t- 

Ph 

d 

^ 

a 

J3 

o 
5 

CI, 

o 
o 

■C    m 

%l 

|2 

p 

Ph 

o 

P4 

o  " 

fl4    C 

16      s 

2 

w 

) 

Board  of Pub- 

United  States 

On  account 

16     s 

2 

w 

}      480 

$1  25 

$600  00 

iic  Works,  by 

1.1. 

of  their  value 

16     s 

2 

w 

) 

Elijah    Wil- 
lard,    Acting 

and  the  mate- 
rial enhance- 

1     s 

5 

w 

233.08 

- 

291  35 

Commission- 

;( 

ment   of   the 

1      s 

6 

w 

80 

- 

100  00 

er. 

(( 

same  by   the 

1      s 

7 

w 

160 

- 

200  00 

(( 

(( 

construction 

2     s 

9 

e 

160 

- 

200  00 

(I 

(( 

of  the   works 

1      s 

5 

e 

160 

- 

200  00 

(I 

(( 

contiguous 

1     s 

7 

e 

249 

- 

300  00 

(( 

(I 

thereto 

2     s 

14w2pm 

159.84 

- 

199  80 

u 

(I 

1      s 

13 

w 

80 

_ 

100  00 

(( 

(> 

2     s 

9  e 

3pm 

240 

- 

300  00 

(I 

(; 

2     s 

9 

u 

40 

- 

50  00 

4( 

u 

9        8 

9 

e 

560 

_ 

700  00 

u 

9        8 

9 

e 

240 

_ 

300  00 

(( 

(I 

9        8 

9 

e 

80 

_ 

100  00 

(( 

u 

7        8 

2 

e 

160 

- 

200  00 

(( 

1.1. 

16        8 

1 

w 

160 

- 

200  00 

u 

(( 

16     s 

1 

w 

80 

- 

100  00 

(( 

(( 

15        8 

1 

w 

73.41 

- 

91  76 

(I 

11 

14        8 

1 

w 

80 

- 

100  00 

(( 

u 

I    14  8 

1 

w 

240 

- 

300  GO 

(( 

(( 

8     n 

8 

w 

80 

_ 

100  00 

John  Hogan. 

41 

7     n 

9 

w 

80 

_ 

100  00 

u 

(. 

8     n 

8 

w 

302 

_ 

377  50 

(( 

(I 

8    n 

8 

w 

480 

600  00 

u 

(4 

7     n 

8 

w 

84,26 

- 

105  33 

(( 

(( 

1        8 

14 

w 

160 

_ 

200  00 

M.  K.  Alex- 

H.O. Terrell. 

12     n 
12     n 

7 
7 

e 
e 

280 
120 

_ 

I  500  00 

ander. 

United  States 

» 

12     n 
12     n 

7 
7 

e 
e 

I  240 

- 

300  00 

(I 

(( 

1         8 

5 

e 

80 

_ 

100  00 

(( 

u 

1      s 

5 

e 

40 

_ 

50  00 

(( 

4( 

1        8 

7 

e 

40 

_ 

50  00 

u 

(( 

1        8 

5 

e 

39.15 

_ 

48  94 

(I 

(I 

1        8 

7 

e 

160 

- 

200  00 

(( 

(( 

1        8 

7 

e 

240 

_ 

300  00 

(( 

(( 

1        8 

7 

e 

80 

_ 

100  00 

u 

(( 

2        8 

7 

e 

311.90 

_ 

389  87 

4. 

u 

1        8 

6 

e 

320 

- 

400  00 

(( 

ii 

1        8 

6 

e 

80 

_ 

100  00 

(( 

(I 

1        8 

6 

e 

134.01 

- 

167  51 

(( 

(( 

1        8 

5 

e 

160 

_ 

200  00 

l( 

(( 

I        8 

5 

e 

254,26 

_ 

317  83 

(( 

(( 

2        8 

8 

e 

80      1 

- 

100  00 

(( 

it 
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STATEMENT 


To  what  work 
charged. 


Date  of  pur- 
chase. 


Alton  and  Mount 

Carrael  Railroad.  ; 

7,645 

Feb   20,  1839 

Central  Railroad      i 

7,013 

Jan.  28,  1839 

same                 i 

do 

u 

same 

do 

a 

same 

do 

i; 

same                  ; 

do 

il 

same                   ; 

do 

.( 

same 

do 

u 

same 

do 

il. 

same 

do 

li 

same 

do 

ii 

same 

7.018 

29 

same 

do 

(( 

game 

do 

11. 

same 

do 

n 

J   same 

7,017 

u 

same 

do 

n 

same 

do 

li 

same 

do 

Cfc 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

7,021 

ti 

same 

do 

u 

same 

do 

(.1 

same 

do 

(I 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

7,019 

u 

same 

do 

li 

same 

do 

1.1. 

same 

di 

u 

same 

do 

u 

same 

do 

(.1. 

same 

do 

u 

same 

do 

li 

same 

do 

ii 

same 

do 

a 

same 

do 

(k 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

do 

(I 

same 

do 

1               u 

same 

7,009 

28 

same 

do 

u 

same 

1    do 

1              (' 

same 

do 

11 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

do 

(( 

same 

do 

a 

same 

do 

it 

'            game 

do 

u 

same 

do 

(I 

same 

do 

« 

same 

do 

u 

Description. 


Section,  or  part  of. 


n  e  qr 

w  hf n  e  qr - 

e  hf  n  w  qr  - 

w  hf n  e  qr  - 

n  w  and  s  e  qr  s  e  qr  - 

w  hf  n  e  qr 

e  hf  n  w  qr 

w  hf  s  w  qr 

n  hf  n  e  qr  - 

w  hf s  e  qr  - 

w  hf  n  w  qr 

s  e  qr  n  e  qr 

w  hf s  e  qr  - 

w  hf  n  wqr,  and  w  hf  s  w  qr 

e  hf  n  w  qr  - 

s  w  qr  - 

s  e  qr  n  e  qr ,  and  n  e  qr  s  c  qr 

n  w  qr 

s  hf  n  w  qr  -  -       ' 

w  hf  s  e  qr ,  and  e  hf  s  w  qr 

e  hf  n  e  qr  - 

ehf  s  e  qr    - 

w  hf  s  w  qr  - 

w  hf  n  w  qr 

e  hf  s  e  (jr    - 

e  hf  n  e  qr   - 

ehf 

s  eqr 

n  e  and  s  e  qr 

s  w  qr 

s  e  qr  n  e  qr 

s  e  qr 

e  hf 

s  vv  qr  n  e  qr 
w  hf  n  w  qr  - 

w  hf  s  w  qr  - 

w  h  f  s  w  qr  - 

w  hf  n  w    qr 

w  hf  s  w  qr  •  - 

w  hf  s  vv  qr 

ehf 

ehfseqr     - 

s  e  qr  -  - 

w  hf  s  w  qr  ivj-^  .      \ 

w  hf  n  w  qr  ■■   ■' 

whf  n  w  qr 

w  hf  s  w   qr 

w  hf  n  w  qr 

e  hf  ne  qr  - 

shf  n  e  qr    - 

e  hf  n  w  qr  - 

s  e  qr  n  e  qr 

ehf  s  e  qr    - 

e  hf  s  e  qr    - 


):A 


1 

12 

12 

12 

13 

13 

13 

23 

23 

35 

5 

5 

4 

9 

28 

29 

33 

28 

33 

5 

5 

28 

28 

29 

29 

5 

8 

17 

20 

29 

29 

32 

8 

4 

4 

9 

21 

21 

28 

20 

29 

32 

33 

33 

21 

21 

28 

29 

17 

17 

8 


-Continued 
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a 


IGO 


$1  25 


\  798.84 


344.30 


640 


,15200  00 


998  55 


430  37 


^  2 


E  5 


"5  C. 


t,  ci. 


[ander.j  I 

M.  K.  Alex-  United  States  On  account 
of  their  value 
and  the  mate- 
rial enhance- 
ment   of   the 

E.   Willard.  '         do.  '^"""^^  "^^  }^'^ 

construction 

of  the  works 

contiguous 

thereto. 


do. 


800  00  lio. 


do. 


do. 


\  466.82 


583  52 


do. 


do. 


J-2008.54 


5,510  67 


do. 


do. 


M  638.48 


2,048  10 


do. 


do. 
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STATEMENT 


To  what  work 
charged. 


12; 


Central  Railroad 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
Alton  and  Mount 
Carmel 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 

same 
Alton    and   Shelby- 


ville 


same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 


Date  of  pur- 
chase. 


7,009 

do 
7,0:20 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
7,601 

do 

do 

do 
9,889 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

9,961 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do    I 
do    I 
do 
do 

10,184 

do 

do 

do 
10,185 

do 

do 

do 

do 
10,186 


Jan.  28,  1839. 

(I 

29 


Description. 


June  6,  1837. 


Feb.   4,  1839. 


11 


Mar.  ],    1839. 


Section,  or  part  of. 


ehfneqr-  -  -  -5 

s  e  qr            -                -                -  -  17 

n  hf  -  -  .  .5 

ehfswqr-  -  -  -5 

n  w  qr          -                -                -  -  8 

w  hf  n  e  qr  -                 -                 -  -  8 

w  hf  s  w  qr  -                 -                 -  -  8 

ehfseqr     -                 -                 -  -  17 

e  hf              -                -                -  -  20 

whf  n  w  qr-                -                -  -  20 

w  hf  n  e  qr  -                -                -  -  29 

w  hf  s  e  qr  -                -                -  -  29 

ehfneqr     -                -                -  -  32 

whf  s  e  qr  -                -                -  -  32 

w  hf  s  wqr  -                -                -  -  18 

neqr           -                -                -  -  18 

w  hf  .s  e  qr  -                -                -  -  18 

n  eqr  s  e  qr                -                -  -  18 

n  e  qr          -                -                -  -  8 

The  whole  -               -               .  -  20 

n  w  qr,  e  hf  s  w  qr,  and  n  w  qr  se  qr  -  29 

whf  s  e  qr, and  n  w  qr                -  -  30 

n  w  qr  n  e  qr,  and  e  hf  s  e  qr     -  -  31 

w  hf  s  w  qr  -                 -                 -  -  32 

seqr  -  -  -  -7 

e  hf  and  s  w  fr.  qr      -                -  -  18 

s  hf  and  w  hfn  w  qr  -                -  -  15 

The  whole  offractional              -  -  19 

The  whole  -                -                -  -  15 

w  hf s  w  qr-                -                -  -  3 

s  eqr,  aride  hf  s  w   qr                 -  -  4 

e  hf  n  w  qr,  s  w  qr  n  w  qr,  and  n  e  fr  qr    -  4 

n  w  qr,  s  e  qr,  and  e  hf  n  e  qr     -  -  9 
s  wqr,  w  hfs  e  qr,  whfn  wqr,  &se  qr  nwqr  10 

w  hf,  and  w  hf  n  e  qr  -                 -  -  15 

n  e  qr,  n  e  cjr  s  e  qr,  and  s  w  qr  s  e  qr       -  23 

w  hfn  e  qr  -                .                -  -  26 

w  hfn  w  qr,  s  e  qr  n  w  qr           -  -  2.5 

e  bf  8  e  qr,  and  s  e  qr  n  e  qr       -  -  19 

w  hf  s  e  qr  -                  •                 -  -  20 
e  Id'  n  e  qr,  n  e  qr  s  w  qr,  and  n  w  qr  n  w  qr  29 

ehf              -                -                -  -  33 

e  hfs  e  qr,  s  w  qr  s  e  qr,  and  n  e  qr  n  e  qr  31 

w  hf  s  w  qr  -                 -                 -  -  24 

e  hf              -                -                -  -  25 

w  hf  n  w  qr,  whf  s  eqr,  and  s>v  qr  -  20 

e  hfs  e  qr,  n  w  qr  seqr              -  -  27 

Lots  No.  1  and  2,  of  d  e  fr.  qr  -  -  1 

e  hf  s  e  qr,  s  w  qr,  and  n  e  fr  qr-  -  2 

shf             -                -                -  -  3 

n  e  qr,  and  e  hf  n  wqr                -  -  9 

n  w  qr,  and  e  hf  n  e  qr                 -  -  10 
Lots  1  &  2  of  n  e  qr,  &  lots  1  &  2  of  n  w  qr  1 
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O 

a 
o 
>i 

c 
rt 

9 

Of 

0) 

o 

rt 

a> 

c 
a; 

1^ 

Total  cost . 

By    whom   pur- 
chased . 

From  whom  pur- 
chased. 

3    (U 

Town- 
ship. 

o 

c 
a 

o  O 

6     s 

6     s 

w 

w 

; 

E.  Willard. 

United  States 

On  account 
oftheirvalue, 

5     s 

w 

and  the  mate- 

5    s 

' 

w 

rial  enhance- 

5    s 

w 

ment    of  the 

5     s 

w 

same,  by  the 

5     s 

w 

construction 

5     s 
5     s 
5     s 

w 
w 
w 

.1467.51 

1 

$1  25 

$1,834  40 

do. 

do. 

of  the  works 

contiguous 

thereto. 

5     s 

w 

5     s 

w 

5     s 

w 

5     s 

w 

2     n 

3 

e  3  p  m 

\ 

2     n 
2     n 

.3 
3 

do 
do 

i    372.98 

- 

466  22 

VVm. Kinney. 

do. 

2     n 

3 

do 

1 

2     n 

e  3  p  ra 

160 

' 

2     n 

do 

640 

2     n 

do 

280 

2     n 

do 

240 

2     n 
2     n 

ao 
do 

120 
80 

\      - 

3,919  67 

do. 

do. 

2     n 

do 

160 

2     n 

do 

454.89 

2     n 

do 

400 

2     n 

do 

600.94 

2     n 

1 

w3pm 

640 

- 

1     n 

3 

e  3  p  m 

80 

1     n 

3 

do 

240 

1     n 

3 

do 

243.05 

1     n 

3 

do 

400 

1     n 

3 

do 

360 

1     n 

3 

do 

400 

1     n 

3 

■do 

240 

1-      - 

4,553  81 

do. 

do. 

1     n 

3 

do 

80 

1     n 

3 

do 

120 

2     n 

3 

do              120       1 

2     u 

3 

do 

80 

2     n 

3 

do 

160 

2     n 

3 

do 

320 

1     n 

4 

do 

160 

J 

11     n 

3 

do 

80 

N 

11     n 
11     n 

3 
3 

do 
do 

320 
320 

- 

1,050  00 

do. 

do. 

11     n 

3 

do 

120 

) 

11     n 

4 

do 

163.19 

^ 

11     n 

4 

do 

398.04 

1 

11     n 

4 

do 

320 

i-  - 

1,701  54 

do. 

do. 

11     n 

4 

do 

240 

1 

11     n 

4 

do 

240 

J 

11     n 

5 

do 

323.35 
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STATEMENT 


.J. 

DescripuoE. 

To  what  work 

Date  of  pur- 

charged. 

°  2 

o  " 

chase. 

Secdon,  or  part  of 

Alton  and  Shelbj- 

1 

w  hf  s  e  qr,  -R-  hf  s  -r-  qr,  n  w  qr  s  e  qr,  and 

ville  Railroad 

10,186 

,  Mar.  1,  1839. 

n  e  qr  s  w  qr 

1 

same 

do 

i; 

'  The  whole  . 

o 

same 

do 

1 

The  ■R-bole   . 

.       3 

same 

do 

u 

E  hf,  and  n  e  fr,  or 

.      4 

same 

do 

" 

n  e  qr            .      ' 

7 

same 

do 

'               u 

nwcr 

.      8 

game 

do 

!             u 

nhf' 

.     10 

.      same 

10,157 

(; 

n  e  fr.  qr       . 

5 

s^me 

10,188 

i( 

s  hf  n  eqr.  and  s  hf     . 

.     25 

same 

do 

(( 

s  e  qr 

.     34 

same 

do 

li 

shf 

.    35 

game 

do 

a 

The  whole    . 

.    36 

same 

10,189 

■  i 

e  hf,  e  hf  s  w  qr,  and  n  e  qr  n  w  qr 

.    24 

same 

do 

11 

n  eqr,  and  s  war 

.     25 

same 

do 

'• 

s  w  qr  s  w  qr 

.     26 

same 

do 

(( 

s  w  qr.  and  n  e  qr       . 

.     35 

same 

do 

(. 

s  e  qr,  and  e  hf  s  w  qr 

.     34 

same 

do 

(( 

n  w  qr,  and  w  hf  n  e  qr 

.     32 

same 

10,190 

(( 

n  hf  s  w  qr,  and  w  hf  s  e  qr 

15 

same 

do 

" 

s  w  qr,  w  hf  s  e  qr,  and  w  hf  n  e  qr 

.     17 

same 

do 

(( 

w  hi  E  e  qr,  w  hf  n  e  qr,  and  s  e  or  n  e  qr 

.    22 

same 

do 

'* 

nhf 

25 

same 

do 

u 

s  e  qr 

.?1 

same 

do 

u 

shf 

32 

same 

do 

(( 

n  hf             . 

.     33 

same 

do 

(( 

neqr 

34 

same 

10,194 

2 

whf 

5 

same 

do 

" 

The  whole  . 

6 

same 

do 

li 

nhf 

7 

same 

do 

t( 

w  hf  nw  qr  . 

8 

same 

,10.195 

1,1, 

The  whole  . 

31 

same 

do 

a 

whf 

32 

same 

10,196 

u 

e  hf  s  wqr,  and  e  hf  n  w  qr 

36 

same 

do 

a 

n  e  qr,  aude  hfse  qr  . 

35 

same 

10.197 

a 

e  hf  n  w  qr,  and  e  hf  s  w  qr 

1 

same 

do 

li 

nhf 

12 

same 

do 

a 

e  hf  n  e  qr    , 

11 

game 

do 

a 

e  hf  s  e  qr.  s  w  qr  s  e  qr,  and  s  e  qr  d  e  qi 

o 

Central  Railroad 

10,11-2 

Feb.  23,  1839. 

w  hf  s  w  qr,  and  w  hf  n  w  fr .  qr 

5 

same 

do 

li 

w  hf  n  e  qr  . 

7 

same 

do 

a 

s  w  fr.  qr      . 

30 

same 

do 

li 

s  hf  s  w  qr,  and  n  w  fr.  qr 

31 

same 

10.116 

u 

n  e  qr ,  w  hf  s  e  qr.  and  s  e  qr  s  e  qr 

33 

same 

do 

a 

s  hf,  e  hfne  qr.  and  e  hf  n  wfr.  qr* 

28 

same 

'0,113 

u 

w  hfn  w  fr.  qr,  and  whfs  w  qr  . 

4 

same 

do 

u 

e  hf  n  e  fr.  qr,  and  e  hf  s  e  qr 

5 

same 

do 

(( 

whf  s  w  qr  . 

9 

same 

do 

i( 

whfs  eqr     .... 

17 

same 

do 

(( 

w  hfn  eqr, and  s  e  qr 

20 

same 

10,114 

(I 

ehf                .                 .                 . 

4 

same 

do 

a 

ehf 

9 

same 

do 

^i 

w  hf  n  e  qr,  and  s  w  qr 

28 

same 

do 

n                 I 

w  hf              .                 .                 .         ' 

33 

same 

10,115 

Ik                 ' 

whfs  eqr      .... 

4 
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m 
o 

o 

o 
a 

1 

r-. 

u 
S 

c 

e 

o 

Ph 

o 

1 

m 
O 
o 

o 

«  p 

6 

O    o 
fen    C. 

11     n 

5e  3  p  m 

240 

-. 

11     n 

5     do 

645.91 

11     n 

5     do 

644.53 

11     n 

5     do 

482.92 

}>$1  25 

3,720  89 

Wm .  Kinney 

United  States 

On  account 

11     n 

5     do 

160 

1 

of  their  value, 

11    n 

5     do 

160 

and  the  rnate- 

11     n 

5     do 

320 

lial  enhance- 

11    n 

6    do 

157.44 

~ 

196  80 

do 

ment    of   the 

12    n 

4    do 

400 

same  by    the 

12    n 
12    n 

4     do 
4     do 

160 
320 

[      - 

1,900  00 

do 

construction 
of  the  works 

12    n 

4    do 

640 

) 

contiguous 

12    n 

•   5    do 

440 

"1 

thereto. 

12    n 

5     do 

320 

12    n 
12    n 

5     do 
5     do 

40 
320 

>■     - 

2,000  00 

do 

12    n 

5     do 

240 

12    n 

5     do 

240 

■  ' 

12    n 

6     do 

560 

' 

12     n 

6     do 

320 

12    n 

6    do 

600 

12     n 

6    do 

320 

12    n 

6    do 

160 

>     - 

3,450  .00 

do 

12    n 

6     do 

320 

12     n 

6    do 

320 

12     n 

6     do 

160 

J 

8     n 

1     do 

319.91 

8     n 
8    n 

1     do 
1     do 

679.04 
335.40 

[       - 

1,767  94 

do 

8    n 

1     do 

80 

N 

9     n 

9     n 

1     do 
1     do 

662.25 
320 

1,227  81 

do 

9       Tl 

9    n 

1  w  3p  m 
1     do 

560 
240 

1,000  00 

do 

8    n 

1     do 

564  12 

- 

8    n 
8     n 

1     do 
1     do 

320 

80 

[   - 

1,406  12 

do 

8    n 

1     do 

160.78 

1 

1     n 

1  e  3  p  m 

153.00 

\ 

1     n 
1     n 

1     do 
1     do 

80 
149  04 

[   - 

763  58 

do 

1     n 

1     do 

228.22 

1 

6    n 

1     do 

280 

\ 

6    n 

1     do 

462.24 

^ 

927  80 

do 

3    n 

1     do 

16.3.06 

-j 

3    n 

1     do 

161.45 

■ 

3    n 

1    do 

80 

"•  ~ 

905  64 

do 

, 

3    n 

1     do 

80 

3    n 

1     do 

240 

4     n 

1     do 

328.99 

\ 

4     n 
4    n 

1     do 
1     do 

320 
240 

[   - 

1,511 23 ; 

do 

4    n 

1     do 

320 

) 

5    n 

1     do 

80 
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STATEMENT 


Description. 

To  what  work 

o 

Date  of  pur- 

charged. 

O    sJ 

chase. 

•  a 
o  " 

Section,  or  part  of. 

Tentral  Railroad 

10,115 

Feb.  23,  1S3D. 

w  hf  n  e  qr  . 

9 

same 

do 

u 

0  hf  s  w  qr     . 

10 

same 

do 

ii 

whf  s  w  qr,  s  wqr  n  wqr,  and  n  e  qrn-vv  qr 

15 

same 

do 

a 

n  w  qr  n  e  qr,  and  s  e  qrs  w  qr  . 

15 

same 

do 

a 

e  hf  s  e  qr,  and  s  w  qrs  e  qr 

15 

same 

do 

a 

e  hf  n  eqr     . 

21 

same 

do 

a 

w  hf  n  e  qr,  and  s  e  qr 

28 

same 

do 

u 

ehf 

33 

To  what  work 
charged. 


Little  Wabash  Riv- 
er Improvement. 


do. 


Date  of  pur- 
chase. 


Aug.l,lS39. 


Aug.  3, 


Rock  River  Im- 
provement. 


Description . 


Sept.  6, 183ii. 


11, 


Commencing  at  the  half  mile  corner  on  the  section 
line  dividing  sections  twelve  and  thirteen,  of  township 
Sve  south,  range  nine  east,  thence  south  44  degrees  30 
[minutes,  250  feet;  thence  south  81  deg.  3  min.  east,  652 
feet ;  thence  north  477  feet ;  thence  north  30  degrees  30 
minutes  west,  till  it  intersects  a  line  drawn  due  north 
from  the  aforesaid  half  mile  corner;  thence  due  south 
to  the  point  of  commencement,  situated  in  White 
county  -  -  -  -  -    . 

Lines  run  to  the  true  meridian. 

Commencing  at  a  point  on  the  section  line  between 
sections  sixteen  and  seventeen,  township  seven  south, 
range  ten  east,  348  feet  due  north  from  the  north  bank 
of  the  Little  Wabash  river ;  thence  north  70  deg.  30  min. 
west  1,485  feet;  thence  south  27  deg.  30  min.  west,  720 
feet  to  a  point  on  the  north  side  of  Water  st.,  immediate- 
ly opposite  the  southwest  corner  of  Water  and  Mill 
streets  in  the  town  of  New  Haven;  thence  south  71 
deg.  30  min.  east  1,550  feet;  thence  south  86,  east  267 
feet,  till  it  intersects  the  aforementioned  section  line; 
thence  due  north  along  the  section  line  to  the  point  of 
commencement,  situated  in  White  and  Gallatin  coun- 
ties _  .  .  -  . 
Courses  run  to  the  true  meridian. 


Seven  acres  of  land 


Lots  nos.  15  and  16,in  block  no.  8,  in  Ties'  addition 
to  the  town  of  Springfield,  purchased  in  June,  1839, 
by  the  Acting  Commissioner,  first  judicial  circuit,  by 
order  of  the  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  a  Central  Office 

A  lot  in  Jacksonville,  purchased  by  the  late  Acting 
Conmiissioiier  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  of  Joseph 
Duncan,  for  depot  ground,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  has  been  resold  to  the  same  person  for  the 
same  amount,  to  be  paid  by  him  when  a  deed  shall  be 
made  to  him  by  authority  of  law  -  , 
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w 

a- 
t- 
o 
d 
t— 
O 
>> 

a 

3 

9 

O 

1.3 

cu 
a. 
<v 

Cu 

m 
O 
O 

o 

By    whom   pur- 
chased. 

From  whom  pur- 
chased. 

p     0) 

a 

'5  o 

Town- 
ship. 

Range 

For   wl 
pose  pu 

5     n 

1         e 

80 

-^ 

On  account 

5     n 

1         e 

80 

of  their  value 

5    n 

1         e 

160 

and  the  mate- 

5   n 
5    n 

1         e 
1         e 

80 
120 

-$I  25 

1,550  00 

W.  Kinney. 

UnitedStates 

rial  enhance- 
ment   of  the 

5    n 

1         e 

80 

same,  by  the 

5    n 

1         e 

240 

CDUstruction 

5    n 

1         e 

3^0 

) 

ofworks  con- 
tiguous there- 
to. 

42,291.66 

52,864  55 

Quantity 
of  acres. 


18.53 


27.03 


$20,000 


20,000 


15,000 


1,600 


•  1,000 


Elijah  Willard. 


John  Dixon,  on  the 
award  of  jurors. 


From  whom  pur- 
chased. 


Charles  J.  Weed, 


For  what  purpose  pur- 
chased. 


Scite  for  dam,  locks, 
water  privileges,  and 
for  the  ia.provement 
of  the  navigation  of 
the  river. 


Ephr'm  H.  Gatewood. 
Alcjx'r  Kirkpatrick,& 
Moses  M.  Rawlings. 

John  Dement, 
Joshua  Vandruff, 
Henry  B.  Truett, 


E.  G.Johns. 


Joseph  Duncan. 


do. 


do 


Central  office. 


Depot. 
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STATEMENT 


N.   Cross   railroad 

Central 
same 


Alton  &  Shawnee- 
town 
same 
same 


Central  Branch 
AltoncSi,  Mt.Carmel 


May  27,  1839, 


April, 
Auir.  21 


March, 


Jan. 


1838. 
1838, 


1838, 
1S38, 


1838. 
1839. 


A  (I. "nation  of  other  lots  suitable  for  the  purpose  ol" 
depot  buildings  in  'he  town  of  .Jacksonville  has  been 
made  by  J.  .1.  Hardin,  Esq  .  -  - 

Lots  for  depot  buildings  have  been  donated  to  the 
State,  at  Meredosia,  by  January  &,  Dunlap;  at  New 
Berlin  by  Mr.  T.  Yates,  and  at  Springfield  by  Jonas 
Whitney,  Esq. 

At  Decatur  a  donation  of  lots  suitable  for  depot 
buildings  will  bo  made,  but  no  deed  of  conveyance 
has  as  yet  been  executed. 

Part  of  lot  Mo.  4,  in  block  No.  3,  in  Broadway,  in 
the  town  of  Quincy. 

House  and  lot  No.  01,  in  .Fonesboro' . 

Ten  acres  of  land  in  Cairo  city,  in  Alexander  coun- 
ty', being  a  part  of  the  north  half  of  section  No .  '25, 
township  17th  south,  range  1  west. 

Three-fourths  of  an  acre  of  ground  at  Equality,  in 
Gallatin  couut3', 

In-lot  no.  1,178,  -  (in  Shawneetown,  at  the  termi- 

In-lots  nos.  1,175    ^nation  of  the  Alton  and  Shaw- 
and   1,17G,         -  f  neetown  railroad, 

Half  of  out-lot    no.   272.   containing    three  acre?, 

A  lot  of  "Tound  at  Paris, 

A  lot  oi' ground  in  Mount  Carmel 

A  lot  of  ground  in  Danville 

Twenty-eight  acres  of  land  proposed  to  be  dona- 
by  the  citizens  of  Covington,  Indiana,  for  the  use  of 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  for  ivhich  they  have  ex- 
ecuted a  bond  for  a  deed. 


.,.^;... 


■or-. 


.iOr,;^'i       '  .'  i:-,UO<I  lijOS'.- 


■■<-•,■' 
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Total  cost. 

By  whom  purchased. 

From  whom  purchased. 

For  what    purpose  pur- 
chased . 

Donation. 

J .  J.  Hardin  . 

Depot. 

Donations. 

January  &  Dunlap,  T  . 
Yates,  &,  J.  Whitney. 

Depot. 

Donation . 

Depot. 

250  00 
3,000  00 

H.  Fellows,  Com'r. 
E.  Willard,  Com'r, 

C.E.  Yatca. 
W.  Willard. 

Depot. 
Railroad  office. 

500  00 

E  Willard,  Com'r. 

William  Day. 

Depots  at  S.  term  C.  R. 

Donation, 
do 

John  Crenshaw. 
Jeptha  Hardin,  and 
P.  Redman. 

5-  Depots. 

45  00 
250  00 

do 
M.  K.Alexander,  Com'r 

same 
Donation. 

John  Siddall. 
Thomas  S.  Hinds. 

Use  of  C.  B.  railroad. 
Alton  &  ]\It.Carmel  R. 
Depots  N.  C,  railroad. 

$114,509  55 

ii;(k 


Jir^-tr'ii..'.  .  r 


.(M/ri>.fi<  .{  !• 


U(  .iv  j;;. .  ;:_:c; 


^.,  t;i;ij.i<iA<; 


•,(. ;  ";:"i  ,  .■    ,,;  !if  iv 


.>  :.-(0'. 


REPORT 


THE  ACTING  COMMESSIONE  US 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


IN    RKPLY    TO   A    RESOLUTION    OF    THE    HOVSE. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Springjleld,  III.,  December  2Q,  1839. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
requesting  the  Board  of  FubUc  Works  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives "  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures  upon  each  railroad 
in  this  State,  the  number  of  engineers  and  agents  in  the  employ  of  the 
State  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1839,  and  the  number  now  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  State,  together  with  the  amount  of  compensation  received  by 
each,  and  also  a  tabular  statement  of  all  moneys  paid  to  officers  belonging 
to  or  connected  with  the  System  of  Internal  Improvements;  and  also  a 
statement  of  moneys  paid  to  contractors  and  hands |for  work  and  labor 
actually  done  upon  the  public  works  of  this  State;  and  also  their  opinion 
as  to  the  probable  cost  of  aU  the  works  contemplated  by  the  several  laws 
relative  to  Internal  Improvements'- — 

1  am  instructed  to  submit  the  accompanying  documents,  which  will 
show  a  detailed  statement  of  expenditures,  from  the  1st  December,  1838, 
to  the  1st  June,  1839.  The  statement  of  expenditures  from  June  last, 
to  December  instant,  has  been  furnished  in  the  late  semi-annual  report  to 
the  Governor,  now  before  the  House.  Ths  amount  of  expenditures  pre- 
vious to  December  last  has  been  furnished  in  a  report  to  the  Legislature, 
at  its  preceding  session.  That  portion  o/  the  resolution,  inquiring  after 
the  number  of  agents  and  engineers  in  the  employ  of  the  State,  is  answered 
by  the  accompanying  tabular  st-^tement. 

And  as  to  their  opinion  in  relation  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  various 
works  contemplated  in  the  Internal  Improvement  System,  will  be  found 
in  page  seven  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  furnished  the 
Legislature  at  their  last  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  serv't, 
WM.  PRENTISS, 

Secretary  B,  P.  Worhs» 
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TABLE  1. — Register  of  Engineers,  Draughtsman,  JRodmen,  Levellers,  ^c 


Names  and  s^radeof  thosei  Where  andhovv  employed.  VVhen,  and  for  what  time 
employed.  employed. 


George  P.  Plant,  senior  as- 
sistant engineer 

B.  F.  Orear,  junior   assis- 
tant engin'r  and  leveller 

Victor  Phlllippi,  rodman 

L.  Bristol,  junior   ass't  en- 
gineer &  draughtsman 

N.  Kosisalouski,  draughts 
man 

EdvTard  iMlodzlanowski,jr 
assistant  engineer 

Wm.  G.  Ware,  leveller   - 

John    B.    Watson,  junior 

assistant  engineer 
Jas.  H.  Craghead,  rodman 

Winfield  S.  Wilkinson,  jr. 

assistant  engineer 
M.  S.  Wilkinson,  leveller 

John  Dunn,  rodman 
J.  G.  Floyd,  senior  assis't 
engineer 


J.  X.    Ryklisk}^,  draughts- 
man and  jr.  ass't  eng'r 

J.  W.Hedenburg,  draugh  :s- 
man 


Thomas  Law,  rodman     - 
.Tohn  F.  Warren 
George  MoLeod, junior  as- 
sistant engineer 

J.  A.  Nuser,  rodman 

J.  T.  Suly,  junior  assistant 
engineer  -  - 

Wm.  F.  Elkin,  ageni  for 
procuring  right  of  way 

James  Field,  locomotive 
engineer 

T.  Foster,  locomotive  en- 
gineer 

J.  E.  Tolfree,  superinten- 
dent turntable 

J.  E.  Tolfree,  superinten- 
dent on  road 

G.  W.  Smith,  clerk 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  chief  engi- 
neer 

Daniels,  engineer  on 

locomotive 


In  charge  of  party  on  con-  1st  April,  for  two  years,  or 
struction,  1st   division  N.    so  long   as  his  services  be 


Cross  railroad 
On    1st  division  Northern 

Cross  railroad 
do 
1st  div.  N.  C.  railroad,  and 

in  office,  Jacksonville     - 

District  office,  Jacksonville 

lu  cliarge  of  party  on  con- 
struction, 1st  sec.  2d  div. 
N.  C.  railroad 

1st  section,  2d  div.  N.  C. 
railroad 

In  charge  of  party  on  con- 
struction, 2d  sec.  2d  div. 
N.  C.  railroad 

On  2d  section,  2d  div.  N. 
C,  railroad 

In  charge  construction  3d 
div.  N.  C.  railroad 

On  3d  division  N.  C.  rail- 
road 

do  -  I 

In  charge  of  locating  par- 
ty on  the  3d  division  N.  C. 
Railroad  and  Pekin  and 
Bloomington  railroad 

In  district  office,  Jackson- 
ville, and  with  locating 
party  under  J.  G.  Floyd 

VVith  locatinu:  panj'  onN. 
C.  railroad  and  Pekin  and 
Bloomington  railroad 

do 
do 

In  charge  of  construction 
on  Pekin  and  Blooming- 
ton railroad 

On  Pekin  and  Blooming 
ton  railroad 

With  locating  party  on  Pe- 
kin &  Bloomington   rail 
road 

On  Pekin  and  Blooming 
ton  railroad  and  on  N.  C 
railroad 

On  N.  C.  railroad,  in  ope 

I  ration  from  IMercdosia  - 


required 


same 
same 


same 
same 

same 

same 

same 

same 
same 


same 
same 


do  _        - 

On  N.  C.   railroad  in  ope 
ration  from  Meredosia 
In  district  office 


July  3d,  for  one  month     - 
April  25th,    so  long  as  his 

services  may   be  needed 

at  $3  00  per  day 
April   1st,  so  long   as   his 

services  may  be  needed 


May  13th,  as  long  as  need- 
ed 
July    1st,   as  long  as  his 

services  may  be  needed 
Juno  21st,  long  as  needed 
In  1st  and  5  th  judicial  cir-jMarch   4th,  by    Board   of 
cuits  -  -  I   Public  Works 

1st  division  N.  C.  railroad' 
in  operation  from  Mere-| 
dosia  east  -    November  1st, 
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employed  by  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  First  Judicial  Circuit. 


Remarks. 


In  cause  of  duties  assigned  him  first  August,  and  salary  raised  to  $75, 
per  month        -..--._ 
^     Died  31st  August,  1839       -.---- 
<^harged  with  superintendence  of  public  Buildings,  May  15th,  and  sa- 
lary raised  while  thus  employed  to  $100  per  month     -  -  - 


Increase  of  duties  assigned  him  1st  June,  and  salary  raised  to  $66  661 
per  month         _.-_-_. 


Total  amo'nt 
comp'sation. 


66§  per  month;  dis- 


Discharged  24th  October 

Discharged  24th  October 
Discharo-ed  31st  Ausrust 


Resigned 


Discharged  30th  September 


Discharged  30th  September 
Duties  increased  and  salary  raised  Ist  June, 
charged  30th  September      -  .  - 

do  do     -  - 


Discharged  20th  November 


Discharged  12th  November 
Discharged  30th  June     - 


Discharged  15th  October  .  .  -  .  . 

Salary  reduced  October  1st,  to  66  661  per  month  -  -  - 

Discharged  October  14th  -  -  _  -  . 

Amount  paid  him  by  the  Commissioner  of  1st  Circuit  for  services  since 
1st  April  ____._. 


All  assistant  engineer^  to  be  discontinued  so  soon  as  the  laying  of  super- 
structure ceases 
2  B 


$875  00 

491  66 
225  00 

650  00 

466  66 

700  00 
453  33 

700  00 

213  00 

680  00 

306  00 
225  00 


875  00 
368  88 

400  00 

356  66 

356  65 

700  00 
345  00 

75  00 

603  00 

300  00 


680  60 
250  00 
160  50 

1,458  32 
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A  STATEMEJST  of  the  names,    grade,    salaries,    <f-c.    of  the  several  engi 
the  time  when  employed,  omohat  loork,  and  when  discontinued;  together  with  the 


Names. 


Edward  Smith 
Frederick  liaun 

Samuel  Brook,  Jr.  - 

George  W,  Long  - 

Wm.  R.  Singleton  - 
Walter  Tcrrill 

John  Scheel 
George  W.  Long 

C.  W.  Gay 

Samuel  Brook,  jr.     - 

Frederick  Haun 
E.  M.  Holrnnn 
Wm.  B.  Lanphier     - 

Thomas  J.  McKean 

A.  W.  Cutter 

E.  Travers 

S.  B.  Lesher 
J.  E.  Davidson 

W.F.  Beach 

E.  K .  Smith 

E.  M.  Holman 

J.  Burnap 

J.  F.  Brown 

J.  E.  Davidson 


Grade  and  on  what  work  employed.     \      When   employed. 


Principal  engineer  fourth  Engineering 
district   -  .  -  - 

Senior  assistant,  Alton  and  Shelbyville, 
in  charge  also  ol' location  on  Central 
railroad  _  -  . 

Senior  Assistant,  in  charge  oJ  construc- 
tion Alton  and  Shelbyviile  railroad    - 

Senior  Assistant,  in  charge  of  construc- 
tion Alton  and  Mt.Carmel  railroad   - 

Junior  assistant,  in  charge  of  construc- 
tion Centra]  railroad 

Senior  assistant,  in  charge  of  location 
on  Alton  and  Shawneetown,  and  Al- 
ton and  Mt.  Carmel  railroad 

Junior  assistant,  in  charge  oi  construc- 
tion Western  Mail  route 

Resident  engineer,  in  charge  of  con- 
struction Alton  and  Mount  Carmel 
railroad  .  .  . 

Junior  assistant.  Central  railroad 

Junior  assistant,  in  charge  of  construc- 
tion Central  railroad 
Resident,  Alton  and  Shelbyviile  rail- 
road and  acting  senior  engineer 

Junior  assistant,  in  locating  Alton  and 
Shelbyviile  and  Cemral  railroad 

Junior  assistant,  Alton  and  Mount 
Carmel  and  Alton  and  Shawneetown 
railroad  ... 

Junior  assistant,  in  charge  of  construc- 
tion Central  railroad 

Assistant  leveller.  Central  railroad  lo- 
cation   .  -  -  - 

Rodman,  locating  party  in  charge  of 
W.  Terrill 

Surveyor,  do  do 

Rodman,  Alton  and  Shelbyviile  rail- 
road       .  •  -  - 

Draughtsman,  Alton  and  Mount  Car- 
mel railroad  _  -  - 

Draughtsman,  Alton  and  Shelbyviile 
railroad  .  -  _ 

Junior  assistant,  Alton  and  Mount 
Carmel  railroad    -  -  - 

Surveyor,  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel 
railroad  _  -  . 

Draughtsman,  (specially  employed  for 
extra  services)      -  -  - 

Rodman,  Central  railroad     - 


March  5,  1839. 

March  1  to  June  1 

March  1  to  June  1 

March  7  to  June  1 
March  1   to   April  14, 

1639 

MarchS  to  Aug.6,1839 
March  5,  1839 

June  1,  1839 
April  1  to  June  17 

June  1  to  August  15  - 

June  1  - 

March  24  to  June  14  - 

March  15  to  June  1    - 

July  24  to  October  1  - 

March  4  to  June  3,> 
at  $2  19  per  day      ^ 

March  15  to  June  3    - 
March  27  to  June  3    - 

March  1  to  June  1 

March  18   to  April  35 

14  days  at  $3  per  day 

June  14  to  Sept.  20 .  - 

March  5  to  June  15    - 

June  1  to  Oct.  1, 1839 
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neers,  agents,  officers,  Sj-c.  employed  in  the  Second  Judicial   Circuit,  shovnng 
aggregate  of  their  compensation,  from  March  4</t  to  December  2d,  inclusive. 


Salary  per  month 

Total. 

Remarks. 

$208  33 

$1,125  00 

Died  August  23,  1839 

125  00 

375  00 

125  00 

375  00 

Transferred  to  Central  railroad 

125  00 

350  00 

125  00 

153  67 

Left  service 

125  00 

650  00 

Resigned. 

100  00 

900  GO 

Yet  in  service.                                                                       , 

150  00 
66  66 

900  00 

184  58 

Yet  in  service. 
Discontinued. 

100  00 

250  00 

Resigned. 

- 

765  62 

Yet  in  service. 

66  65 

174  33 

66  66 

174  54 

100  00 

226  66 

Discontinued. 

- 

199  00 

30  00 
30  00 

76  le 
66  94 

35  00 

145  00 

Transferred  to  Central  Railroad . 

- 

64  00 

Discontinued. 

- 

42  00 

75  00 

262  50 

45  00 

135  00 

35  00 

93  60 
144  00 

Discharged. 
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Names. 


Grade,  and  on  what  work  employed. 


Wm.  B.  Lanphler 

S.B.Lesher 

E.  Travers 

J.  B,  Hundley 
Wm.  R.  Holley 

S.  B.  Lesher 
J.  F.  Brown 
J.  Burnap 

William  B.  Hundley 

J,  Riley 

H.  Foster 
J.  W.  Finber 

O.  A.  Eddy 


Junior  assistant,  Alton  and  Shelbyville 
railroad  .  .  . 

Surveyor,    Alton    and     Shawneetown 
railroad  _  _  . 

Rodman,     Alton     and     Shawneetown 
railroad 

General  agent  while  Circuit 

Superintendent  masonry,   Great  West- 
ern mail  route     - 

Rodman,  Great  Western  mail  route 

Draughtsman  for  the  circuit 

Assistant  engineer  and  rodman,  Alton 
and  Mount  Carmel  railroad 

Rodman,    Alton    and    Mount  Carmel 
railroad 

Rodman,  Alton   and   Shelbyville  rail- 
road     -  -  - 
do  do 

Surveyor,  Alton  and  Shelbyville  rail 
road      -  -  -  . 

Clerk       .... 


When  employed. 


June  8,  to  Oct.  1,  1839 

June  26,  to  August  15 

June  26  to  October  1 
March  5       - 

August  12,  to  Oct.  12 
August  15,  to  Oct.  1  - 
June  1  - 

Juneie,  to  Sept.  14, 183.9 

October  2  - 

June  1  - 

June  14,  to  Sept.  20    - 

Augusts,  to  Sept.  14, 

at  $2  per  day 
March  5      - 


^s<>.. 


■(   . 

I     CO  2K! 

i  Msd  !.'t: 


00  <1T 

0(-  u 


243 

TABLE  2— Continued. 


Salary  per  month. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

$75  00 

$■292  24 

40  00 

66  00 

Transferred  to  Great  Western  mail  route . 

40  00 

127  50 

Discontinued. 

75  00 

675  00 

Still  in  service. 

66  66 

133  33 

Discontinued. 

44  00 

61  50 

Discontinued. 

66  66 

399  96 

Still  in  service. 

- 

174  87 

Discontinued. 

.35  00 

70  00 

Still  in  service. 

35  00 

209  50 

Still  in  service. 

35  00 

114  33 

Discontinued. 

_ 

80  00 

Discontinued. 

66  66 

599  94 

Still  in  service. 
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A  STATEMENT  of  the  names,  grade,  and  salaries  of  the  several  engineers, 
on  each  ivork,  and  wJien  discontinued,  together  with  the  aggregate  of 


Names  and  a;rade. 


Work  employed  upon. 


When  employed. 


J.  Freeman,  chief  engin'r. 

R.  A.  Gilpin,  sen.  as't  eng. 

Same,    resident  eng'r 

D.  N.  Lathrop,  as't  eng'r. 
G.  A.  Koblitz,  jun.  as't  eng. 
B.  G.  Roots,  jun.  as't  eng'r. 

Same,  do 

Alex .  Wurts,      do 

Same,  do 

J.  H.  Dickerson,  as't  eng'r 
W.R.Singleton,jr.  as't  eng. 
P.  S.  Noxon,as't  eng'r. 
W.  Crichton,  do 
J,  P.  Hector,  do 
L.  A.  Mecklot,  rodman 
W.  Collet,  do 

W.S.Thomas,  cl'k&rod'n. 

vSame,        rodman 

Same,  do 

',  M.  Willard,  clerk 
W.Gilpin,  alt'y  and  agent 
W.  Odeum,  rodman 
A.J.  Spencer,  do. 
VV.  Davie,  clerk 


Fifth  District 

Central  railroad 

Alton    and    Sliawneetown    rail- 
road, and  Little  Wabash  river 

Alton  tfc  Shawneetovvn  railroad 

Central  railroad 

Alton  &  Shawueetown  railroad 
same    -  -  - 

same    -  -  - 

same    -  -  . 

Central  railroad 

same    -  -  - 

same    -  -  - 

same    -  -  - 

Alton  &i.  Shawneetown  railroad 

Central  railroad 

same    -  -  - 

same    -  -  - 

same    -  -  . 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  railroad 

Central  railroad 

Alton  &  Shawneetown  railroad 

Central  railroad 

same    -  -  . 

same    -  -  . 


March  2,1839 

March  l,1839,to  April  20 

April  20  to  Dec.  2,  1839 
March  1  to  31, 1839 
March  1  to  Sept.  24, 1839 
April  1  to  June  19,  1839 
June  19  to  Sept.  21, 1839 
April  1  to  June  19,  1839 
June  19  to  Sept.  30, 1839 
May  28  to  Sept.  24,  1839 
April  10  to  June  27, 1839 
May  28  to  Dec.  2,  1839 
August  15  toDec.2,1839 
May  20  to  Dec.  2,  1839 
June  5  to  Sept.  24,  1839 
June  27  to  Sept.  24,  1839 
March  1  to  April  30, 1839 
April  30  to  June  30, 1839 
June  30  to  Dec.  2,  1839 
May  12  to  25,  1839  - 
July  8  to  Sept.  1,  18.39  - 
Oct.  1  to  Dec.  1,  1839  - 
Oct.  24  to  Nov.  16,  1839 
Nov.  6  to  Nov.  15,  1839 


245 

TABLE  3. 

^c.  employed  in  the  Third  Judicial  Circuit;  showing  the  time  when  employed 
on  their  compensation  from  March  \st,  1839,  to  December  2d,  1839. 


Salary — rate  per  month  or  day. 


$3,500  per  annum 


2,000  per 

annum 

2,000 

do 

1,000 

do 

1,200 

do 

1,500 

do 

800 

do 

900 

do 

],500 

do 

1,000 

do 

1,500 

do 

1,400 

do 

1,080 

do 

45  per 

month 

55 

do 

80 

do 

2  per 

day 

4 

do 

35  pel 

month 

•35 

do 

3  per 

day 

173  31 

177  50 


Am't  paid 
each. 


|1,875  00 

1,500  00 

166  66 
595  83 
260  00 
.375  00 

350  81 

487  50 
213  90 
766  66 
408  31 
296  09 
163  00 
159  50 

720  00 

24  00 
2->n  00 
70  00 
27  00 
97  00 


Remarks. 


Yet 


in  service. 


Yet  in  service. 

Left  service  March  31, 1839. 
Left  service  September  24,  1839. 

Left  service  September  21,  18-39. 

Left  service  September  30,  1839. 

Left  service  September  24, 1839 . 

Left  service  June  27,  1839. 

Yet  in  service. 

Yet  in  service. 

Yet  in  service. 

Left  in  service  September  24,  1839. 

Left  service  September  24,  1839  . 

Yet  in  service. 

Left  service  May  25,  1839. 
Left  service  September  1,  1839. 
Left  service  December  1,  1839. 
Left  service  November  16,  1839. 
Left  service  November  15,  1839. 
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TABLE  4. 

A  STATBMEIST  of  the  names,  grade  and  salaries  of  the  several  engineers, 
employed  on  each  work,  and  token  discontinued,  together  ivith  the  aggre- 


Names  and  grade. 

Work  employed 

upon. 

"When  employed. 

D.C.  Bonham,resid't  eng. 

Alton 

&,  Mount  Carmel  railroad 

March  5,  1839 

A.J.  GaIIowa3',jr  as't  eng. 

same 

- 

- 

March  12,  IS.-^a 

to  April  27 

Same,             do 

same 

- 

- 

August  5,  to  Nov.  1,  1839 

W.S.  Conistock,  surveyor 

same 

- 

. 

March  28, 1839 

- 

W.  F.  Brawley,  rodman 

same 

. 

. 

March  25,  1839 

- 

V.B.Bell,            do 

same 

. 

. 

March  25,  lt?39 

- 

}i.  0.  Terrell,      do 

same 

- 

- 

April  1,  1839 

- 

~ 

J.F.  Brown, draughtsman 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

- 

D.  Burr,  principal  eng'r 

Great 

Wabash  river 

- 

- 

do 

- 

- 

ET.  Cooper,  assistant  eng'r 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

- 

E.  K.  Smith,  draughtsman 

same 

- 

- 

do 

. 

- 

W.  B.  Archer,  agent 

Charl 

eston  &  Wabash 

turnpike 

March  15,  1839 

- 

- 

A.  M.  Chapin,  engineer 

same 

_ 

. 

March  18.  18.39 

- 

- 

I'avid  Bell,  rodman 

same 

- 

- 

April  28,  18.39 

- 

- 

D.  Hearsum,  resid't  eng'r. 

Great 

Western  mail  route 

.upril  ],  18.39,  to 

June  1 

Same,            do 

same 

- 

- 

.Tune  J,  1839,  to 

Sept.  20 

Same,             do 

same 

. 

. 

Sept.  20, 1839 

- 

- 

Samuel  Richard,  rodman 

same 

- 

- 

May  7         " 

- 

- 

J.  T.  Cunningham,  agent 

Embarrass  river 

May  16       '• 

- 

. 

A.  Bielaski,  eng'r  &c." 

Central  Branch  railroad 

May  1         " 

to  June 

8 

Same,            do 

same 

. 

June 9          " 

. 

. 

C.  S.  Williams,  res't  eng'r 

same 

- 

_ 

April  ],      « 

- 

- 

A.  R,  Field,  rodman 

same 

- 

- 

April  1         " 

to  Aug 

1 

Same,  assistant  eng'r 

same 

- 

. 

August  1,   1839, 

to  Sept. 

1 

Same,            do 

same 

. 

. 

Sept.  1,1839,  to 

Nov.  8 

W.  G.  Craig,  rodman 

same 

- 

. 

May  1,  1839,  to 

June  8 

Same,            do 

same 

- 

. 

June  9,  1839 

- 

- 

A.  B.  Putramentdo 

same 

- 

- 

May  1,  18.39,  to 

June  8 

Same,        .    do 

same 

. 

. 

June  9,  1839 

- 

- 

C.  T.  Arms,  jr.  res't eng'r 

North 

ern  Cross  railroa 

d  - 

. 

April  1,18.39,  to 

Dec.  1 

Same,             do 

same 

. 

. 

December],  1839 

R.  C.  Arms, assist't  eng'r 

same 

- 

- 

April  ],  1839,  to 

June  ] 

Same              do 

same 

- 

- 

.fune  ],     " 

- 

- 

C.  Plewinski,  rodman 

same 

. 

_ 

April  ],     " 

. 

- 

L.  C.  Wheat,      do 

same 

- 

. 

April  3  2,  " 

. 

- 

A.  Bielaski,  engineer 

same 

. 

. 

April  1,    " 

. 

- 

W.  G.  Craig,  roadman 

same 

. 

. 

April   1,    " 

- 

- 

A.  B.Pntrament,  do 

same 

- 

- 

April   1,    " 

- 

- 

A.W.  Hoyt,  principal  eng 

Third  Engineering  dis 

rict 

- 

April  .1,    " 

- 

- 

F.  Scarborough,  rodman 

North 

3rn  Cross  railroad  - 

- 

Tune    1,    "• 

- 

. 

G .  E.  Davis,       do 

same 

- 

- 

June    1,    " 

- 

- 
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agents,  tf-c,  employed  in  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit;   showing   the   time  when 
iiaie  of  their  compensation  from  March  1,  1839,  to  Decemher  1,  1839, 


Salaiy — rate  per 

month 

or  day . 

Am't  paid 
each. 

Remarks. 

$3,200  per  annum 

$489 

91 

Left  service  July  31,  1839. 

800          do 
600          do 

- 

107  63) 

150  00 S 

257 

63 

Left  service  April  27,  &  Nov.  1, 1839. 

600          do 

. 

. 

- 

50  00 

Left  service  November  1, 1S39. 

::25  per  montli 

. 

. 

- 

27 

88 

Left  service  April  27,  1839  . 

20          do 

_ 

. 

- 

22 

31 

do                do 

40          do 

. 

- 

. 

310 

66 

Yet  in  service . 

62  50    do 

- 

- 

- 

6-2 

50 

Left  service  May  1, 1839. 

1,500  per  annum 

- 

- 

- 

708 

33 

Left  service  October  20, 1839 . 

48  per  month 

- 

- 

- 

272 

00 

do                do 

48          do 

- 

- 

- 

272 

00 

do                 do 

3  per  diem 

- 

- 

180 

00 

Left  service  December  1, 1839. 

75  per  month 

- 

- 

- 

542 

so- 

Left  service  November  8,  1839. 

35          do 

- 

- 

- 

10 

so 

Left  service  May  6,  1839. 

1,000  per  annum 

.. 

'166 

66) 

1,:>00          do 

. 

3S6 

66^ 

727 

7& 

1,000          do 

. 

194  44^ 

35  per  month 

_ 

- 

- 

204 

16 

Left  service  November  1 ,  1839. 

3  per  diem 

- 

- 

- 

90 

00 

Left  service  September  2,  1839. 

1,400  per  annum 

- 

. 

- 

147 

76 

1,500          do 

. 

- 

. 

713 

99 

Left  service  December  1,  1839. 

1,000          do 

- 

_ 

. 

541 

66 

Left  service  October  15,  1839. 

35  per  month 

- 

140  GOj 

60         do 

- 

60 

m\ 

278 

17 

Left  service  November  8,  1839. 

35         do 

. 

78 

17$ 

20         do 

. 

- 

25 

33 

35         do 

- 

- 

- 

114 

33 

Left  service  September  8,  1839. 

20         do 

- 

- 

- 

25 

33 

35         do 

- 

- 

- 

102 

67 

Left  service  September  6, 1839. 

1,600  per  nnnum 
1 6,00        do 

" 

" 

1 

1,046 

93 

Yet  in  service  half  his  time. 

60  per  month 

- 

- 

- 

120 

00 

800  per  annum 

- 

- 

- 

299 

24 

Left  service  October  15, 1839. 

20  per  month 

- 

- 

- 

34 

66 

Left  service  May  23,  1839. 

20          do 

. 

- 

- 

26 

66 

do                 do 

1,400  per  annum 

- 

- 

- 

116 

66 

Left  service  May  1,1839. 

20  per  month 

- 

- 

- 

20 

00- 

do                do 

20          do 

- 

- 

- 

20 

00 

do                 do 

2,500  per  annum 

- 

- 

- 

1,294 

63 

I,eft  service  October  15.  1839. 

33i  per  month 

- 

- 

199 

75 

Left  service  December  1,  1839. 

334          do 

- 

- 

- 

67 

64 

Left  service  September  20,  1839. 

.    '  248 

TABLE  5. 

A  STATEMENT  of  the  names,  grade  and  salaries   of  the  several    cngmecrs^ 
ployed  on  each  ivork,  and  when  discontinued;  together  with  the  aggregate  amount 


Names  and  grade. 


M.  A.  Chinn,  resident  engineer  . 
S.  V.  Horn,  assistant  engineer 
U.  Brown,  gen.  right  of  way  ag't 
Win.  Pollock,  resident  engineer  . 

B.  W.  Beckwith,  assist't  eng'r 
J.  C.  Hamilton,  draftsman 

L.  Aldrich  do 

Robert  L.  Pollock,  sup't  dredge  . 

Chas.  Hardin,  assistant  engineer 

H.  D.  Fonda,  surveyor 

Jas.  B.  Thomas,  leveller 

W.  T.  Coleman,  rodman 

H.  Patterson,  do 

J.  G.  Randall,  do 

V.  Putnam,  rodman,  «Slc. 

John  W.  Ingersoll, sr.  assist't  eng. 

D.  E.  Bishoji,  assist't  eng'r,  >tc. 
Oliver  Smith,  leveller  Sec. 

James  Oakley,  assist't  eng'r 

John  David, surveyor 

C.  B.  Websters,  leveler 
J.  G.  Graham,  rodman 

W.^.l.  Taylor,         do 

E.  Severance,  do 
J.  G.  Fonda,           do 

W.  N.  Grover,  assistant  engineer 
Abial  Fry,  junior  assist't  eng'r  . 
Z.  B.  Salisbur}-,  leveller,  &c.  <     . 


W.  H.  Sweeney,  rodman, 
Willard  Gay,  do 

A.  R.  Parker,  assist't  eng'r,  &:c. 
J.  L.  Cochran,  leveller,  &,c. 

J.  A.  Surray,  rodman,  &C. 


H.  V.  Morris,  del'r 

G.  L.  Farewell,  rodman 

Egbert  Dewey,  assistant  engineer 

G.  P.  Howell,  leveller,  rodman,  &-c 

G,  W  Hagerty,  rodman 


Work  employed  upon. 


When  employed. 


All  railroads  Fifth  Circuit 

same 

same 
Illinois  river 

same 

same 

same 

same 
Rushville   and   Erie  railroad 

same 

same 

same 

same 
same 
same 
Peoria  and   Warsaw  railroad 

same 

same 


same 
same 
same 
same 
same 
same 


same 
same 
Northern  Cross  railroad 
same 

same 


same 
same 
same 
same 
same 


April  1 
April  15 
April  1 
do 
April  17 
May  30 
June  "2^ 
May  13 
April  8 

April  15 

April  8 

April  15 

April  18 
July  21 
Sept.  1 
April  1 

do 

do 

May  18 

May  1 
do 
do 

July  1 

Nov.  1 

Oct.  1 

April  1 

do 

do 


June  15 
July  10 
April  1 
do 

do 


do 

August  12 
April  1 
do 
July  1 
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agents,  SfC  ,  employed  in  the  Fifth  Judicial   Circuit,  showing  tlie  time  when  em- 
of  their  compensation,  paid,  from  first  day  of  April,  to  December  15,  1830. 


Salaries — rate  per  month  &  day,  &c. 


$2,000  per  annum 

l,-200        do       - 

1,000        do       - 

2,000        do       - 

3  per  day    - 

2        do       - 

2  50  do       - 

2        do       - 

100  per  month  - 

66  66  do  and  promoted  to  ass't 
Oct,  1,  at  $],200  per  annum 

66  66  per  mo.  &,  promoted  assis't 
July  2,  at  ,$1,200  per  annum 

41  66  per  month 

41  66         do 

41  66         do 

30  00         do 

2,000  per  an'm  for  April,  and  1,500 

per  an'm  from  May  1         - 

91  pr.  mo.  for  Ap'l,  83  33  for  May 

&  J  una.  fm  July  4, 1,200  pr.  an. 

2  pr  day,  in  ap'l  41  66  per  mon 
for  May  Sl  June,  from  July  1, 
50  per  month 

83  33  for  May,  87  92  for  June,  & 

fm  July  1,  promoted  to  charge 

of  work  at  100  per  month     - 

81  10  per  mo.  for  May  &  June,  & 

from  July  1,  66  66  per   month 

62  90  per  month  for  May  &  June 

&  from  July  1,  50  per  month 
59  56  per  month  for  May  &  June, 

and  fra  July  1,  29  per  month 
39  per  month  - 

39         do      - 
500  per  annum 
1,200        do 
800        do      - 

500  per  an.  to  May  15,  2  per  day  to 
Aug.  1,  500  per    an.    to  Sept 
20,  and  50  per  mo.  to  Nov.  1 
500  per  annum  -  - 

500        do     - 
1,200        do      - 

3  per  day  for  April,  2  55  for  May 
and  from  June  1,  800  per  an. 

2  per  day  for  April,  1  60  per  day 
for  May,  and  from  June  1,  500 
per  annum 

3  per  day  - 

41  66  per  month  - 

1,200  per  annum 
600  do 

38  75  per  month,  while  rodman 


Am't  paid 
each. 


$800  00 

550  00 

225  00 

1,333  33 

387  00 

26  00 

337  50 

398  00 

666  66 


566  63 

446  58 
305  51 

76  81 
14  87 
60  00 

552  66 

557  66 

385  33 

629  58 
495  60 

375  81 

300  11 

10  50 

4  50 

83  32 

803  33 

428  17 

369  21 

161  86 
181  86 
369  00 

52^  41 


333  66 

468  00 
85  00 
800  00 
396  66 
115  00 


Remarks. 


Discontinued  December  1. 


Discontinued  August  24. 

Discontinued  June  11. 

Discontinued. 

Discontinued  November  27. 

Resigned  Dec.  1,  absent  (rnm  work  28 
days,  in  September  and  October . 

Transferred  to  Peoria,  and  on  Peoria 
and  Warsaw  railroad  October  1. 

Transferred  to  Northern  Cross  railroad 
at  Quincy,  July  2;  resigned  Dec.  1. 

Dis.  Dec.  I,  (absent  8 days  in  Sept.  and 
Oct. — sick.)  [diiferent  rates. 

Discon.  Aug.  1,  [acted  as  chainman  at 

Discontinued  Aug  1. 

Dis.  Dec,  1,  (ass't  staking  off  works  in 
[office  Rushville, 

Discon.  Oct.  1,  (absent  on  leave  from 
May  22,  to  July  20. 

Discon.  Dec  1.  (paid  to  Oct.  1,  by  regu- 
lar voucher. 


Discontinued   Dec.  1. 

Discontinued  Dec.  1, 

Discontined  December  1. 
Dis  Nov  5,(acted  as  leveller  on  Rushville 
&  Erie  R.  R.  24  days  in  July$66  66  pr  ra 
Discontinued  September  1. 
Discontinued  Novembers,     [at Peoria. 
Ass'tg  H.D.Fonda  in  final  measurement 
Resigned  December  1. 
Discontinued  Oct.  9. 

Discontinued  Nov.  1,  (acted  in  various 
capacities  sometimes  J'nr.  Asst.  Eng. 
Discontinued  October  9. 
Discontinued  November  4. 
Discontinued  July  20. 

Discontinued  November  22. 


Resigned  December  1. 
Discontinued  September  27. 
Discon.  Oct  10.         [laborers  to  work.) 
Still  in  service  at  Versailles,  (about  130 
Still  in  service  at  Versailles. 
Discontinued  Oct.  17. 
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A  STATEMENT  of  the  names,  grade  and  stations,  of  the  several  Engi- 
time  whe?i  employed  on  each  work,  and  lohen  discontinued;  together 
up  to  December  10,  1839. 


Names  and  Grade. 

Work  em 

Pl 

jy 

ad  upon. 

] 

When  employed 

William  B.  Gilbert,  resident 

Central  rai 

Ire 

ad 

- 

April  1 

P.  H.  Ogilvie,  senior  assistant 

- 

same 

- 

do 

- 

Milton  Wadleigh,  junior  assistant 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

Charles  A.  Burton,         do 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

_ 

George  H-  Hubbell,       do 

- 

same 

_ 

_ 

do 

_ 

William  fl.  Lj'on,          do 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

H.  Gates  Gilbert,  Assistant 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

Benj.  V.  Stephenson,     do 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

William.  Schletter,         do 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

William  Clogher,  draughtsman 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

G.  W.  Clache,  resident 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

Henr}'  Wing,  junior     - 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

R.  B.  Lovelard,  junior 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

Alexander  Boyd,     do 

- 

same 

- 

- 

June  1 

_ 

A.  M.  Broley, 

- 

same 

- 

- 

June  1 

_ 

S    Gilbreath,  clerk 

- 

same 

- 

- 

April    1 

- 

Amadir  Blanc,  resident 

- 

Rock  river  in- 

pi 

ovement 

do 

- 

Oclave  Blanc,        do 

- 

same 

- 

- 

do 

- 

E.  D.  Gilbert,          do 

_ 

same 

- 

- 

do 

_ 

L.  H.  Woodworth,  resident 

- 

same 

- 

- 

May 

- 

•131 1  "I 
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neers,  agents,  ^c,    employed   in    the    Sixth    Judicial    Circuit,    showing  the 
with   the   aggregate  amount  of  their   compensations,  [paid)  from    April    1, 


Salaries— rate  per  diem,  month  or  ann'm. 


Am't  paid 
each, 


Remarks . 


$1,809  per  annum 

1,200  do 

1,000         do 

1,000         do 

600         do 

700         do 

$2  00  per  diem 
$•2  50  per  diem 
700  per  annum 


from  Aug.  1, 


pr  an 


1,000 

1,500 

700 

400 

400 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


from  July  1,  $600  pr  an 
do 

600  per  annum       do 

400       do  do 

1,800        do  do 

1,500       do  do 

550       do  do 

1,200       do  do 


$900  00 
600  00 
500  00 
500  00 
310  10 
58  33 
38  00 
47  56 
155  44 
266  01 
750  00 
237  67 
250  00 
250  00 
200  00 
166  54 
375  00 
625  00 
226  60 
600  00 


In  service. 

Discontinued 

Discontinued 

do 
Discontinued 
Discontinued 
Discontinued 

do_ 
Discontinued 
Discontinued 
Discontinued 
Discontinued 
Discontinued 

do 

do 
In  service. 
Discontinued 
Discontinued 

do 

do 


October  1,  183.9. 
December  1,  1839. 

do 
September  20,  1839. 
May  1,  1839 
April  2,2,  1839 . 

do 
.rune  21,  1839. 
July  5,  1839. 
December  1,  1839. 
August  11, 1839. 
December  3,  1839. 
do 
do 

September  1,  18.39. 
December  1, 1839. 

do 

do 
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A  STATEMENT  of  the  names,  grade,  and  salaries  of  the   several   engineers 
ployed  on  each  work,  and  token  discontinued,  together  with  the  aggregate 


Names  and  grade. 


H.  P.  Wood  worth,  chief  eng. 
T.  B  Ransom,  chief  engineer 
Same,        resident  eng . 

ArtemasHack,  jun.  ass'i.  enr^ 


C.  S.  Woodworth,  do 
Geo.  W.  Geison,  do 
G.  Wells,  rodman,  promoted  jun^ 

ior  assistant 
James  C.  Douglass,  jun.  ass't.     - 
Charles  Hack,  junior  assis't. 

F.  A.  Nash,  leveller,  promoted 

junior  assistant 
Wm.  Seymour,  jun.  assis't. 
F.  McConnell,  do 

George  W.  Cleveland,  leveller  - 

George  W.  Minor,  surveyor 


J.  Dyre,  leveller 

T.  Rogers,  rodman 

A.  Ma,gill,  assistant  surveyor 

Alex.  H  .Malcolm,  rodman 
A.  R.  Taylor,  surveyor 
Chas.  H.  Durgee,  leveller 

W.  G.  Sttiting,  rodman 

N.  Gibson,  rodman 
J.  M.  Butts,    do 


T.  W.  Raymond,  leveller 

Wm.  Clougher,  draughtsman     - 

Francib  Walker,  clerk 


Fourth  District  -  - 

Illinois  River  Improvement  and 

Central  railroad      -  - 

Illinois  river  till  July  1,  after  Cen^ 
tral  railroad  -  - 


Central  railroad 
same 
same 

same  - 

Illinois  river  Improvement 

Central  railroad 

same 

Illinois  river  Improvement 
Central  railroad 

Illinois  river  Improvement 


same 

same 

same 

same 
same 
Central  railroad 

same 

same 
same 

same 
same 


When  employed. 

April  1, 

1839, 

do 

ii 

May  6, 

4( 

April  ], 
do 
do 

do 
May  6, 

April  1, 

il 

do 
do 
do 

-    Seventh  Judicial  Circuit 


do 

do 
May  23, 

May  25, 

April  1, 
Aug.  1, 
April  1, 

June  1, 

July  5, 
April  1, 

Aug  1, 
July  1, 
May  25, 
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agents,  ^-c.  emplcyed  in  the  Seventh  Judicial  Circuit;  showing  the  time  when  em- 
of  their  compensation  Jrom   April  1,  1839,  to  October  20th  inchi&ivc. 


Salnry — rate  per  month  or  day. 

Am't  paid 
each. 

Remarks, 

$i2,500  per  annum 

|1,C66 

66 

Yet  in  service . 

2,000  per  annum 

500  00 

Yet  in  service.     Left  service   July  1, 

sick,  and  returned  to  the  same  Oct.  10. 

1,500  per  an.  tillJuly  1,  then  2,000 

Left  service  Nov.  5,    1839;    acted  as 

pran.  till  Oct.  10,  then  1,500  pr  an. 

843 

88 

resid't.  eng.  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ran- 
som, absent  from  works  10  days  in  Oct. 
from  10th  to  20th. 

100  per  month 

666 

66 

Discontinued  October 20,  1839. 

100        do    - 

300 

00 

Discontinued  July  1,  1839,  sick. 

2  85  pr  day  till  June  1,  after 

then  lOUpr  month 

617 

71 

Do.           October  20. 

100  per  month 

666 

66 

Do.                do. 

3  SOperdaytill   Aug.   1,  after 

which  100  per  month 

529 

16 

Do."                do. 

2  85  pr  day  till  June  1,  then  3 

pr  (1.  fill  July  1,  after  100  pr  m. 

583 

71 

Do.                do. 

100  per  month 

200 

00 

Do.          June  1,  1839. 

3  28i  per  day 

121 

56 

Resigned,        May  7,  1839. 

2  85  per  day  till  June  1,  then  3 

per  da}' 

517 

05 

Discontinued  October  20. 

2  35   per  day  till  June    1,   then 

2  50  till  J  une  14,  and  5  days 

in  Aug.  3  00    - 

229 

05 

Do.           August  30. 

2  35  per  day  till  June  1 ,  then  2  50 

till  Aug.  1,  then  3  00  pr  day 

212 

50 

Resigned,          October  1,  sick. 

2  00  per   day  till  Aug.  1,&,  from 

Resigned,  October  1,  sick;  absent  and 

Aug.  18,  2  50  per  day     - 

212 

50 

sick  18  days  in  August. 

2  03  per   day  till   Aug.    1,  then 

Resigned  Oct.  1,  sick,  absent   during 

2  25  from  Sept.  1 

172 

25 

August,  sick. 

2  35  per  day 

123 

20 

Resigned  June  1,  1839. 

3  00       do 

207 

00 

Discontinued  October  20,  1839. 

2  85  per  day   til   May    1,    then 

2  80  fid  June,  then  2  85  pr  d. 

189 

50 

Do.           July  15,             " 

2  35  per  day  till   July  1,  then 

2  40  per  day     - 

293  49 

Do.           October  20,       « 

2  50  per  day 

57 

50 

Do.           August  5,           " 

2  35  per  day  till  June  1,   then 

2  50  per  day 

407 

05 

Do.           October  10,       " 

2  50  per  day 

22 

50 

Do.          August  9,           " 

1,000  00  per  annum 

305 

56 

Do.           October  20,       " 

50  per  month 

200 

00 

Do.           September  25,  •' 

ISEP^f^T 


FROM    THE 


OF    PUBLIC    WORKS 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Spring Jield,  III.,  January  8,  1839. 
To  the  Honorable 

The    Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:  I  am  instructed   by  the  Board   of  Public  Works  to  inform   the 
Senate,  in    reply  to  their   interrogatories  contained    in    their  resolution 
addressed  to  the  Board  on  the  26th  ult: — 

That  the  number  of  miles  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad  which  is 
completed  between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  is  twenty-four;  that 
the  aggregate  cost  thereof,  including  cost  of  location,  locomotives,  en- 
gines, cars,  depots,  engine  houses,  turning  tables,  water  stations,  turn- 
outs, iron  switches,  damages  for  right  of  way,  and  all  other  incidental 
expenses,  is  ,'|'436,*233  33; 

That  cars  have  been  in  operation  on  portions  of  said  road  as  the  con- 
struction of  it  has  advanced,  for  about  eight  months.  That  the  total 
amount  of  receipts  is  ^3,750  54i.  That  of  this  amount,  January  and 
Dunlap,  contractors  on  said  road,  are  chargeable  by  agreement  for  the 
use  of  motive  power  in  transporting  materials  for  the  completion  of  their 
contract,  with  the  sum  of  $3/220  79,  for  which  sum  the  State  is  entitled 
to  credit  on  the  estimate  of  said  contractors  remaining  unpaid,  and  that 
the  balance,  being  |;535  75,  has  been  received  for  transportation  of 
passengers  and  merchandise  by  the  superintendent  in  charge  of  the 
road ; 

That  the  amount  of  repairs   and  all  other  expenses  for   keeping  the 
same  in  operation,  including  engineers,  assistants,  iuel,  &c.,  is  $3,G45  13. 
1  have  the  lionor  to  be,  Sir,   very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  PRENTISS, 
^         ■  __  '  Secretary  B.  P.  W. 


REPORT 


BOARD    OF    PUBLIC    WORKS, 


TRANSMITTING 


THEIR    SEMI-ANNUAL    REPOPvT    OF    JUNE,  1839. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Springjwld,  III.,  December  18,  1839. 
To  the  Honorable 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate : 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  state,  in  answer 
to  the  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  l7th  inst,  to  wit: 
'"''Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Public  Wcrks  be  requested  to  furnish 
this  House  with  their  reasons  for  not  having  furnished  the  Governor 
with  the  reports  of  their  Board  as  the  law  directs;  and  also  the  reasons 
for  not  having  made  prompt  payment  of  estimates  to  contractors,  as 
indicated  in  his  message  to  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  present  session." 

That  the  scmi-anuual  report  of  this  Board  was  made  and  transmitted 
to  the  Governor. of  this  State,  at  the  last  June  meeting  of  the  Board,  as 
the  law  directs,  as  appears  by  the  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
this  Board,  accompanying  said  report,  marked  A,  and  the  written  state- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State,  marked  B,  herewith  submitted. 

That  the  reasons  why  prompt  payment  of  estimates  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners  has  not  in  all  cases  been  made  to  contractors  on  various 
works,  is.  that  sufficient  means  for  that  purpose  have  not  been  furnished 
them  by  the  State,  as  will  aopear  by  reference  to  the  amount  of  liabili- 
ties embraced  in  the  semi-annual  report  transmitted  to  his  Excellency, 
the  Governor,  on  the  14th  inst,  compared  with  the  amount  of  funds  sup- 
plied by  the  State  during  the  saia  period,  to  the  letter  of  his  Excellency, 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  to  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  marked  C,  and  to  the 
Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Board,  at  its  special  meeting  in  August 
last,  marked  D,  herewith  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfull}^. 
Your  obedient  serv't, 
WM.  PRENTISS, 
^  Secretary  B.  P.  Works, 
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Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

^    ,      ^  Springfield,  III.,  June  21,  1839. 

lo  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Carlin, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 
Sir:  Jn   accordance   with  the  instructions  of  the   Board   of  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works  for  the  State  of  Illinois,  I  herewith  transmit  to 
you  their  semi-annual   report  of  proceedings  for  the  last   six  mouths, 
ending  the  first  June,  1839. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 
;l'€Sl    ,/?'.■(       ■•/     inirJ';     Your  obedient  serv't,  -,,-,    ' 

WM.  PRENTISS, 
'  ■  Secretary  B.  P.   W. 


■  '^':-  >    'A  TK.-"''-  '.i  ^M  »•  ■■    ■  •■  ,      '    ■     '    ' 

Office  of  Secretary  op  State, 

•'^''-  '"      '■    •"'      ■•'  Springjield,  December  i3,lS39. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Board  of  Public   Works  ^'o-jt  <:>)•! iy'  '(M*  ■  ,11  oj 

of  the  State  of  Illinois :  ' 
Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  furnished  the  Secre- 
tary of  your  Board  with  a  copy  of  your  report,  made  and  filed  in  this 
Department  on  the  twenty-first  of  June  last.  The  report  was  handed 
over  to  this  office  by  your  Secretary,  with  an  enclosure  directed  to  his 
Excellency,  Thomas  Carlin,  at  Vandalia;  at  the  lime  of  the  reception 
of  the  said  report,  we  were  making  the  arrangements  to  have  the  office 
transferred  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield,  in  obedience  to  the  Governor's 
proclamation;  and  as  soon  as  the  arrangements  were  completed,  and 
the  office  opened  at  this  place,  I  caused  the  report  to  be  published  by 
the  public  printer,  without  transmitting  the  same  to  the  Governor  at 
Quincy,  as  such  had  been  the  practice  heretofore  in  regard  to  all  reports 
of  the  kind  made  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  Any  difficulty  that 
may  have  originated,  or  misunderstanding  that  may  have  resulted  between 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  the  Governor,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
causes  I  have  mentioned;  and  the  practice  which  had  been  pursued  in 
regard  to  previous  reports  made  by  the  Board. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  ;■   vrl 

Your  obedient  servant,  -,,; 

v:::,uAi.;  ,^..;..  ;-<^^uo.r:i  •;«,;/,;:,■  A.  P.  FIELD.. -oJ, 

'■V  '       ,  , 

-"'  ."''■Kol  ;':(!wi'  'lii's  ^}/,n:l  ^'       . 


o'^T  .% 


•J  e 
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QuiNCY,  III.,  August  1,  1839. 
To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Bank  of  Illinois : 

Gentlemen:  In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  Fund  Comnnission- 
ers  to  cftect  the  sale  of  State  bonds  to  prosecute  the  Internal  Innprove- 
nnent  system,  and  the  fact  of  a  debt  having  accrued  on  the  different 
innprovements  of  about  $300,000, 1  have  recommended  that  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Internal  Improvements  should  use  every  effort  to 
procure  money,  in  anticipation  of  the  instalments  expected  from  New- 
York,  to  enable  said  Board  to  liquidate  the  demands  on  the  State  thus 
incurred,  and  have  suggested  to  them  the  propriety  of  a  negociation 
with  your  institution,  by  which  you  might  take  up  the  special  drafts  of 
the  Acting  Commissioners,  on  the  Fund  Commissioners,  the  State  allow- 
ing the  interest  until  paid,  on  those  drafts.  Should  you,  however,  feel 
unwilling,  without  some  other  assurance  to  advance  money  on  said  drafts, 
I  have  in  my  possession  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  Internal  Im- 
provement bonds,  which  I  would  have  no  hesitation  in  depositing  in  the 
Bank  of  Illinois,  as  collateral  security  for  the  performance  of  any  spe- 
cific arrangement,  that  you  may  make  with  the  Board;  and  although 
the  bonds  are  not  signed  by  the  Fund  Commissioners,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  they  would  sign  them  to  carry  out  any  legitimate  purpose 
for  which  they  were  intended  by  law. 

The  Fund  Commissioners,  I  presume,  will  not  hesitate  to  pay  any  legal 
interest  due  on  any  advances  that  you  make. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 
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Jir.,''.,;','  /  STATE    OF    ILLINOIS,         ,' .no')  ■::iiu^-iiA  mf 

■  :  r    '  -.,     .1:..  ..'■■  .|;r>-- .  f  i\   "•/■.t  ;;,}'M 

,    ;:;;         AT    THEIR  SPECIAL    MEETING    IN    SPRINGFIELD    AND    QUlNCV,                J;      -V^:;;!    i 

:•:■;  ■><n;v    ■■'■iv. 


,  .f-;    io  ■■' 

•Jit-;      ■     .;,.., 

;':     ^  AUGUST,  1839. 

;v.«^n.--. 

v''-    .•-;,, 

■:,i,  •  ;  ,,:..■■;.. 

;.  ,:w;.i   'i.  ,,    ,  .,  ..  .J  ....,:,.,  „.  ,,    :   .. 

.c:-  -Vi.u/J 

,«!T  '■. 

« 

'•■■  Monday,  ^^t/^ws/ 11),  1839. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Work?. 
convened  at  Springfield,  on  this  day  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the 
Board, 

Present — The    President   of  the  Board,  the    Commissioners  of  the 
1st,  2d,  3d,  5th  and    7th  Judicial  Circuits. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Peck, 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee,  in  relation  to  the  accounts 
of  Mr.  McConnel,  late  Commissioner  of  the  1st  Judicial  Circuit,  adopt- 
ed the  i3th  June,  1839,  be  rc-considcred  and  re-committed  to  the  same 
committee,  with  instructions  to  re-examine  tiic  said  accounts  from  the 
organization  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  the  present  date;  and 
that  the  Secretary  inform  the  Fund  Commissioners  thereof. 

Mr.  Fellows  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  in  pursuance  of  law,  have  at 
sundry  times  made  estimates  of  the  amount  of  monej's  necessary  to  en- 
able the  Board  1.0  prosecute  efficiently  the  public  works;  and  whereas 
the  Fund  Commissioners  have  been  duly  notified  of  such  estimates,  and 
of  the  amount  of  money  required  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works;  and 
whereas  the  said  Fund  Commissioners  have  not  as  yet  furnished  the 
funds  required  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  nor  any  information  as  to 
the  probability  of  their  being  able  to  procure  funds:  Be  it,  therefore. 
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Resolved,  That  tlie  Board   of  Fund    Commissioners    be    requestec 
furnish  the  Board  of  Public  Worlds  wilh  a  statement  of  the  present  ( 


d  to 
.„ ...  ..  .._ „....„  ^ con- 
dition of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund — of  the  amount  now  subject  to 
draft — as  well  as  the  amount  in  prospect,  or  in  any  manner  anticipated; 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  the  Fund  Commissioners  with  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution. 

The  President  piesented  the  following  communication  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,  to  wit: 

Fund  Commissioners'  Offici:, 

Spring Jidd^  August  19,  1839. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works: 

Gentlemen:  It  appears  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
passed  the  19th  inst.,  "That  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  Board  of  Public  Works  with  a  statement  of  the 
present  condition  of  tlie  Internal  Improvement  funds,  and  the  amount 
now  subject  to  drafts,  as  well  as  the  amount  in  prospect,  or  in  any  man- 
ner anticipated." 

In  reply  to  this  resolution,  (in  the  absence  of  Fund  Commissioners.)  I 
can  inform  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  that  in  April  and  l\lay  last,  loans 
were  negociated  in  New  York  by  the  Fund  Commissioners,  amounting  to 
five  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  dollars.  Three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  which  was  payable  in  New  York,  in  bank  notes  of  the  Now 
York  Banking  Company,  in  monthly  instalments  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
each,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  July,  the  first  of  which  payments 
has  been  made  to  the  United  States  Bank,  \n  part  payment  of  the  inter- 
est there  due  on  State  bonds  previously  sold;  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  thousand  dollars  of  said  loan  is  payable  also  in  monthly  instalments 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  each,  on  the  first  of  December,  Febru.iry,  March, 
April,  May;  and  thirty  three  thousand  on  the  1st  June  next.  I  am  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Tillson,  in  a  letter  dated  New  York,  8th  inst.,  that  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  the  August  and  September  instalments, 
would  be  paid  over  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  (who  was 
then  in  Philadelphia)  about  the  10th  inst.,  and  would  be  applicable  to 
to  the  drafts  of  tne  Board  of  Public  Works,  as  soon  as  the  President  of 
said  Bank  arrives  at  Shawneetown. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Most  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  serv't, 

WM'SON  GATEWOOD,&c't/  F.  C. 

Which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  be  filed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hogan,it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  money  which  shall  remain  with  the 
Fund  Commissioners  to  be  disbursed  upon  the  public  works,  after  pay- 
ing to  the  President  of  the  Board  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  1st 
Judicial  Circuit  the  amount  of  expenditures  incurred  for  the  Central 
Ofticc,  be  paid  to  the  several  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  equal 
proportion,  and  the  Secretary  inform  the  Fund  Commissioners  thcreoi". 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 
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Mr.  Fellows  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution. 

TVhereas  the  present  condition  of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund, 
renders  it  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  curtail  as  far  as 
possible  the  public  expenditures,  and  that  they  concentrate  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  present  limited  means  of  the  State,  upon  works  which 
can  be  most  readily  completed  and  rendered  productive:  It  is,  therefore. 

Ordered,  That  all  work  which  has  been  placed  under  contract,  and  is 
detached  from,  and  does  not  form  a  continuous  line  of  work  from  the 
termini  of  the  several  works,  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Commissioner 
in  charge  cause  an  estimate  of  work  done  and  materials  furnished  upon 
such  wcrk  to  be  made,  and  certified  and  attested  under  oath,  by  the  En- 
gineer in  charge  of  the  work,  and  approved  by  the  principal  engineer, 
and  thereupon  pav  the  same  in  the  manner  provided  for  the  payment  of 
other  estimates;  Provided,  contractors  shall  receive  such  estimates  and 
payments,  in  full  satisfaction  for  work  done,  and  for  all  damages  which 
might  accrue  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  or  abandonment  of  such 
work. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted.  ,  ■  ■ 

On  motion, 

The  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  Quincy  on  the  22d  August,  inst. 

QuiNCY  House, 

Qjuincy,  Illinois,  August  22,  1S39. 
The  Board  of  Commissioners  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — The  President  of  the  Board,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
2d,  3d, 5th  and  7th  Judicial  Circuits. 
On  motion  of  i\Ir.  Hogan, 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  address  a  communication  to  the  Govern- 
or, soliciting  an  interview  with  him. 

Whereupon  the  Secretary  addressed  the  following  communication  to 
the  Governor,  to  wit: 

QuiNCY  House, 
Quinci/,  Illinois,  August  22,  1839. 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
to  inform  your  Excellency  tnat  the  Board  of  Public  Works  held  u  special 
meeting  in  Springfield,  on  Monday,  19th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of 
adopting  such  measures  in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works, 
as  might  seem  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  present  crisis  in  our  financial 
aflairs,  and  being  anxious  to  conform  as  far  as  practicable  to  public  ex- 
pectation, the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  in  this  place  to  day,  in  order 
that  they  might  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  a  conference  with 
your  Excellency,  and  to  solicit  your  co-operation  in  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  the  present  crisis  in  our  affairs  should  render  expedient. 
The  Board  are  now  in  session  at  the  Quincy  House,  and  solicit  the  hon- 
or of  an  audience  with  your  excellency,  as  early  as  may  suit  your  conve- 
nience. 1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
.   ,,    ,        .,  ,,..,    ,,^..,,       ,  ,.  „   ,  WM.  PRENTISS,  ■ 

Secretary  B.  P.  W. 
To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Carlin, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,        ,,,.  '^..y  . 
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The  President  presented  the  following  communication  from  the  Gov- 
ernor, to  wit: 

QuiNcY  House,  August  '22, 1839. 
To  the  Board  of  Cormnissioners  of  Public  Works: 

Gentlemen:  I  received  a  communication  from  jour  Secretary  this 
morning,  informing  me  that  your  Board  held  a  special  meeting  in  Spring- 
field on  the  19th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  such  measures  in  re- 
gard to  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works,  as  might  seem  to  be  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  present  crisis  in  our  financial  affairs;  and  that  being 
desirous  to  conform  as  far  as  practicable  to  public  expectation,  your 
Board  had  adjourned  to  meet  at  this  place  to-day,  in  order  to  have  an 
interview  with  me,  in  regard  to  measures  to  be  adopted  by  the  Board  un- 
der existing  circumstances,  and  soliciting  my  co-operation;  and  that 
your  Board  were  now  in  session  at  the  Quincy  House. 

In  repl}',  f  have  only  to  state,  that  I  have  been  under  the  impression 
that  your  Board  are  invested  by  the  Legislature  with  the  exclusive  man- 
agement and  control  of  the  Internal  Improvement  system.  If  my  coun- 
sel or  co-operation  can  be  of  any  service  to  your  Board,  in  adopting  or 
carrying  into  effect  any  measures  necessary  to  promote  the  public  inter- 
■est,  it  will  not  be  withheld,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  will  give  me  pleasure 
to  aid  you  as  far  as  I  can. 

1  shall  be  pleased  to  meet  your  Board  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  diay. 
Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 

Which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Tw^o  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Governor  Thomas  Carlin  appeared  before  the  Board,  pursuant  to   ap- 
pointmeiit, and  after  an  interchange  of  opinions, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fellows, 

The  following  preamble  and  order  was  adopted,  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  present  condition  of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund  ren- 
tiers it  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  curtail  expenses,  so 
as  to  reduce  expenditures  to  the  actual  means  of  the  State:  It,is  therefore, 

Ordered^  That  in  addition  to  the  several  detached  works  which  have 
been  heretofore  ordered  to  be  suspended,  there  shall  also  be  suspended 
all  work  upon  contracts  made  during  the  present  year  (excepting  on 
rivers  and  re-let  work,  and  such  other  work  as  may  be  necessary  to  be 
done  to  keep  the  improvements  in  preservation,  or  to  render  them  avail- 
able,) until  ample  means  shall  be  provided  for  their  prosecution,  and 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Board. 
On  motion. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Quincy  House, 
Quincy,  Illinois^  August  23,  1839. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present — the  Commissioners  as  of  yesterday. 
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The  President  presented  the  following  communication  from  the  Go- 
vernor, to  wit: 

QuiNCY,  Illinois,  August  23,  1 839. 
To  the  Board  of  Public  Wo7'ks : 

GentleiMen:  Previous  to  entering  into  any  arrangement  with  your 
Board,  with  a  view  of  anticipating  the  amount  of  money  already  bor- 
rowed by  the  Fund  Commissioners,  and  becoming  due  from  time  to  time, 
it  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  learn  from  your  Board,  what  plans  you 
have  adopted,  or  propose  to  pursue,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  duties  en- 
trusted to  your  charge. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 

Which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  be  ^iled,  and  that  the  Secretary  transmit  the  following  com- 
munication to  the  Governor  in  reply,  to  wit: 

QuiNCY  House, 

Quincy,  Illinois,  August  23,  1839. 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Carlin, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois :  \  '■  n  ,■  ; -j  ;.•> 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  ot  this  date,  asking  from  this 
Board  information  of  the  course  which  th  s  Board  intends  to  pursue  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  their  charge,  1  am  directed  to 
inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Boiird  haveadopteda  resolution  to  sus- 
pend all  v/orks  upon  all  of  the  roads  which  shall  not  be  in  a  continuous 
line  from  the  rivers,  and  that  there  shall  also  be  suspended  all  work  upon 
contracts  made  during  the  present  year,  except  upon  the  rivers  and  re-let 
work,  and  such  other  work  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  done  to  keep  the 
improvements  in  preservation,  or  to  render  them  available,  until  ample 
means  shall  be  furnished  for  their  prosecution. 

The  Board  has,  moreover,  decided  to  reduce  the  number  of  agents 
and  engineers  employed  by  the  State,  to  the  smallest  possib'e  number, 
necessary  to  preserve  the  works  and  keep  them  from  injury. 

Finally,  the  Board  has  decided  to  do  the  least  possible  amount  of  work, 
and  to  expend  the  smallest  amount  ot  money  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties. 

The  difficulty  of  making  loans  has  forced  upon  the  Board  the  conclu- 
sion that  they  ought  to  curtail  their  expenditures  as  much  as  possible, 
and  that  although  they  are  only  the  servants  of  the  people,  to  execute 
the  law,  yet  they  will  be  justified  if  they  should  not  do  so  with  all  that 
vigor,  which  was  at  the  outset  expected  at  their  hands. 

,,   ,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  ,„    ,. 

.,     /  Your  obedient  servant,    "•  •  ! ,. 

''•"'■'•■■'■"■.  ■— r  q      WxM.  PRENTISS,         ■;; 

■      '    ^  Secretary  B.  P.   JV. 

The  President  presented  Uie  following  commur.ication  from  the  Go- 
vernor, to  wit: 

.  ,  ,'    '  Quincy,  August  23, 1839. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works : 

Gkntlemepj:  Your  communication  of  the  23d  instan<,  in  answer  to  my 
note  of  that  date,  is  received.     The  course  which  you  have  informed  mc 
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the  Board  is  resolved  to  pursue  at  the  present  crisis  of  our  financial 
affairs,  so  far  as  regards  the  suspension  of  the  public  works,  and  the 
curtailment  of  the  expenditures,  fully  accords  with  my  own  views  on 
the  subject,  and  I  only  regret  that  the  Board  ha  J  not  arrived  at  this 
determination  at  an  earlier  period. 

From  the  latest  intelligence  received  from  the  agents  of  the  State 
now  in  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  loans  for  prosecuting  the 
public  works,  no  reasonable  expectation  can  be  entertained,  that  the 
necessary  funds  can  be  procured  at  the  present  time.  The  great  mag- 
nitude ot  our  Internal  Improvement  system,  and  the  manner  of  prosecu- 
ting the  works  under  the  existing  laws,  together  with  the  immense  inter- 
est involved,  and  the  uncertainty  of  procuring  money,  admonishes  me  of 
the  propriety  of  incurring  theleast  possible  expense  until  legislative  ac- 
tion can  be  had  upon  the  subject.  Great  dissatisfaction  prevails  among 
the  people  inconsequence  of  the  extent  of  the  system,  and  the  manner 
directed  by  law  of  prosecuting  the  works. 

Public  meetings  have  been  held  and  resolutions  adopted,  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  have  been  forwarded  to  me  from  some  fifteen  counties, 
req'iesting  the  convening  of  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  a  radical 
change  of  the  system,  some  of  which  are  in  favor  of  abolishing  the 
whole,  others  for  modification,  classification  and  reduction.  lam  fully 
satisfied  in  ray  own  mind,  that  the  present  system  is  greatly  larger  than 
the  interest  of  the  Slate  requires,  and  of  the  praclicability  of  its  suc- 
cessful completion,  under  the  present  plan  of  operations,  combatted  as 
it  is  by  public  sentiment.  I  should  before  this  time  have  convened  the 
Legislature,  and  recommended  to  them  the  propriety  of  reducing  or 
classifying  the  systemand  concentrating  the  work  upon  one  or  more  of 
the  most  useful  and  important  roads;  but  during  the  last  session,  the 
subject  had  been  fully  investigated,  and  every  efibrt  made  by  a  portion 
of  the  members  to  effect  this  desirable  object,  but  their  efforts  resulted  in 
its  enlargement,  to  near  one  million  of  dollars.  I  therefore  had  but 
little  hope  that  any  change  could  be  effected  more  in  accordance  with 
the  public  wishes,  until  another  Legislature  should  be  elected  by  the 
people.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  your  Board,  if  adhered  to,  tend  to 
obviate  the  necessily  of  an  immediate  call  of  the  Legislature,  and  will 
afford  me  more  time  to  ascertain  public  sentiment  from  those  counties 
which  have  not  yet  thought  proper  to  make  any  public  expression  of 
their  wishes,  without  which  I  should  have  had  but  little  expectation  that 
any  change  of  action  could  be  had  upon  the  subject,  as  I  am  persuaded 
the  same  members  would  generally  adhere  to  their  former  course,  unless 
they  were  imperatively  instructed  to  the  contrary  by  their  constituents. 
1  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 

Which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  be  filed. 
On  motion, 

The  Board  adjourned  to  meet  in  Springfield  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  inst. 

M.  K.  ALEXANDER,  President. 

Wm.  Prentiss,  Secretary, 
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SpRiTiGFiEhJ),  Illinois,  August  27,  1S30. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — The  President,  the  Commissioners  of  the  1st,  3d,  6th  and 
7th  Judicial  Circuits. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peck,         '     ' 

Ordered,  That  each  Commissioner  be  empowered  to  make  such  agree- 
ment with  contractors,  as  to  the  period  of  completing  work  on  contracts, 
as  he  shall  in  his  discretion  deem  proper.  .     ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peck, 

Of-dercd,  That  the  funds  to  be  paid  to  Commissioners,  after  the  first 
one  hundred  thousand,  be  dividend  and  paid  over  as  follows,  viz:  That 
estimates  shall  be  made  for  work  done,  and  materials  furnished,  and 
vouchers  for  all  other  expenditures  up  to  the  20th  day  of  September 
next,  and  filed  in  the  Fund  Commissioners'  office,  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  October  next,  and  upon  the  amount  of  such  estimates  and  vouch- 
ers each  Commissioner  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  an  amount  proportion- 
ate to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  claims  from  each  respective  Com- 
missioner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peck,  ■■'■■^■•'-  •-  i 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  named  to  negociate  with  the 
Bank  of  Illinois,  or  Bank  of  Cairo,  for  the  purpose  of  anticipating  the 
payment  becoming  due  upon  the  loans  already  effected,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  do  and  perform  all  necessary  acts  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Board,  and  that  M.  K.  Alexander,  E.  Willard  and  John  Hogan  bo 
said  committee. 

Mr.  Peck  presented  the  following  communication  from  Orin  Hamlin 
to  John  Dixon,  Esq.,  to  wit: 

Louisville, /w/y  15,  1839. 
Mr,  Dixon: 

Dear  Sir:  I  lake  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  you  of  an  event  that  you 
little  expect.  I  proceeded  in  relation  to  the  draft  as  you  directed  me; 
deposited  it  and  took  a  certificate  of  the  same,  and  called,  on  my  return, 
and  got  the  money,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  the  boat  for  want  of  time 
to  get  it.  After  drawing  the  money  it  struck  me  that  I  could  make  a 
first  rate  speculation  by  going  back  to  Louisville  and  buying  up  Miner- 
al Point  money,  Cairo  and  Dubuque;  which  was  selling  at  a  discount  of 
4,  5  to  10  per  cent,  discount.  Accordingly,  I  started  on  a  boat  up  the 
river  (forever  to  my  shame  be  it  spoken.)  and  on  my  way  there  I  got 
engaged  playing  Poker,  for  the  first  and  last  time  in  my  life,  for  money. 
I  got  a  hand  I  supposed  to  be  the  best  in  the  pack,  and  I  commenced 
betting,  and  my  opponent  backed  me  up,  until  he  had  got  up  to  eight 
thousand  dollars,  and  then  called  me,  and,  to  my  astonishment  and  ruin, 
he  held  the  best  hand,  whereas  mine  was  but  the  second  best.  Judge  of 
my  feelings  at  this  time — it  nearly  turned  me  mad.  I  resolved  in  my 
mind  daring  the  night  what  was  to  be  done — return  I  could  not,  so  I 
resolved  to  send  for  my  family  and  leave  the  country,  until  by  the  means 
of  the  balance  I  could  return  and  pay  you,  which  if  the  Lord  lives,  and 
my  soul  lives,  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  any  honest  business  will  enable  me 
to  do  so.  I  hope  you  will  let  my  work  all  be  measured  and  give  me 
credit  for  per  cent,  and  all,  and  let  my  brother  know  to  what  extent  I 
am  deficient — it   is    better  for  the    laborers  to   lose  a  part  than  you 
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all.  You  will  not  liear  from  me  again  for  some  lime.  I  intend 
leaving  this  country  altogether  for  some  length  of  time;  but  you 
need  not  be  afraid  but  what  you  will  get  the  money  some  time  not 
far  distant,  for  I  swear  by  the  holy  Evangelist  that  if  I  am  permitted  to 
live,  I  will  earn  the  money  and  pay  you  every  farthing;  but  for  the  sake 
of  my  connexions,  do  not  be  harsher  with  character  than  you  can  help 
to  sustain  yours;  for  I  do  believe  I  am  still  honest,  but  been  very  impru- 
dent, and  you  shall  yet  say  so  if  I  live.  It  will  be  useless  to  follow  me, 
for  my  plan  for  leaving  is  so  well  executed  I  shall  leave  no  traces  behind, 
for  I  could  not  look  un  acquaintance  in  the  face  again,  until  all  things  are 
righted  again.  I  have  sent  for  my  family,  but  have  concealed  all  this 
allair  from  them.  They  will  be  here  to-day  or  to-morrow.  My  business 
is  all  arranged  in  regard  to  my  private  affairs,  which  is  not  in  a  ver)"" 
prosperous  condition,  nearly  all  mortgaged  for  about  half  its  worth, 
which  I  expect  will  have  to  be  sacrificed.  I  am  afraid  you  will  lose  your 
office  by  my  imprudence,  but  if  you  do  I  will  try  and  make  amends  for 
it;  for  the  works  are  short-lived,  for  there  is  eight  millions  of  Illinois 
bonds  thrown  in  market  in  Europe,  without  a  prospect  of  getting  a 
dollar.  With  regret,  I  bid  you  adieu,  and  when  we  meet  again,  I  am  in 
hopes  you  will  have  good  reason  for  a  return  of  your  friendship,  which 
has  been  so  grossly  abused  by  your, 

I  d'j  not  know  what  to  say, 

ORIN  HAMLIN. 
John  Dixon, Esq.: 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the 
original  as  written  by  Orin  Hamlin,  that  we  are  acqi^Jainted  with  his 
hand  writing,  and  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  thereof. 

A.  yi.  HUNT, 

H.  B.  STILLMAN, 

Peoria,  July  28,  1839.  RUDOLl'HUS  ROUSE. 

Which  Avas  read,  and  Ordered  to  be  filed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Peck, 

The  following  preamble  and  order  was  adopted,  to  wit: 

Whereas  proof  has  been  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Board,  that 
Orin  Hamlin,  a  contractor  on  the  Central  Railroad  in  the  6th  Judicial 
Circuit,  has  received  from  the  Commissioner  a  large  amount  of  money 
over  and  above  the  sum  due  him;  and  whereas  said  Commissioner  has  no 
means  of  obtaining  the  receipt  of  said  Hamlin  to  his  estimates:  There- 
fore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Board  certify  on  the   estimate  of 
the  engineer,  that  the  amountof  said  estimate  should  be  properly  credited 
to  John  Dixon,  Commissioner  of  the  6th  Judicial  Circuit. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Peck, 

Ordered,  That  all  Commissioners  who  have  not  proceeded  to  let  work 
already  ordered,  be  requested  not  to  proceed  with  such  lettings  until. in 
the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  the  interest  of  the  State  shall  require 
the  same  to  take  place. 
On  motion, 

The  Board  adjourned  sine  die. 

„^      ^  M.  K.  ALEXANDER,  President  B.  P.  W, 

Wm.  Prentiss,  Secretary  B.  P.  W, 
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L  E  T  T  E  ii 


FROM    THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


CONCERNING 


LOTS  AND  BUILDINGS    IN  SPRINGFIELD,  PURCHASED    FOR    THE    USE 

OF   THE   STATE. 


Central  Internal  Lmprovement  Office, 

Springfield,  Illinois^  December  9,  1839. 
o  the  Honorable, 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  lam  instructed  bj  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  state,  in  an- 
wer  to  the  following  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  ISth 
1st.,  to  wit: 

^^Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  bo  instructed  to 
eport  to  this  House  the  number  of  lots  purchased  by  them  in  Spring- 
eld,  the  extent  of  the  buildings  erected  thereon,  and  for  what  purpose; 
le  cost  of  said  lot  or  lots  and  houses,  if  any,  and  by  v.hat  authority 
id  they  make  such  purchases,  and  the  probable  loss  to  the  State  should 
ich  property  be  (>fft;red  for  ?alc,  if  any.'" 

That  the  Board  at  their  meeting  in  June  last,  finding  their  office  lo- 
ated  in  a  small  house  not  in  the  least  adapted,  either  in  size  or  locality, 
)r  an  office,  in  which    »he  Commissioners   were   compelled    by  law  lo 

ake  a  repository  of  all  their  contracts,  estimates,  plans,  profiles,  speci- 
cations,  vouchers,  and  other  important  documents  connected  with  the 
itemal  Improvement  system,  and  at  a   rent  far  above  what  ihey  felt 
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themselves  justifiable  in  paying,  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  a 
suitable  building  for  an  office;  and  in  the  discharge  of  said  duty,  the  com- 
mittee after  making  every  effort  in  their  power  to  rent  a  suitable  building 
for'an  office  without  success,  reported  an  order,  from  which  the  following 
is  au  extract. 

'•''Ordered.  That  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  Judicial  Circuit 
be  authorized  to  purchase  the  house  and  lot  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Johns,  and 
to  have  erected  on  said  lot  an  additional  building  for  the  use  of  this 
Board  as  a  Central  Office;  Provided,  the  same  can  be  had  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $1,600." 

In  accordance  with  said  order,  the  Connmissioner  of  the  first  Judicial 
Circuit  did  purchase  the  aforesaid  lot,  (SO  feet  in  width  by  157  feet  deep) 
from  saiti  Johns,  for  the  sum  of  ^1,600,  and  did  erect  an  additional 
building  thereon,  eighteen  feet  in  width  hy  forty-two  feet  in  length,  two 
stories  high,  containing  four  rooms,  which  together  with  the  repairs  done 
on  the  old  building,  cost  the  sum  of  ^2,169  48,  making  the  total  cost  of 
said  lot  and  buildings  ^8,7G9  4S.  The  Board  find  the  building  not  only 
adapted  to  a  mere  repository  of  their  books,  documents,  &c.,  but  for 
their  further  security,  commodious  enough  to  require  their  Secretary  to 
live  in  a  portion  of  the  same,  and  pay  such  rent  for  said  portion  as  this 
Board  may  deem  just  and  proper. 

/rhe  authority  for  purchasing  the  same  is  found  in  the  27th  section  of 
an  "Act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments, approved  27th  February,  1837." 

As  to  "the  probable  loss  to  the  State,  should  such  property  now  be  of- 
fered for  sale,  if  any,"  the  Board  are  of  opinion,  from  what  information 
they  possess,  that  should  said  property  now  be  offered  for  sale,  the  State 
would  sustain  no  loss. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PRENTISS, 

'  '        :„     '      .'         Secretary  of  Board  of  Public  Works,      ■'• 
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STATE  iTIEl^T 


THE   BOARD   OF    PUBLIC    WORKS, 


NUMBER     OF     ENGINEERS    AND    AGENTS,   EMPLOYED    ON    THE    PUBLIC    WORKS. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Spring Jield.  Ill,  January  6,  1840. 
To  thft  Honorable, 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  28th  ult., 
calling  on  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  number 
of  engineers  and  agents  in  the  employ  of  the  State  on  the  different  pub- 
lic works,  and  also  the  amount  of  their  pay,  I  am  instructed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  accompanying  tabular  statement,  containing  the 
information  called  for, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PRENTISS, 

Secretary  B.  P.  W. 
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COMMUNICATION 


M.  K.  ALEXANDER,  ACTING  COMMISSIONER, 


Exhibiting  the  amount  of  money  expended  on  the  Grand  Rapids  of  the 

Wabash  River. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 
^      ^    .  Springfield,  EL,  Dec.  llth,  1839. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  House  of 
.Representatives  on  the  I3th  inst.,  to  wit: 

'''Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  4  th  Judicial 
Circuit  communicate  to  this  House  an  exhibit  of  the  amount  of  money 
expended  by  him  upon  the  improvements  of  the  Grand  Rapids  of  the 
Great  Wabash  River,  and  also,  a  report  of  the  progress  and  condition  of 
said  work,  and  the  probable  amount  it  will  cost  to  complete  the  same" 

I  have  to  state,  that  T  have  paid  to  contractors  on  their  contracts  for 
the  improvement  at  the  Grand  Rapids,  the  sum  of  ^G,364  00. 
^The  contractors  for  the  Lock  have  excavated  the  earth  from  the  bank 
cf  the  river,  and  prepared,  and  put  in  the  necessary  coffer  dam,  and  made 
considerable  progress  in  the  excavation  of  the  lock  pit,  but  to  what  ex- 
tent I  cannot  precisely  state,  as  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  last  estimates. 

The  contractors  for  the  dam  and  abutment  have  barely  made  a  com- 
mencement of  their  work. 

The  suspension  of  the  work  has  been  occasioned  entirely  by  the  ina- 
bihty  of  the  States  to  make  payment  to  contractors,  who  are  yet  willing 
and  anxious  to  prosecute  their  jobs. 

As  to  the  probable  amount  it  will  require  to  complete  the  improvement 
at  that  point,  I  herewith  submit  an  extract  from  the  last  report  of  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  to  wit: 

"The  cost  of  a  permanent  structure  may  possibly  be  kept  within  the 
original  estimate,  and  the  appropriations  of  |lOO,000.  made  by  each  of 
the  States,  and  certainly  within  $25,000  of  that  sum." 

I  hereto  append  a  statement  of  the  whole  expenditures  in  the  survey 
oi  the  river,  and  Canal  route,  superintendence  of  the  work,  and  payment 
to  contractors,  &c.,  ifcc,  to  October  20th,  at  which  time  all  operations 
were  suspended.  2  o 
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Amount  paid  on  account  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

1837,  Surveys,  superintendence,  &c.,  732  34 

183S,        "                    "  3,135  4S 

"         Construction,             -         -         -  .             2,316  00 

1839,     Surveys,  superintendence,  &c.,  -             1,769  62 

"         Construction,             .         .         _  .            4,048  00 


Amount  paid  on  account  of  State  of  Indiana, 

1837,  Surveys,  superintendence,  &c.,  732  34 

1838,  "  "  1,056  83 
«  Construction,  ....  4^093  00 
Amount  not  paid. 

Estimate  to  Wm.  Mudge,  Oct.  20th,            -  403  07 

"     Bakej',  Reiley  &  Co.,  Sept.  20,           -  193  OS 

Back  percentage,                 ....  972  qq 


12,001  44 


1,568  15 


$21,940  38 

Believing  that  the  report  of  the  engineer  who  had  charge  of  that  work 
(received  since  the  suspension  of  operations,)  would  give  to  a  greater  ex 
tent  the  information  desired  by  your  honorable  body,  than  I  could  other 
wise  furnish,  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same;  to  wit: 


■^o  Messrs.  M.  K.  Alexander  and 

J.  A.  Graham,  " 

Com'rs  of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana: 

Gentlemen:  Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  work  at  the  Grand  Rapids  of  the  Wabash  River,  in  conse- 
quence of  causes  which  could  not  be  controlled,  but  little  has  been  done 
to  advance  its  progress. 

The  quarry  near  Gaither's  on  White  River  especially,  had  been  relied 
on  to  furnish  good  building  stone  with  the  grcate-^t  confidence.  It  showed 
a  naked  cliff  of  oalitic  limestone,  many  feet  in  depth,  stratified  into  layers 
of  convenient  thickness^  with  exposed  edges  covered  with  moss,  the  an- 
gular points  sharp  and  well  preserved,  in  their  exposure  to  the  weather, 
evidently  through  long  periods  of  time,  and  showing  also,  at  the  boltcm 
of  the  cliff,  large  naked  blocks,  sound  and  well  preserved  in  like  maner, 
as  the  layers  in  the  face  of  the  ledge;  and,  with  these  practical  proofs  of 
durability,  answered  also  to  the  usual  tests  of  resisting  inoderate  heat  and 
sudden  effusion  of  cold  water,  of  pressure,  and  immersion  for  a  period  in 
waters  charged  with  salts,  in  <'.  state  of  chrystalization,  &c.  But,  not- 
withstanding all  these  indications,  it  yielded  to  the  influence  of  the 
weather,  when  exposed,  as  it,  necessarily  had  to  be,  in  rather  a  fresh  sta.e 
to  severe  frost. 

The  top  layers  18  inches  thick,  resists  the  weather  at  all  times.  |Im- 
mediately  below  this  upper  course,  there  is  about  12  feet  of  naked  rock, 
with  sound  unbroken  face,  as  it  lies  in  the  cliff;  and  differing  but  in  the 
sUghtest  manner,  in  color  and  feature  from  the  top  stratum;  but  in  being 
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exposed  would  not  resist  the  frost.  Below  these  in  the  quarry,  are  masses 
of  stone,  as  shown  in  the  river  bank,  and  washed  ravines,  to  a  great 
depth,  similar  in  character  to  the  top  course,  but  it  Avould  be  too  expen- 
sive to   quarry. 

Amass  of  these  undcr-aying  strata  had  been  laid  bare  p/eviousto  the 
letting  in  August,  i83S,  for  (30  feet  in  length,  an;{  eight  or  nine  feet  tluck, 
in  the  channel  of  a  small  branch,  one  hundred  feet  or  more  on  the  sloping 
side  of  the  hill,  from  the  perpendicular  face  of  the  cliif,  which  led  to  the 
opinion,  from  the  rocky  banks,  and  channel  of  the  branch,  that  the  entire 
slope  side  was  composed  of  that  material.  Br.t  in  quarrying  at  that  point, 
it  was  found  to  be  only  a  detached  mass,  which  had  probably  been  car- 
ried forward  progressively  in  lapse  of  time,  till  by  successive  frcezinc's 
of  the  water  of  the  branch,  it  reached  the  level  bottom  lands,  and  these 
had  been  merely  covered  with  the  alluvial  deposits  from  the  hills. 

This  quairy  was  worked  to  a  considerable  extent,  before  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  it  would  yield  to  the  frost. 

Finding  the  stone  on  White  river  to  %il,  many  examinations  were 
made  to  find  a  material  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works,  v/hich  would  answer 
in  changing  the  original  plan,  so  as  to  have  twenty-five  feet  in  length  at 
each  end  of  the  lock  wails,  where  the  gates  would  rest,  built  of  hewn 
masonry,  and  the  intermediate  spaces  formed  of  sand  stone  on  ihe  com- 
posite plan,  of  the  masonry  laid  in  cement,  the  walls  faced  with  two  inch 
plank,  and  coped  throughout  with  sound  coping. 

At  many  points,  stone  of  good  quality  has  been  found  in  small  quan- 
tities; but  in  opening  them  a  short  distance  into  the  earth,  have  inva- 
riably run  out  into  mere  broken  ruhbis'n,  or  alternated  into  a  kind  unfit 
for  any  useful  purpose. 

Early  in  the  last  year,  a  quarry  of  sand  stone  was  discovered  in  the 
borough  of  Vincennes,  and  has  been  used  to  great  extent  the  present 
season  in  building  in  that  town. 

This  quarry  is  probably  extensive  enough  to  furnish  the  building  ma- 
terial required  for  the  works;  although  in  making  an  examination  of  it, 
the  contrary  opinion  was  entertained  from  the  indications  it  showed  of 
changing  into  a  worse  qualit}''  than  that  consisted  of  which  had  been 
removed,  and  the  contractor  was  permitted  to  withdraw  his  men  from 
working  the  quarry,  under  the  belief  that  prudence  at  least  required 
something  more  than  a  hasty  decision  to  determine  the  question  whether 
it  could  be  safely  used,  where  it  would  be  subjected  in  a  lock  to  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  wet  and  diy,  of  heat  and  cold;  and  these  doubts  wore 
strengthened  by  the  facts,  that  few  persons  trust  the  same  stone  for  foun- 
dations for  buildings;  that  many  of  the  sand  stone  structures,  in  Indiana 
are  giving  away,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  j'ears;  and  the  evidence,  that 
at  a  short  distance  in  Illinois  from  this  quarry  on  the  national  road,  all 
the  structures  built  of  sand  stone,  proved  insufficient  to  resist  the  weath- 
er, w^ere  torn  down,  removed,  and  other  materials  substituted  in  their 
stead,  before  the  road  was  used  or  received. 

The  last  year  has  shov/n  considerable  difference,  compared  with  the 
two  preceding  ones,  in  the  time  the  Wabash  has  been  navigable  for  steam 
boats.  In  1837,  the  river  could  hardly  be  said  to  hive  receded  so  low 
that  work  could  have  been  performed  at  the  Grand  Rapids  in  the  bed  of 
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the  river,  and  light  draft  steam  boais  could  have  come  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  to  that  point  at  all  times  when  it  was  free  from  ice.  In  1838 
the  same  was  true  until  nearly  the  first  of  September;  and  then  during 
the  fall,  although  so  generally  dry,  the  river  did  not  fall  so  low  by  six  or 
eight  inches  as  during  the  present  summer  and  autumn. 

The  time  which  steam  boats  could  come  from  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of 
White  river  the  present  year,  was  from  the  15th  of  February  to  sometime 
in  June.  While  during  that  same  period,  steam  boats  or  flat  boats,  draw- 
ing 3  feet  water,  could  not  pass  the  Grand  Rapids  in  broken  intervals,  for 
more  than  twenty-one  days. 

The  last  year's  business  of  the  Wabash  has  also  been  marked  with 
great  difference  in  the  prices  of  transportation  of  bulky  freights.  Salt, 
which  at  the  Grand  Rapids,  was  formerly  brought  in  steam  boats,  at  a 
cost  f.'om  18  to  20  cents  per  hundred  lbs.  by  the  barrel,  this  year  has  been 
dclivcicd  there  in  tow  boats,  at  a  r::uch  less  rate.  These  boats  are  towed 
up  the  river  at  so  small  an  expense,  that  engagements  might  have  been 
entered  into,  at  least  for  to-* ing  loaded  boats  from  the  stone  quarries  on 
the  Ohio  river  of  a  size  agreed  on,  and  sunk  a  specific  depth;  so  that  the 
actual  cost  of  towing,  exclusive  of  loading  and  unloading,  would  not 
have  exceeded  four  dollars  per  yard  for  delivery  of  stone  at  the  site  of 
the  lock.  The  consideration  of  the  greater  length  of  time  in  each  year, 
Avhich  the  river  is  navigable  below  tlie  lock,  the  certainty  of  being  able 
to  procure  a  better  material  to  build  with,  as  well  as  the  friable  nature  of 
the  sand  stone  near  Vincennes,  which  is  quite  apparent  after  a  few  days 
exposure  to  water,  or  wet  weather,  and  greater  clieapness  of  quarrying 
and  delivery  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  uiduced  the  applicacion  to  the 
commissioners,  for  leave  to  go  to  the  Ohio  with  the  intention  of  procuring, 
at  least  the  face  stone  of  the  lock  walls,  which  leave  v/as  granted.  How- 
ever, in  the  early  part  of  July,  a  few  days  afterwards,  the  river  fell  so 
low  that  the  contractor  could  commence  work  on  the  coffer  dam,  prepar- 
atory to  excavating  the  lock  pit,  and  in  the  probability  of  meeting  with 
difficulty  in  obtaining  funds  for  the  payuient  of  the  estimates,  as  they 
would  become  due,  it  was  deemed  prudent  for  him  to  appropriate  all  his 
means  in  getting  in,  if  possible,  the  foundation  of  the  lock  during  the 
present  dry  season,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  procure  building  stone 
from  a  distance  from  the  work. 

A  slight  alteration  in  the  plan  of  the  lock,  wdth  the  consent  of  the 
commissioners,  has  been  made  by  increasing  the  width  of  the  chamber 
from  38  to  40  feet;  and  its  length  from  175,  to  ISO  feet.  This  change 
was  induced  from  the  observation,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Waljash  is  in  steam  boats  direct  from  Nov/  Orleans,  of 
greater  dimensions  than  the  lock  first  planned,  would  pass.  Independ- 
ent of  this  consideration,  steam  vessels,  navigating  the  Ohio,  have  been 
constantly  increased  in  length  of  the  wheels  which  propel  them,  and  in 
length  of  the  boats,  for  several  years  past,  to  give  them  greater  speed 
and  steadiness  on  the  water,  greatev  safety  and  lighter  draft.  I'his  ten- 
dency to  increase  their  dimensions  does  not  appear  to  have  arrived  at  its 
maximum  extent,  and  if  the  additional  size  were  not  given  to  the  lock, 
transshipments  would  have  to  be  made;  and,  as  tolls  are  charged  on  the 
tonnage,  a  lock  of  less  dimensions  than  would  accommodate  the  southern 
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trade,  would  be  as  much  at  variance  with  the  commerce  of  the  public,  as 
with  the  revenue  expected  from  the  works.  For  opening  the  lock  gates, 
instead  of  capstans,  the  wheel  and  windlass  will  be  substituted. 

Conveyances  for  the  site  of  the  works  have  not  been  obtained.  Under 
ihe  direction  of  the  commissioners,  the  undersigned  has  made  several  ef- 
forts for  purchase,  or  donation,  all  of  which  have  been  unavailing.  ,  In 
one  instance,  a  cession  was  offered,  predicated  on  the  right  to  the  propri- 
etors to  use  a  portion  of  the  water  power  made  by  the  works,  as  the 
consideration  of  their  grants  to  the  States.  This  offer,  the  commissioners 
considered  as  objectionable  in  policy,  and  not  warranted  by  law.  The 
same  proprietors,  however,  express  their  willingness  to  donate  the  lands 
in  question,  but  hitherto,  have  not  found  it  convenient  to  carry  their  m- 
tention  into  effect.  The  lock  foundations  on  the  Indiana  side  were  com- 
menced, with  the  consent  of  the  commissioner  of  that  State,  and -with 
the  belief  on  his  part,  that  a  title  to  the  necessary  grounds  for  a  site,  could 
be  easily  obtained,  or  in  the  event  of  unwillingness  to  convey,  or  delay, 
the  law  was  amply  sufficient  to  give  a  title  in  a  manner  equitable  to  the 
State  and  to  the  proprietors.  The  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  with 
the  exception  of  one  tract,  are  owned  by  companies,  constituted  of  mem- 
bers living  at  different  places,  which  accounts  for  the  delay,  in  the  incon- 
venience of  acting  together,  rather  than  to  any  unwillingness  to  make 
the  cession  required. 

The  valley  of  the  Wabash  river  is  so  illy  supplied  with  building  stone, 
and  yet  contains  such  abundance  and  variety  of  rocks,  that  no  public 
work  in  any  portion  of  its  extent  has  escaped  delay  in  its  prosecution, 
and  unanticipated  cost  in  its  construction.  The  locks  and  other  structures 
on  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  from  Delphi  to  Huntington,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  same  inconvenience.  Delays  and  changes  of  plan  were  un- 
avoidable even  in  cases  where,  after  many  disappointments,  good  materials 
were  procured. 

Difficulty  in  obtaining  proper  materials  was  encountered  at  Terre 
Haute  and  its  vicinity,  indeed,  at  every  point  (it  is  believed,)  throughout 
its  extent  where  good  building  stone  in  quantity  has  been  procured. 
There  is  not  only  the  want  of  exposure,  which  pertains  to  a  new 
country,  before  fields  are  cleared,  drains  washed,  and  excavations  made 
in  the  earth,  consequent  on  a  dense  population;  but  a  character  attaches 
to  the  whole  valley  of  a  great  variety  of  rocks  presenting  externally  fa- 
vorable appearances  in  the  faces,  or  outsides  of  quarries,  which  entirely 
fail  when  worked  short  distances  into  the  earth.  During  the  year  past  in 
working  quarries  in  this  manner,  which  have  proved  worthless,  there  has 
been  estimated  to  the  contractors  §3,474  02,  which  of  course  is  lost.  It 
is  a  large  amount,  but  from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  its  expenditure 
is  claimed  to  have  been  warranted  by  judgment  and  discretion.  It  is 
proper  to  renuark  also,  that  a  portion  of  the  stone  delivered  on  the  con- 
tract of  Wilson  &,  Co.,  has  yielded  to  the  frost,  and  that  probably  a  loss 
of  25  per  cent.,  on  the  SOO  yds.  delivered,  has  already  incurred;  and 
most  likely,  to  some  extent  will  be  incurred  by  another  winter's  ex- 
posure. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  good  materials  for  a  hewn  stone  lock,  sug- 
gests the  idea  of  building  it  with  wooden  cribs  filled  with  stone,  wdih 
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wails  of  the  chamber  fnced  with  plaak.  Aii'l  it  is  but  just  to  re:Tiark, 
that  a  large  share  of  pubUc  feeling  is  manifested  in  favor  of  that  mode 
of  construction. 

The  undersigned,  with  tlie  greatest  deference  lo  opinions  for  whicli  he 
has  the  highest  respect,  is  constrained  from  sense  ot  duty,  drawn  fiom 
observation  from  the  best  lights  he  could  collect,  to  feel  in  regard  to  such 
change  of  plan  as  heretofore  expressed,  that  any  structure,  placed  across 
the  entire  channel  of  the  Wabash  river,  to  overcome  the  obstructions  to 
its  navigation,  should  be  of  the  niost  permanent  kind,  or  it  will  become  a 
source  of  very  great  injury,  vexation  and  loss. 

The  Rapids  are  bad  enough  for  the  great  trade  of  the  country;  and 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that,  after  the  erection  of  these  works,  that  no 
vessel  of  any  description,  flat  boats  in  descending,  or  steam  boats  in  any 
direction,  can  navigate  the  river  without  passing  the  lock,  it  seems  nearly 
clear,  that  unless  the  works  can  be  of  the  most  perfect  kind,  such  as  will 
need  little  or  no  repairs,  it  would  be  better  for  the  interests  ot  commu- 
nity, that  the  river  should  be  left  in  its  natural  condition. 

It  is  tl;e  work  of  the  two  States;  a  mass  of  timber  to  rot,  to  decay, 
between  seven  and  ten  years,  hazarding  the  entire  obstruction  of  the 
trade  of  the  Wabasii  for  a  season,  is  hardly  in  keeping  with  their  ch.ar- 
acter. 

It  is  probable  that  the  sand  stone  quarry  near  Vincennes,  will  furnish 
all  the  stone  required  for  a  good  work,  its  quality  will  be  developed  sulfi- 
ciently  by  its  exposure  through  the  winter,  the  only  safe  test;  and  it  will 
certainly  furnish  all  which  may  be  required,  except  for  the  faces  of  the 
walls,  the  materials  for  which,  had  bette]-  be  procured  from  the  Ohio,  it  is 
thought,  as  it  v.'ould  make  no  great  additional  cost,  on  account  of  cheaper 
quarrying,  and  land  transportation,  and  a  better  article  would  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  cost  of  a  perm;\nent  structure  may  possibly  be  kept  within  the 
original  estimate;  and  the  apj)ropriations  of  |;100,000  made  by  each  of 
the  States,  and  certainly  within  25,000  of  that  sum,  a  ditference  which 
would  be  more  than  compensated  by  its  superior  utility. 

The  building  of  the  lock  and  dam  is  divided  into  two  contracts.  The 
lock  contract  was  awarded  to  Wm.  Mudge.  ll:e  building  of  the  dam 
and  abutment,  to  Messrs.  Baker,  Reiley  &  Co.  The  lock  has  neces- 
sarily to  be  much  in  advance  in  its  construction,  to  be  kept  above  the 
water,  before  it  shall  be  raised  by  the  dam;  for  this  reason,  Messrs.  Balder, 
Reiiey  tSt  Co.  were  not  required  to  commence  their  work  until  the  last  of 
July.  The  uncertainty  of  being  paid  induced  the  contractors,  and  luith 
leave,  to  postpone  their  operations  till  more  certamty  vras  known  in  re- 
lation to  that  subject. 

In  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  an  estimate  was  made  the  20th  of  September  last,  and, 
although  in  advance  of  his  just  proportion  of  the  expenditures,  in  his 
anxiety  to  have  tiie  contractor  go  on  with  his  work  during  the  present 
low  stage  of  water,  he  gave  him  a  draft  for  his  pay  on  the  Fund  Com- 
missioners of  that  State,  in  hopes,  from  the  reported  loan,  that  it  would 
be  paid  and  the  contractor  enabled  to  continue  his  labors  until  Indiana 
would  be  in  funds,  and  meet  her  equivalent  part  of  the  cost. 
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In  a  short  time  afterwards,  the  work  was  necessarily  stopped  for  want 
of  funds;  the  last  estimate  was  taken  on  the  20th  of  October,  and  all 
operations  of  the  contractor  and  expense  of  the  engineering  department 
from  that  time  have  ceased. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  States,  of  camp  equipage^  tables  and 
boxes  con'aining  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office,  are  locked  up  and 
stored  with  Moses  Bedell,  Esq.,  receipts  of  which  are  forwarded  to  the 
reapective  Commissioners.  Independent  of  these  articles,  400  barrels  of 
hydraulic  cement,  on  which  the  contractor  received  an  estimate  for  their 
value,  and  by  him  were  stored  in  the  ware  house  of  Mr.  Townsend, 
at  the  lock  site,  awaiting  farther  operations  before  it  can  be  used. 

For  the  expenditures  for  this  year. 
There  has  been  paid  for  superintendence,   office    expenses,  by 

Thos.  H.  Blake  Esq.,  for  the  State  of  Indiana,  790  50 

By  John  A.  Graham  Esq.,  for  construction,  1,465  00 


Total  paid,  ,$2,255  50 

Receipts  for  superintendence  &c.,  forwarded  in  account  cur- 
rent, but  which  are  not  paid,  233  12 
Total  paid  and  charged  to  Indiana,                           ^2,488  62 
There    has  been  paid   by  Illinois,  for  superintend- 
ence,  office  expenses  &c.,                                        1,769  52 
For  construction,                                                           2,615  00 


Total  paid,  S4,384  62 

Also  draft  on   Fund  Commissioners   which  is   re- 
ceipted for,  but  not  paid  off,  1,433  00 


Total  paid  and  charged  to  Illinois,  $'5,817  62      5,817  62 

And  there  is  jointly  due,  and   not  receipted  for, 

estimate  to  Wm.  Mudge,  October  20th,    .  403  07 

Estimate  to  Reiley,  Baker  &  Co.,  193  08 

Back  per  centage  to  Wm.  Mudge,  972  00 

|1,568  15     1,568  15 

.  Total,  ^9,874  39 

In  1S38  Illinois  paid  for  locations  superintendence, 
and  including  surveys  of  the  Wabash  to  the 
Ohio,  and  for  the  Ohio  canal  route,  $'3,135  48 

For  construction,  2,316  00 


As  per  annual  report,  $5,451  48 

In  1837,  for  locations  &c.,  732  34 


$6,183  82      6,183  82 


In  1838,  Indiana  paid  for  locations,  superintend- 
ence, and  including  surveys  of  the  Wabash  to 
the  Ohio,  and  for  the  Ohio  canal  route,  |1,056  83 

For  construction,  4,093  00 
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as  per  annual  roport,  $5,149  83 

1837,  for  locations,  &c.,  732  34 


5,882  17      5,882  17 


Total  expenditure,         ,:.  .:  $21,940  38 

Respectfully  submitted,  v 

D.  BURR, 

.V    ,      ,      Late  principal  engineer  of  the   Wabash  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  ,      .     ,        ,  _^ ,   ^   ;  . 

Very  respectfully, 
.  i  Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 

Com'r  4th  Judicial  Circuit, 


M  :•' 


-r  <v 


1,      ; 


L  E  T  T  E 


FROM    THE 


BOARD    OF    PUBLIC    WORKS 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Springfield,  Illinois,  January  17,  1839. 
To  the  Honorable, 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate  : 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  state,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate,  calling  on  the  Board  "to 
report  to  the  Senate  whether  they  have  reserved  the  right  to  abandon 
contracts  when  the  Board  shall  consider  that  the  interest  of  the  State 
requires  such  an  abandonment,  if  so,  state  the  cases  in  which  such  re- 
serve hid  been  made'-  — 

That  all  contracts  entered  into  by  the  Board  have  been  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  law:  the  reservation  contained  therein  will  be  found  in 
the  15th  section  of  the  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system 
of  internal  improvements,  which  prescribes  what  conditions  and  reser- 
vations shall  be  inserted  in  contracts.  The  Board  did  not  believe  they 
had  the  power  to  reserve  to  the  State  the  right  to  abandon  contracts  in 
any  other  manner  and  for  any  other  causes  than  those  prescribed  by  law. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PRENTISS, 

Secretary  B.  P.   W, 


J.  B.  THOMAS,  ACTING   COMMISSIONER; 

Concerning  the    cost   of  the    JVorthern  Cross  Railroad^    between  Meredosia 

and  Jacksonville. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Spring Jield^  III.,  January  1,  1840. 
To  ihn  Honorable, 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  Senate,  contained  in 
their  resolution  of  the  30  h  ult.,  the  undersigned,  Acting  Commissioner 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  for  the  first  Judicial  Circuit,  has  the 
honor  to  report  to  the  Senate,  that  "the  whole  cost,  viz:  the  amount 
paid  and  to  be  paid,  of  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  situat- 
ed between  Meredosia  and  Jacksonville,"  is  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  thousand  dollars,  (396,000.) 

The  fourth  requisition  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  undersigned  Commis- 
sioner, &:c.,  "to  furnish  the  Senite  with  the  profiles  and  surveys  of  that 
part  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  lying  between  the  residence -of 
Joseph  Duncan  and  the  Mauvaise-terrc  bridge  east  of  Jacksonville,"  and 
other  papers  connected  therewith,  specified  in  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate, will  be  complied  with  so  soon  as  copies  of  the  said  papers  can  be 
prepared,  where  copies  arc  required,  and  the  originals  obtained  from 
the  engineers'  office  at  Jacksonville,  where  original  papers  are  required; 
all  of  which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  possible.  ... 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
•  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  THOMAS, 

Acting  Com.  1st  Jud.  Cir, 


REPOET 


SELECT   COMMITTEE 

Appointed  to  investigate  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works^  with 
accompanying  documents.  i 


Mr.  Craig,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  official 
conduct  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  official  conAuct  SfC.  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  report: 

That  shortly  after  it  was  authorized  to  act  as  a  select  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  thcj  organized  and  attended  at  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works;  that  every  facility  w^as  afforded  them  by  the 
board  to  investigate  the  books,  papers  &c.  of  the  Board;  and  that  in  order 
to  ascertain,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  the  method  adopted  to 
carry  on  the  system,  a  series  of  questions,  from  No.  1  to  No.  15  inclusive, 
were  propounded  to  the  board,  through  the  lion.  John  H.  Murphy,  Chair- 
man of  the  committee,  on  the  13th  January;  a  copy  of  which,  with  the 
answers  thereto,  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  was  returned  to  the  committee  on  the  25th  or  26th  January. 

The  Hon.  John  H.  Murphy,  Chairman  of  the  committee,  left  before 
the  reception  of  those  answers,  and  James  Craig  was  elected  Chairman 
to  supply  the  vacancy,  and  authorized  to  propound  such  questions  to  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  as  would  elicit  the  facts  desired  to  be  come  at  by 
the  committee.  The  committee  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  questions  pro- 
pounded by  the  Chairman,  of  the  27ih  January,  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  and  by  the  board  returned  to  the  committee  on  the  31st  January. 

Whether  it  is  proper  to  require  sworn  officers  to  give  answers  under 
oath,  may  be  questionable;  and  the  sixth  and  seventh  questions  in  the 
series  asked,  they  are  of  opinion,  might  have  been  omitted. 

The  Chairman  of  the  committee  says  that  question  No.  2,  asked  by 
Hon.  J.  H.  Murphy,  not  being  answered  by  the  Board  nor  any  member 
thereof,  question  No.  1  was  propounded  to  elicit  the  facts;  tliat  No.  S, 
asked  by  Hon.  Mr.  Murphy,  and  not  answered  by  the  Board  or  any  of 
its  members,  prompted  No.  8   by  himself,  and  addressed  to  Mr.   Dixon, 


•m 
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Commissioner  of  the  Gth  Judicial  District,  to  obtain  information  to  satisfy 
many  of  his  constituents,  who  had,  by  petition,  strongly  remonstrated 
against  the  plan  of  improvements  adopted  by  the  commissioner.  [See 
H.  Wallace  and  others,  marked  A.] 

Thjt  question  No.  12  of  Hon.  J.  H.  Murphy,  not  being  answered  by 
the  Board  or  any  of  its  members,  prompted  the  10th  of  his,  and  was  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Dixon,  to  obtain  information  to  satisfy  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  his  constituents,  who,  by  petition  heretofore  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee, were  sti-ongly  remonstrating  against  the  present  location  of  the 
Central  Railroad  by  Dixon.     [See  papers,  marked  B.] 

Question  No.  13  of  Hon.  J.  JL  Murphy,  being  answered  in  a  similar  man- 
ner by  Mr.  Prentiss,  induced  No.  7  by  himself,  and  was  predicated  on  a 
letter  from  Frederic  Dutcher,  and  on  common  rumor  in  that  vicinity.  [See 
letter,  marked  C] 

No.  7,  say  9,  was  predicated  on  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Nichols  while 
at  Springfield  during  the  present  session,  who  stated  to  me  that  he  had 
just  closed  a  contract  for  improving  the  Rapids;  and  also,  from  a  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Dutcher,  who  informed  me  that  the  contracts  contained 
such  a  provision,  or  similar  to  the  one  stated  in  the  question. 

Question  No.  6  may  be  an  improper  question:  tlie  Chairman  propound- 
ed it  of  his  own  accord,  more  from  a  desire  to  give  each  member  of  the 
Board  an  opportunity  to  give  the  lie  to  idle  rumor,  and  to  say  that  no  such 
practice  existed,  than  with  any  intention  to  offend. 

Your  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  it  is  useless  to  prosecute  this  inves- 
tigation further,  as  the  Board  of  Public  Works  refused  to  answer  the 
questions  propounded,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  their  communication 
hereto  appended;  and  say  that  the  information  sought,  is  in  possession  of 
the  House;  all  of  which,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  arc  respect- 
fully submitted. 


Central  I>fTERNAii  Improvement  Office,  ' 

Springjield,  III.,  January  17,  1840. 
To  the  Hon.  John  II.  Murphy, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  -    '  " 

Representatives,  to  examine  into  the  official  acts  and 
^  doings  of  the  Board  of  Public   Works,  <^'C : 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  13lh  inst.,  concerning  fifteen  queries 
from  the  committee  over  which  you  have  the  honor  to  preside,  was  duly 
received  ^  and,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions,!  have  written  out  my 
answer  to  each  query,  which  I  beg  leave  herewith  most  respectfully  to 
submit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully,  ''  ''       '   ' 

-     /  ,  Your  obedient  servant, 

.'     ■■•J  WM.  PRENTISS, 

■''  Secretary  B.  P.   W. 


283 

Question  1.  Has  tliere  been  district  clerks  employed  by  any  of  the 
commissioners  since  the  passage  ol'  the  law  abolishing  that  office?  If  so, 
who  are  thej,and  by  what  commissioner  or  commissioners  have  they  been 
io  employed,  and  what  amount  has  been  paid  to  each  for  that  service' 

Answer.  I  am  not  apprised  that  any  law  has  ever  been  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Illinois,  abolishing  the  office  of  district  clerk,  and 
:onsequently  do  not  know  what  time  to  direct  my  research.  I  find  that 
;he  Board  of  Public  Works  adopted  an  order  on  the  4th  December,  1837 
jrohibitmg  the  appointment  of  clerks  of  engineering  districts,  and  abol' 
shmg  said  offices  and  appointments,  from  and  after  the  1st  January,  1838. 
Mnce  that  period  I  have  no  evidence  of  any  such  appointments. 

The  commissioners  have,  in  many  instances,  employed  clerks  to  write 
ip  their  books,  abstract  their  vouchers,  copy  estimates,  &c.  &c.,  at  prices 
^arying  from  |1  to  ^3  per  day.  By  reference  to  the  register  kept  in 
he  Central  Office,  you  will  obtain  every  information  on  the  subject. 

Question  2.  Are  the  commissioners  considered  in,  and  naeV/ for,  actual 
ervice  every  day  m  the  year;  or  only  for  the  days  actually  spent  in  the 
ubJic  service,  or  are  they  in  service  every  day? 

Anszuer.^  The  commissioners,  I  conceive,  should  properly  be  considered 
1,  and  paid  for,  actual  service  every  day  in  the  year  that  they  are  actu- 
lly  m  service,  whether  every  day  be  actually  spent  in  the  public  service 
r  not.  _  1  imagine  that  each  commissioner  who  has  made  his  charge  and 
een  paid  for  services  as  such,  has  been  in  service  every  day  for  which  he 
as  been  so  paid. 

Question  3.  Are  there  any  deductions  made  from  the  salaries  of  en- 
mecrs  for  lost  time?     If  so,  state  the  instance  and  amounts. 

Answer.  I  am  informed  by  the  commissioners  that  whenever  they  have 
3en  apprised  of  the  loss  of  time  by  engineers  employed  by  the  State,  they 
ive  deducted  from  their  salaries  for  such  loss.  The  pay  rolls,  on  file  in 
le  Central  Office,  certified  by  the  various  engineers  respectively,  in 
large  of  the  different  portions  of  the  public  works,  will  show  the  time 
nployed  by,  and  the  amount  paid  to,  each  engineer  in  the  service  of  the 
tate. 

Question  4.  Has  any  commissioner  been  allowed  any  thin''  for  horse- 
re,  purchase  or  repair  of  buggies  &c.,  for  his  own  use,  since  the  4th  of 
^arch  last?  If  so,  by  whom  were  they  purchased,  at  what  price,  and  to 
hat  pubhc  service  have  they  been  applied? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  case  m  which  any  commissioner  has  been  allow- 
any  thing  for  horse  hire,  purchase  or  repair  of  buggy  &c.,  for  his  own 
e,  since  the  4th  of  March  last. 

Question  5.  Are  contractors  ever  permitted  to  draw  pay  for  more  work 
an  has  been  actually  done?  If  so,  please  state  in  what  district  this  has 
curred,  the  amount  of,  and  to  whom  such  allowance  has  been  made. 
.Answer.  I  know  of  no  moneys  paid  to  contractors,  except  upon  the'es- 
nates  made  for  them  by  the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  ^^ork,  which  upon 
eir  lace  specify  that  it  is  for  work  actually  done  and  mateiials  furnished 
them  up  to  the  time  the  estimate  is  made;  and  if,  from  inadvertence 
y  contractor  received  too  much  on  one  estimate,  the  next  estimate  cor'- 
c;ted  it. 

Question  6.  In  auditing  accounts  bv  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  is   it 
Btomary  to  investigate  the  accounts,  and  to  ascertain  and  allow  only  the 
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worth  of  the  articles  or  services  for  which  such  accounts  wzre  allowed  by 
the  commissioner,  oris  it  customary  only  to  ascertain  that  but  one  vouch- 
er is  hied  for  the  same  allowance,  without  regard  to  its  original  propriety 
or  equity  ? 

Answer.  In  auditing  accounts  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works>it  is  cus- 
tomary carefully  to  investigate  the  accounts,  and  to  ascertain  and  allow 
only  the  worth  of  the  article  or  "services  for  which  such  accounts  were 
allowed  by  the  commissioners,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  the  Board. 
It  is,  however,  the  province  of  the  commissioners  respectively  to  audit  and 
pay  accounts  accruing  in  their  respective  circuits;  and  each  commissioner, 
in  auditing  such  accounts,  allows  or  rejects  the  same  according  to  its  rea- 
sonableness or  exorbitancy. 

Question  7.  Has  the  location  of  roads  been,  in  all  instances,  made  in 
accordance  with  the  reports  and  recommendations  of  the  principal  engin- 
eer of  the  district,  or  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  said  work?  If  not, 
why  ? 

AnszDcr.  So  far  as  I  am  advised,  the  location  of  roads  has,  during  the 
term  of  office  of  the  present  Board,  been  made  in  accordance  with  the 
reports  and  recommendations  of  the  principal  engineer  of  the  district,  or 
of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work. 

Question  8.  Are  the  plans  or  modes  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  adopted,  in  all  instances,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  recom- 
mendations of  the  engineers  employed  or  in  charge  of  said  work?  And 
if  not,  why? 

Answer.  They  are,  as  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

Question  9.  Has  there  been  any  instances,  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  Board  or  auy  of  its  members,  ot  an  engineer  reporting  in  favor  or 
against  a  particular  route  for  the  location  of  a  railroad,  and  said  engineer 
being  removed  in  consequence  of  such  recommendation,  or  of  his  being 
removed  to  a  distant  part  of  the  district,  and  such  route  adopted,  notwith- 
standing such  unfavorable  report  of  the  engineer?  U  so,  \iho,  and  in 
what  district? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  instance. 

Question  10.  Has  it  been  considered  by  the  Board  an  object  to  unite 
the  roads  with  the  improvements  on  the  rivers,  in  all  practicable  instances? 
And  if  so,  has  each  commissioner  pursued  this  course,  and  if  not,  why? 

Answer.  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  what  information  is  sought  for  in  this 
query.  If  the  committee  will  specify  any  particular  instance  wherein 
they  may  desire  inibrmation,  I  may  be  enabled  to  impart  the  information 
desired  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  engineers  &c.,  and  will  do  so  with 
pleasure;  but  I  am  under  the  impression,  (hat  in  the  location  of  all  roads, 
the  Board  ol'  Public  Works  have  been  governed  by  the  laws  establishing 
the  same.  If  any  of  those  laws  requires  the  connexion  of  roads  with  any 
improvements  on  ihe  rivers,  the  locations  have  doubtless  been  made  in 
accordance  therewith. 

Question  11.  Has  the  receipting  of  estimates  and  special  drafts,  with- 
out payments  being  made  by  the  commissioners,  been  ordered  or  approv- 
ed by  the  Board?  And  if  so,  will  such  receipts  release  the  State  from 
such  liabilities? 

Answer.  No  order  or  approval  of  the  Board  has  been  made  for  the  re- 
ceipting of  estimates  and  special  drafts,  without  payment  being  made  by 
the  commissioners. 
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Question  12.  Have  any  contracts  been  concluded  during  the  present 
session  of  the  board,  or  by  any  of  its  members,  for  work  or  contracts  on 
any  of  the  railroads  or  rivers?  And  if  so,  where  were  they  let  and  to 
whom? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  such  circumstance. 

Question  13.  Is  any  commissioner  of  the  Board,  or  engineer  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Board,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  contract  for 
construction,  or  furnishing  materials  for  such  contracts? 

Answer.  1  know  of  no  case  in  which  any  commissioner  of  the  Board,  or 
engineer  in  the  employment  of  the  board,  is  either  directly  or  indirectly 
in  any  contract  for  construction,  or  furnishing  materials  for  such  contracts. 

Question  14.  Are  there  any  cases  in  which  the  lowest  bidder  did  not 
get  the  contracts?  And  if  so,  why;  and  who  bid  lower,  and  who  got  the 
contract? 

Ansiozr.  This  query  having  been  put  to  me  wken  I  last  had  the  honor 
of  appearing  before  the  honorable  committee;  and  not  being  at  that  time 
able  to  impart  full  information  on  the  subject,  I  took  the  liberty  to  address 
a  note  to  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  5th  Judicial  Circuit  for  inform- 
ation on  the  subject;  and  in  answer  to  this  query,  I  beg  leave  to.  submit 
his  answer  to  my  note,  which  will  fully  answer  the  query  as  far  as  he  may 
be  concerned.  There  may  be  other  cases,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  at 
this  time.  The  committee  can  obtain  full  information  on  this  subject,  by 
an  examination  of  the  proposals  on  file  in  the  Central  Ofhce.  I  am  in- 
formed that  in  every  instance  contracts  have  been  let  to  what  was  consi- 
dered by  the  commissioners  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.  There  may 
be  many  instances  where  bids  have  been  received,  that  contracts  have 
not  been  let  to  the  lowest  bidder;  but  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  com- 
missioners for  not  contracting  with  the  lowest  bidder  in  every  instance,  was 
on  account  of  their  want  of  rcsponsibihty. 

Question  15.  What  items  constitute  the  miscellaneous  account,  and 
what  proportion  does  that  account  bear  to  the  location  and  construction 
of  the  public  works? 

Answer.  This  interrogatory  was  put  to  me  when  1  last  appeared  before 
your  committee,  and  I  vfill  answer  it  now  as  i  did  then:  That  every  ex- 
penditure of  every  kind,  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Internal  Im- 
provement system,  except  engineering  and  construction,  are  embraced 
under  the  head  of  Miscellaneous.  The  distinct  amount,  under  each  head, 
has  been  reported  to  the  House.  A  reference  to  the  reports  will  enable 
the  committee  to  obtain  the  information  desired. " 


C. 

Springfield,  January  27,  1840. 
To  the  Board  of  Public  Works : 

GENTiiEMEN:  I  have  the  honor  herewith   to  enclose  to  you  a  series  of 
questions  to  be  answered  by  the  members  of  the  Board  under  oath. 

You  will  confer  a  favor  by  making  out  your  answers  to  the  enclosed 
questions  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  to  be  sworn  to  and  submitted  to 
the  investigating  committee. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  CRAIG,  Chairman. 
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Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Springfield,  III.,  January  31,  1840. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Committee 

of  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  to  investigate 

the  official  conduct  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  P.  W.: 
Gentlemen:  I  herewith  send  you  the  accompanying  preamble  and 
resolution,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Pubhc  Works,  marked  A,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  questions  propounded  by  "James  Craig,  Chairman,"  to 
the  several  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  marked  B,  and  the 
note  enclosing  the  same,  marked  C,  in  accordance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  said  resolution. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serv't, 
,  '  M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 

..  '  :  President. 


Whereas,  a  series  of  interrogatories,  purporting  to  be  addressed  from 
the  first  to  the  sixth  inclusive,  to  each  member  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  and  from  the  7th  to  to  the  10th  inclusive,  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  6th  Judicial  Circuit  solely,  have  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  enclosed  in  a  note  of  the  27th  instant,  signed  by  James  Craig, 
Chairman:  and 

Whereas,  a  portion  of  said  interrogatories  imply  directly  a  charge 
against  each  commissioner,  of  the  perpetration  of  a  felonious  offence,  and 
are  therefore  manifestly  improper,  and  believed  not  to  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  committee  whose  Chairman  has  propounded  them : 

Whereas,  all  of  said  interrogatories  that  do  not  imply  a  charge  against 
the  commissioners  of  this  Board,  of  improper  and  unlawful  conduct,  have 
heretofore  been  answered,  either  in  the  semi-annual  report  of  this  Board 
to  the  Governor,  heretofore  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  in  response 
to  resolutions  of  one  or  other  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, at  their  present  session: 

And  whereas,  the  inlormation  sought  for  may  be  found  among  the 
documents  of  one  or  the  other  of  said  Houses,  and  cannot  be  again  pre- 
pared without  great  additional  labor:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Board  be  requested  to  address  a 
communication  to  the  committee,  cppointed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  investigate  the  official  conduct  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  above  men- 
tioned, and  of  the  note  enclosingthem,  enquiring  of  said  committee  wheth- 
er said  interrogatories  were  propounded  by  order  of  said  committee,  or  a 
majority  of  the  members  composing  the  same. 

And  respectiully  suggesting  to  said  committee: 
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1st.  The  impropriety  of  calling  upon  all  or  any  of  the  members  of  this 
Board,  to  state,  under  their  or  his  oath,  whether  they  or  any  of  them,  have 
committed  offences  charged  the  commissioners,  of  which  are  implied  in 
some  of  said  interrogatories. 

2dly.  That  all  of  said  interrogatories,  which  are  not  in  the  estimation 
of  this  Board  improperly  propounded,  have  been  officially  and  fully  an- 
swered, as  stated  in  the  foregoing  preamble;  and 

3dly.  That  while  this  board  will  not  hesitate,  in  a  proper  and  respect- 
ful manner,  to  answer  any  proper  interrogatory  of  the  aforesaid  honora- 
ble committee,  not  already  answered,  they  do  conceive  that  the  mem- 
bers of  said  committee  will  not  persist  in  requiring  their  answer  to  any 
improper  question,  not  to  any  proper  question,  which,  if  answered  again, 
could  elicit  no  information  not  already  given. 


B. 

QueHion  1.  Let  each  commissioner  state  separately  upon  oath  the 
amount  of  money  he  has  drawn  since  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  the 
amount  actually  paid  out  by  each,  together  with  the  amount  retained  by 
each  as  compensation,  or  for  other  purposes,  in  a  tabular  form? 

Question  2.  Let  each  commissioner  state  separately  under  oath,  wheth- 
er he  has  had  credits  allowed  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  for 
money  due  to  contractors  or  other  persons,  when  the  money  has  not  ac- 
tually been  paid  by  him;  and  if  so,  what  amount  to  each  commissioner, 
and  the  names  and  amounts  due  to  each  contractor  or  other  person? 

(Question  3.  Let  each  commissioner  state  what  evidence  of  indebted- 
ness, if  any,  such  contractors  or  other  persons  have  received  from  their  re- 
spective commissioner? 

Question  4.  Let  each  commissioner  state  by  what  law  he  is  authorized 
to  make  allowances  to  a  member  of^the  Board.when  the  Board  are  aware 
that  the  money  so  allowed  has  not  actually  been  paid? 

Question  5.  Has  any  agent,  appointed  by  any  of  the  commissioners  to 
superintend  the  work  on  any  particular  road  or  river,  been  allowed  com- 
pensation for  more  time  than  he  has  actually  been  employed;  and  also  the 
compensation  per  day, and  the  amount  to  each  agent? 

Question  6.  Let  each  commissioner  state  under  oath,  whether  he  has,  at 
any  time,  appropriated  any  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  State  to  his  own 
private  use,  or  loaned  it  to  others;  and  if  so,  to  what  use  did  he  apply  it; 
or  if  loaned  to  others,  what  amount  of  interest  or  compensation  did  he 
receive  from  the  use  of  said  money? 

Question  7.  The  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  Judicial  Circuit  will  state 
under  oath,  whether  himself  and  Smith  Gilbraith  are  or  are  not  partners; 
and  if  so,  whether  they  are  not  jointly  interested  with  Sterling,  Mix  and 
Co.,  in  the  contract  at  the  Lower  Rapids  of  Rock  river;  and  if  so,  what 
amount  of  interest  has  he  in  said  contract? 

Question  8.  The  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  Judicial  Circuit  will  also 
state  the  reason  why  the  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  Upper  Rapids 
m  Rock  river,  was  not  adopted  agreeably  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Blanc 
lated  May  15th,  1838;  and  what  will  be  the  probable  difference,  in  the 
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cost  of  construction,  between  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Blanc,  15th  May, 
1838,  and  the  plan  adopted  by  the  commissioner? 

Question  9.  The  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  Judicial  Circuit  will  also 
state  under  oath,  whether  a  contract  was  or  was  not  concluded  between 
himself  and  E.  G.  Nichols,  of  Whiteside  county,  for  two  or  more  sec- 
tions of  the  work  prepared  for  contract  at  the  Upper  Rapids  of  Rock 
river;  and  if  so,  whether  there  is  a  condition  in  said  contract  allowing 
the  said  Nichols  an  additional  price  for  any  part  of  the  stone  work,  in 
case  the  rock  for  such  work  shall  be  procured  from  the  quarry,  at  or 
near  the  town  of  Dixon;  and  if  so,  what  additional  amount  is  to  be  so 
allowed? 

Question  10.  The  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  Judicial  Circuit  will  state 
under  oath,  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  construction  of  that  part  of  the 
Central  Railroad,  lying  between  Savanna  on  the  Mississippi  river  and 
passing  the  town  of  Dixon  to  the  Rocky  Ford,  as  now  proposed  to  be 
constructed,  and  from  the  same  point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  via  Ster- 
ling at  the  Upper  Rapids  in  Whiteside  county,  to  the  Rocky  Ford,  as 
suggested  in  the  petition,  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished  him  on  yesterday? 


'      Springfield,  III.,  January  30,  1840. 
To  the  Hon.  James  Craig,  Chairman: 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fellows,  alluded 
to  in  my  answer  to  the  queries  submitted  to  me  by  your  committee;  and 
annexed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  Mr.  Murphy's  letter  addressed  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  serv't, 
WM.  PRENTISS, 

Secretary  B.  P.  Works, 

Representative  Hall, 

Springjleld,  January  13,  1840. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  find  a  list  of  interrogatories  made  by  the  select  com* 
mittee,  appointed  by  the  House  to  examine  into  the  official  acts  and  doings 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  &c.,  put  to  you  and  the  Board;  you  will 
therefore  make  out  in  writing  the  answers  to  all  such  of  them  as  you  can 
answer;  and  each  commissioner  answer  for  himself  such  as  you  cannot 
answer:  all  of  which  the  committee  will  require,  shall  be  sworn  to. 

The  committee  will  meet  at  your  office  at  6i  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the 
17th  iiist.,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  answers,  and  make  such  other 
examination  as  may  be  desired. 

Yours, 

JNO.  H.  MURPHY,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Prentiss,  Secretary. 

Springfield,  III,,  January  10,  1840. 
To  William  PRENTiss,'iEsq., 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  9th  inst.,  requesting  me  "to   inform' 
you  whether  the  work  on  the  Illinois  river,  l^t  in  June   last,  was  let  to 
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the  lowest  bidder?  if  not,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  let  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder?  and  furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement,  containing 
the  diflferent  proposals  received,  at  the  same  time  exhibiting  the  respec- 
tive prices  proposed  by  each  bidder," — I  have  to  state,  in  answer  to 
your  first  interrogatory,  "whether  the  work  on  the  Illinois  river,  let  in 
June  last,  was  let  to  the  lowest  bidder?"  that  it  was  not  let  to  the  low- 
est bidder,  though  it  was  a  matter  of  some  doubt  at  the  time,  wlio  was 
the  lowest  bidder,  as  we  had  not  fully  ascertained  the  kind  of  material 
to  be  removed — the  logs,  snags,  &c.,  nor  the  number  of  wing-dams  to 
be  constructed,  which  might  vary  the  cost  of  the  work;  and,  in  answer 
to  your  second  interrogatory,  "whether  it  was  or  was  not  let  to  the  low 
est  responsible  bidder?" — that  it  was  let  to  persons  who  Were  deemed  to 
be  "the  lowest  responsible  bidders,"  and  I  might  add  the  only  persons 
known  to  be  responsible  by  the  commissioners  attending  the  lettings.  In 
determining  upon  the  responsibility  of  the  persons  bidding,  their  ability 
to  commence  immediate  operations  was  taken  into  consideration.  The 
21st  section  of  the  act  further  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish &  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvements,"  approv- 
ed March  1st,  1839,  makes  it  "the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
and  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  in  charge  of  river  improvements,  to 
prosecute  the  same  promptly  and  wiihout  delay,  at  all  times,  whenever 
the  stage  of  the  water  in  the  river  will  admit  thereof." 

With  this  law  staring  the  commissioners  full  in  the  face,  and  the  well 
known  fact  that  none  but  the  persons  to  whom  the  contract  was  let,  could 
procure  the  necessary  machinery  in  time  to  commence  the  work  before 
the  next  year,  considering  the  fact,  too,  that  the  work  had  been  neglect- 
ed for  two  years  previous,  the  commissioners  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
accept  any  other  bid,  notwithstanding  their  great  anxiety  to  get  the 
work  done  at  the  lowest  possible  rate. 

An  effort  was  made  to  procure  a  machine  for  dredging,  in  pursuance 
of  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  in  March  last;  but  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  suitable  machine  and  necessary  boats  could  not  be 
obtained  for  less  than  from  ,$23,000  to  $25,000,  and  that  it  would  take 
the  whole  season  to  build  the  machmes  and  boats.  It  was  believed  that 
the  lowest  bidder  had  not  this  amount  to  advance,  and  that  the  contract, 
if  made,  would  not  be  complied  with.  The  great  importance  to  the 
country  of  an  early  improvement  of  the  rivers,  was  also  taken  into  con- 
sideration; and  m  viev/  of  the  law,  and  all  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
the  commissioners  did  what  they  thought  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
State  and  people,  and  made  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Lyon  and  How- 
ard, who  had  the  necessary  machines  to  commence  the  work  at  once. 
The  great  advantages  which  have  resulted  to  the  country  from  the  im- 
provements made  upon  the  rivers  during  the  past  season,  is  a  matter  of 
general  notoriety^  among  all  those  who  have  had  business  upon  tlie 
rivers. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  several  proposals  and  a  comparative  list  of  the 
bids  for  the  above  contract,  and  am, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HART  FELLOWS, 

Co77imissioncr  5(h  Jud.  Ciicuit, 
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